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Palace: Save economy 


: first, dance Cha-cha later 
By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


SAVING the economy will have to come first. 

‘Then the country can go ahead with plans to 

` amend the Constitution so that a new system. 
of government can be in place by 2010. 

This was the timetable for the planned 

Charter change, or Cha-cha, outlined by Press 

РААСНАЮ 


‘eval: feedbackGinquirer.com gh 


Oil hits $50.47 per barrel 


LIKE FATHER, like daughter. President Arroyo, with Vice Presi 
Macapagal in one ofthe pictures on exhibit at the capsule-laying ceremony for the Diosdado Macapagal International Airport Terminal 


Expansion Project in Clark, Pampanga. 


Peso fall plunges RP deeper into debt trap 


By Carlito Pablo 


‘THE DEPRECIATION of the peso 
will drive the country into deeper 
indebtedness because about half 
of the public sector debt is for- 
cign-currency denominated. 
Rep. Rolando Andaya Jt (LR 
Camarines Sur), chair of the 
House appropriations committee, 
raised this point after the peso 
slid back to its historic low of 
P56.45 to the dollar on Monday. 
3 The public sector debt, which 


HIT, HATE LISTS 


Comrades pin Tabara’s 
killing on Joma’s group 


By Fe B. Zamora 
and Christian У. Esguerra 


OUTPOURINGS of grief for Arturo Tabara 
mingled with denunciations of a man thou- 
sands of miles away from where the assassi- 
nated leftist leader lay in a coffin. 
^ Friends and comrades gathered at the 

«wake at Funeraria Paz bashed exiled Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines founder Jose Ма. 
Sison as a "mafioso" and a “madman,” blaîm- 
ing his group for Tabara's death. 

„3 Ifthe CPP hit list has gotten shorter, the 
list of former comrades who hate Sison’s guts 
Баз grown longer, Tabara's friends said. 

No one has claimed responsibility for 
‘Tabora’s assassination in a parking lot at SM 


Textbook whistle-blower 
to DECS: Say sorry first 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


SAY sorry, and then well talk. 

7 Antonio Calipjo Go, a private school execu- 
tive, yesterday said he would sit down with 
education officials over errors that he had 
found in a high school history textbook only if 
they apologized for “maligning” him. 

"The Department of Education announced 
Monday, after a full week of resistance, that it 
was prepared to correct the reported errors. Pri- 
ог to the announcement, Education Secretary 

=. Florencio Abad and Undersecretary Juan 
Miguel Luz had issued media statements that 


includes the debts of govern- 
ment-owned and controlled co 
porations and local government 
units, stood ас P5.9 trillion as of 
Sept. 14, according to Budget 
Secretary Emilia Boncodin. 

"Next year’s gross debt service 
level (interest and principal) was 
premised on a low end of P54 (to 
the dollar) toa high end of P56 to, 
$1, an assumption that is univer- 
sally believed to be understated,” 
‘Andaya said 

The peso strengthened slightly and strong and the peso's dip is a 
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Analysts 
see further 
rise in intl 
crude prices 


CRUDE oil topped $50 per bar- 
relduring Asian trading yester- 
day, pushing past the psycho- 
logical milestone for the first 
time then surging further to 
new record levels as uncertain- 
ties over Nigerian output 
heightened worries of a severe 
supply disruption. 

Rebels continue to battle for 
control over the vast southern oil 
fields in Nigeria, the worlds sev- 
enth largest export 

They have warmed oil compa- 
nies to shut production in the 
Niger delta before they declare an. 
all-outwar on Oct. 1. The delta 
pumps ай of Nigeria's 2.3 million 
barrels per day (bpd). 

"Traders bid ой to new highs in 
after-hours trading on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange in a re- 
action to the slow recovery of US 
ой production that was damaged 
by Hurricane Ivan and unrest in 
key producers. 

After reaching $50, prices 
inched higher. By mid-afternoon 
in Asia, light sweet crude oil for 
delivery in November traded at 
$50.47 per barrel, up 83 cents 
from the close of Monday's regu- 
lar session in New York. 

"The price of ой is up roughly 
75 percent from a year ago and 
some analysts predict the latest. 
Surge which is already hurting 
airlines and other big con 
sumers—could lead to a global 

po 


against the dollar yesterday, clos- 
ing at 56.38. 

But Citigroup, the leading 
‘American financial services firm, 
‘expects the peso to further weaken 
to P57.50 in March and to P57.80 
їп September next year because of 
the ballooning trade deficit and 
"moderated outlook” for electron- 
ics, the countrys dominant export. 

President · Macapagal-Arroyo 
shrugged off the резо fall. “Our 
economic fundamentals are steady 


result of transient market vagaries 
and poses no threat to the econo- 
ту” her spokesperson Ignacio 
Bunye said in a statement. 

"The President ruled out the im- 
position of foreign exchange con- 
trols to rein in the peso's steep 
slide. 

“Ме will not impose control 
mechanisms on the peso-dollar ex- 
change rate because it will only 
drive away investors. Let the BSP 
Qiangko Sentral ng Pilipinas) do 

PESOFALU Aa 


Fairview in Quezon City on Sunday night but 
police are blaming the CPPs New Peoples 
Army for the kiling. CPP spokesperson Gre- 
gorio "Ka Roger" Rosal has said an NPA unit 
may have been responsible. 

À senior police officer told the Iugumen that 
evidence at hand showed Tabara was killed 
by the same group of highly trained assas- 
sins—ineluding а woman—who gunned 
down former NPA chief Romulo "Ka Rolly” 
Kintanar last year. 

Both killings were the handiwork of the 
“special operations group” of the CPP military 
staff, headed by Leo Velasco, according to the 
officer who requested anonymity. 

Чота wants to silence dissenters .. he 

COMRADES! A2 


Go probably just wanted money from the book's 
publisher 

“Му reputation is all 1 have,” said Go, aca- 
demic supervisor at Marian School in Novalich- 
es, who has been on a personal crusade against 
erroneous textbooks for the last seven years. 

Go earlier claimed о have found 431 mistakes 
in the 316-page “Asya: Noon, Ngayon at sa Hina- 
harap (Asia: Then, Now, and in the Future)” The 
publi school version is published by SD Publica- 
tions, sister company of Vibai Publishing. 

А Vibal official contacted by the qune 
refused to confirm Lu2's allegation that бо 


HIGHWAY ROBBERY ... 

Orso the police caim was the business of the si dead men whom they shot 
Monday right along Sumulong Highway л Antipolo, Rizal. They were allegedly 
members ofa criminal band called the aso азо Group. (Storyin Metro, Page I2) 


YOU could say itsa 
cellphone watchdog. 

A Filipino start-up 
firm has developed a 
software program in- 
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LICUANAN: First work 
experience in government. 


New Subic 
head made 
‘billionaires 
of Ayalas' 


By Tonette Orejas, 


Allan Macatuno 


and Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


CLARK SPECIAL 


ECONOMIC 


ZONE—To think that once upon a 
time, he had indicated to a job ap- 


plicant who bad hi 


ad a stint as a 


state employee that he did not 
consider working in the govern- 
ment any kind of work experi- 


Francisco Licuanan Ш, former 
president of Ayala Land Inc, is 


the new chair of 


the Subic Bay 


Metropolitan Authority replacing 
Felicito "Tong" Payumo. He will 
assume the post on Nov. 1, Presi- 


dent Macapagal-Arroyo an- 
nounced yesterday. 
"Twantto introduce the incom- 


ing chairman of the SBMA,” Ms 
Arroyo told reporters during a 
visit to this former US air base. 
She called Licuanan to join her 
and he stood to her left. "He will 
be in charge of developing Clark 
and Subic into the best logistics, 
transport and warehouse hub in 
Southeast Asia,” she said. 


NEW SUBIC A22 


Save baby 
umbilical 
cord blood 


By Jerome Aning 


SAVING the blood 
by's umbilical cord 
cell replacements, 


from your ba- 
assures him of 
possibly even 


body parts, that he may need in 


the future. 


‘Two Singaporean doctors are 
currently in the country speaking 
to obstetricians and expectant 
mothers about saving umbilical 


cord blood, which 
ies have found to be 


medical stud- 
е а rich source 


of stem cells fundamental to sev- 


er developing 


technologies, 


particularly gene therapy and cel- 


lular repair. 


Speaking to reporters during 
the weekly Bulong Pulungan fo- 
Tum at the Westin Philippine 
Plaza Hotel yesterday, Dr. Teo 
Cheng Peng and Dr. Leong See 


Odd said cord Мо 


Xd banking was 


a less expensive and safer method 
of obtaining stem cells for future. 
use, The most common method, 
collecting from bone marrow, in- 
volves a surgical procedure. 
Stem cells are those in the early 
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fights back, sues 


By Armand N. Nocum and Norman Bordadora 


THE BELEAGUERED president of the Government. Service Insurance System, 
Winston Garcia, yesterday filed a graft complaint with the Ombudsman's Of- 


fice against Rep. Rolex Suplico for allegedly 


'coercing" a multinational com- 


pany to buy land belonging to his wife's family for P175 million. 


The complaint was the start of what Gar- 
cia—who has been slapped with graft charges in 
the Ombudsman's office and is threatened witha 
congressional investigation into his alleged mis- 
tise and mismanagement of GSIS funds—de- 
scribed as a “personal crusade” to expose the 
"mud and діл” of his attackers in Congress. 

Garcia accused Suplico (Laban ng 
Demokratikong Pilipino, lolo) of allegedly forc- 
ing Kimberly-Clark Phil. Inc. (KCPD, through 
threats of congressional investigation, to buy the. 
laid ata ‘staggering cost of P175 million." 

"What Rep. Suplico committed was pure 
anid simple coercion against one of the top 
taxpayers and investors in our country He 
cpîmmitted a crime and, in the process, prosti- 
tuted his office," Garcia said in his complaint. 

© Garcia is also seeking an investigation by 

the House committee on ethics into why Su- 
plico and Representatives Marcelino Libanan 
(МРС, Eastern Samar), Eduardo Veloso (NPC, 
Leyte) and Benasing Macarambon (NPC, 
Lanao del Sur) were seeking the investigation 
of the alleged funds abuse at the GSIS. 

He earlier accused Veloso of attempting to 
influence the award of the 6515 reinsurance 
contracts 

"The four representatives that Garcia Б target- 
ing in his crusade yesterday described Garcia's 
‘move as “an act of desperation to deflect attention 
from his gross mismanagement of GSIS finances” 

"They challenged Garcia to file the case 
against them as soon as possible “instead of 
resorting to media insinuations” so they can 
charge him with perjury and libel. 

Macarambon said that instead of imputing 
bad motives to rhe House members who fled the 
resolution (о have him investigated, Garcia 
should answer directly the charges against him. 

Garcia said the charges were ай part of a "vi 
cious plot” against him and vowed to expose 
the “evil motives" of the people behind it. 

He said he filed the case against Suplico “to 
expose his blatant use of public office for his 


personal gain and for that of his family" 

‘According to the complaint, the family of 
Suplicos wife, Maria Theresa Cancio, owned 
the Goodwill Trading Co. which in tum 
‘owned the land in San Pedro, Laguna, on 
which the KCPI plant was located. 

‘Although the United States-based compa- 
my had a 25-year lease on the land, some 
members of the Cancio clan, “including the 
Suplico (couple 7” wanted to have the lease 
rescinded and instead compel КЕРІ to pur- 
chase the property Garcia said. 

When KCPI resisted, charges were filed 
against its top officials, who were accused of 
illegally extracting ground water, and House 
Resolution No. 1439 was filed to probe viola- 
tions of the Provincial Utilities Act, "courtesy 
of Rep. Suplico,” he said. 

Garcia said KCPI was constrained to pur- 
chase the land, after which nothing more was 
heard of HR 1439. 

"The cases against ће КСР and its officials 
were mysteriously dropped. Suddenly, Rep. 
Suplico seemed content and happy,” he said. 

The case, filed in 2000, was apparently set- 
ted the following year. 

Garcia said he filed the case as a citizen to 
"help rid Congress of ill: motivated members" 
and intends to file other charges against three 
‘or more congressmen. 

“This has to stop. The powers of Congress 
must never be used to destroy private pefsons 
ahd institutions," he said. 

Suplico yesterday dismissed Garcia's 
counter-charges, saying the GSIS head was 
trying to silence him and divert attention 
from the GSIS controversy. 

He said the case cited stemmed from a contro- 
versy arising out of a contract of lease between 
his father-in-law, who is already dead, and XCPI, 
and thatthe case had been settled amicably. 

Suplico refused to answer Garcia's allega- 
tions in detail as he had yet to see the com- 
plaint. With a report from Cynthia D. Balana 


critic 


ЖЫҒА 
з Ес 


HOSED DOWN. 

Members of Courage, the federation of t workers’ unions, try to hold their ground against fremen's water cannon 

during yesterday's dispersal ofa protest rally at the GSIS. They were demanding the dismissal of GSIS chief Winston Garcia. 
кемен 


Solon wants 6515 membership optional 


AT LEAST three laws affecting the 
salaries and insurance benefits of 
government employees will likely 
‘come out of the controversy roiling 
the Government Service Insurance 
‘System and its president and general 
‘manager, Winston Garcia. 


membership to ће GSIS as well as the 
‘Social Security System optional. 

"Its time to make membership in the 
GSIS optional. The government em- 
ployee must not be compelled to join а 
social security system like the 0515 
‘against his will,” Suplico said, citing the 


co-sponsors of House Resolution 726 to 
investigate Garcia, which he principally 
authored, while Anakpawis Rep. Crispin 
Beltran and Rep. Generoso Tulagan 
(NPC, Pangasinan) have fled separate 
resolitions calling fora probe. 

House Majority Leader Prospero No- 


‘While the House of Representatives case of employees of the Armed Forces grales (Lakas, Davao Ciy) said the 
has yet to stat the formal inquiry into арӣ the Philippine National Police who bribery claim of Garcia against Suplico 
the alleged misuse of GSIS funds, House have opted to withdraw their member- and several congressmen who signed 
Deputy Minority Leader Rolex Suplico ship fromthe GSIS. the resolution would not stop Congress 
(UDP Пойо) said he has already asked | Suplico said that if a government from pursuing the investigation. 

his staff to draft three proposed laws. worker does not trust the manage- "Не (Garcia) better be sure he comes 

‘These include: fixing the salaries of ment of the GSIS, he must be with a basket of proof Nograles said. 

executives of government-owned and option to withdraw his membership. “Ме Garcia should prove his allega- 


“controlled corporations (GOCCs) no 
higher than the P57,000 monthly 
salary ofthe President; removing the 
sovereign guarantee for loans in- 
curred by the GOCCs, and making 


"We cannot compel him to stay to 
donate his blood to the blood bank if 
һе sees that the one in charge of the 
blood bank is Dracula," he said. 
Suplico said there were already 14 


tions. He cannot just go around town 
maligning members of Congress just to 
be able to escape allegations of mis- 
‘management and abuse of discretion at 
the GSIS,” he said. Cynthia D. Balana 
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FVR won't return 
for Senate probe 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


ALTHOUGH not yet off the hook, former Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos will not be summoned again 
by the Senate joint committee tasked to inves- 
tigate the so-called Smokey Mountain scam. 

Sen. Joker Arroyo, chair of the blue ribbon 
committee, told the Ingumer yesterday that 
the inquiry would push through without the 
former president. 

‘The private developer in the Smokey 
Mountain project, meanwhile, defended the 
contract, saying К-П Builders put in а total of 
P1.2 billion into the project when the area 
was just a garbage dump and the surrounding 
land was still under water. 

‘Arroyo said that there was no need to sum- 
mon the former President to attend the next 
hearing, which is yet to be scheduled, to pre- 
venta clash with the high court should Ramos 
invoke constitutional grounds. 

‘Arroyo believed that former presidents 
should not face congressional inquiries, a po- 
sition supported by the University of the 
Philippines Law Center. He said Ramos ap- 
pearance on Thursday was voluntary. 

"The secondary body in the joint committee. 
hearing, the committee on government cor- 
porations and public enterprises chaired by 
Sen. Richard Gordon, is also not keen on ask- 
ing Ramos to return to the inquiry. 

Gordon had said that Ramos had sufficient- 
ly answered all the questions raised by sena- 
tors in the hearing last Thursday. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor Santiago who deliv. 
ered a privilege speech tied "Anak ng Amari, 
had accused Ramos, her arch-rival, of violating 
the Constitution when he authorized the recla- 


mation of additional lands in Manila Bay 
fronting Radial Road 10 in Tondo, Manila, on top. 
ofthe original 44 hectares authorized by law. 
Meanwhile, RII Builders Inc, the private devel- 
oper of the Smokey Mountain Development and 
Reclamation Project (SMDRP), had claimed that 
it had infused а total of P1.2 billion into the pro- 
jectto finance this pro-poor initiative in 1995. 
Former Bureau of Internal Revenue Com- 
missioner LiwaywayVinzons Chato, the 
spokesperson for Rell Builders, said that ће 
capital infusion made by the company enabled. 
the government to push through with the pro- 
ject, at a time when Smokey Mountain was 
nothing but a pile of garbage and the adjacent 
land to be reclaimed was still under water. 
Chato said that contrary to Santiago's daim 
that only Rll Builders benefited from the SMDRI 
the govemment already received its fair share in 
the project, with the completion and tumover of 
34 temporary housing buildings and 21 perma- 
nent residential facies at the former Smokey 
Mountain site now valued at about P2.5 billion. 
"These properties were completed ahead of 
schedule and turned over to the intended benefi- 
ciaries. This is an undisputed fat,” Chato noted. 
"Therefore, as far as the NHA or the govem- 
ment is concerned, the МНА had already ге 
ceived йз fair share under the Joint Venture 
‘Agreement while the developer— Il Builders- 
has not yet recovered its investment,” she added. 
Chato said R-II Builders created "real and 
tangible values" for Smokey Mountain and 
the still undeveloped land adjacent to it * 
realize the goal of the Aquino and Ramos ad- 
ministrations of transforming what was once 
symbol of poverty and national shame into a 
model of urban development," 


4 to vie for vacant SC slot 


THE JUDICIAL and Bar Council has submitted 
to Malacafiang the short list of nominees vying 
to fil up the lone vacancy at Supreme Court, 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez said yesterday. 

Gonzalez said that the JBC submitted a list of 
four names from which President Macapagal- 
Arroyo is expected to choose the replacement of 
retired Supreme Court Justice Jose Vitug. 

"The minimum is three but four names 
were forwarded to Malacafiang,” said Gonza- 
lez, aJBC member. 

‘The council, chaired by Chief Justice Hi- 
lario Davide Jt, trimmed down to four the 
number of candidates vying for Vitug's seat in 
the high court after they voted on Sept. 15 оп 


Thaw seen 
in Macapagal 
sisters' feud 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE— The it be- 
tween halfsisters President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and former Pampanga Vice Gov Cielo Macapagal- 
Salgado appears to have been mended. 

Yesterday, for the 94th birth anniversary of 
their father Diosdado Macapagal, Ms Arroyo and 
Salgado got together for the first time in years for 
a capsule-laying rte honoring the late President. 

The President made sure her sister was be- 
side her, 

Arriving at 10:10 a.m. at the Diosdado 
Macapagal International Airport, Ms Arroyo 
immediately looked for Salgado. “Where's my 
sister? I want her to be there,” she said 

When the President laid the capsule for the 
P2-billion terminal of the DMIA here, Salgado 
stood beside her. Behind them was Diosdado 
Martin, the only son of Salgado. 

"The halfsisters—the President by Dr. Evan- 
gelina Macaraeg and Salgado by Purita de la 
Rosa exchanged greetings and later embraced. 

President Macapagal had remarried when 
his first wife Purita died of tuberculosis. Sal- 
gado was then barely in her teens. 

"This was the fist time Salgado joined Ms 
Macapagal in a public event. Оп two occasions in 
the past—both held in honor oftheir father- Sl 
gado had sent her son Diosdado Martin. 

"The personal rift between the two started 
when Salgado and Ms Arroyo were children. 

Salgado felt that her stepmother was “too 
hard" on her, compared to Ms Arroyo, the el- 
destin the second family, who was pampered 

In a book she wrote in 2000, Salgado 
sought the forgiveness of "Mommy" which 
was what she called her stepmother. Among 
her life reflections in the book were the disci- 
plinarian ways of the former First Lady. 

"When it came to politics, the sisters took 
opposing camps. Ms Arroyo was with the ad- 
ministration while Salgado joined the camp 
of former President Joseph Estrada. Tonette 
Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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‘who should be nominated to the President. 

JBC sources said the nominees were Court of 
Appeals (CA) Presiding Justice Cancio Garcia 
and Court Administrator Presbitero Velasco Jt, 
‘who each got seven votes; Solicitor General Al- 
fredo Benipayo, six votes; and Court of Appeals 
Justice Portia Alino-Hormachuelos, four votes. 

Ms Arroyo has 90 days to appoint Vitugs 
replacement after he retired on July 14. 

‘The JBC members who attended the Sept. 15 
meeting were Davide, Gonzalez, Sen. Francis 
Pangilinan, Rep. Simeon Datumanong, Dean 
‘Amado Dimayuga, retired Supreme Cour jus- 
tice Regino Hermosisima, and lawyer Conrado 
Castro of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines. 


‘Some simple things that you do can actually be harmful to your health. Like eating 
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No matter how old you | 
аге, your age doesn't have to show 
on your face. You can always delight | 
jn your clear, flawless skin, as. 
beautiful as when you were a lot 


Facial Care Centres IPL: | 
-Photorejuvenation Treatment helps 
‘banish your freckles, age spots, | 
sunspots and spider veins without, ` 
i atrace, Itis a gentle, non-invasive 

treatment that can treat your entre || 
face and neck, rejuvenating your ` 
skin and giving it a clearer, more -` 
youthfu look. Without the sunbum- 
ike appearance and lang recovery 
period, you'll certainly be amazed 1 
at the beautiful result 
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Solon on why they can't get things done: We talk too much: 


By Carlito Pablo 


Get the Mitsubishi vehicle you've always wanted through... CONGRESS devotes 
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leadership to strict- 


ly implement rules 
ZAS speeches. 


Rep. Constantino 


A 5 7 Jaraula (Lakas, Ca- 
— T ХӨ gayan de Oro City) 
—€ v9 said he had written. 
5 А Speaker Jose de 
Я fi Medo aco sup 
x gest the -strict ob- 
fervance of the 
"Privilege Hour on 
Mondays as provid- 
ed in the House 
rules and not to ех- 
fend the same the 

following day.” 

Jaraula ех 
plained dur the 
House had a privi- 
lege hour every 
Monday wherein 

| апу congressman 
could have the floor 
md deliver а 
speech on any sub- 
а. 

The privilege 
hour covers only 
one hour and, de- 
pending on the 
length of the speech. 
and interpellation, 
апу given number 
of ышна ме 
accommodated dur- 
ing this period. 


Privilege 
However, Jaraula 

noted that the en- 

tire Monday ses- 


“Тэр, MITSUBISHI MOTORS > СЫ 


speeches. 


E DEALERS NATIONWIDE "^ "We spend the 


whole Monday af- 


ternoon listening to 
YS : speeches because 
^ the Пере hour 
ES gets extended,” he 
t said. 

Jaraula, howev- 
er, conceded that 
there was a rule al- 
lowing a congress- 
man to rise on a 
question of person- 
al and collective 
privilege at any giv- 
enday. 

“When one rises 
on a question of 
personal and cole 
lective — privilege; 
this involves the 
honor and integrity 
of the person or thé 

" entire institution, 
^ Mei ی ا‎ Р he said. 1 
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AMERICAN-BACKED forces have launched а 
major assault to capture ог kill an Abu Sayyaf 
leader wanted by Washington, sparking 
clashes that killed a Philippine marine and 
left an undetermined number of rebels dead, 
officials said yesterday. 

“The assaults, which began Friday in the moun- 
tain jungles о Patikul, Jolo, were aimed at neu- 
tralizing Radulan Sahiron and a number of Abu. 
Sayyaf commanders who reportedly had planned. 
to meet there last week, apparently to plot anoth- 
er terror strike, military sources said. 

Amy Brig. Gen: Agustin Dimaala, who was 
helping oversee the operations, confirmed that as- 
saults were under way against Sahiron's group. 
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One marine was killed and six others were. 
injured—two while defusing a homemade 
bomb, oficial said. 

There was no indication if Sahiron, who is be- 
lieved to have about 40 armed followers, had 
been killed in running gun battles, officials said. 

"Were optimistic" Dimaala said in a tele- 
phone interview. “The operations are continu- 
ing and the troops are still ол the mountain." 

US forces provided training and equipment 
to Filipino troops involved in the assaults, but 
were not involved in actual combat, Dimaala 
said, refusing to give details. 

Nightvision goggles provided by the Ameri- 
cans allowed Filipino troops to locate and en- 
gage a groupof rebels, who had split into small- 
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er groups late Monday another official said. 

Sahiron, a one-armed, horse-riding Abu 
Sayyaf commander based in Patikul, is on a US 
defense department list of wanted terrorist 

He is linked to a number of kidnappings, 
cluding the April 2000 abduction of 21 Western 
tourists and Asian workers from neighboring 
Malaysia. The hostages were freed in batches 
after the payment of ransom. 

Abraham Jumdaini, spiritual leader of the 
Abu Sayyaf, is now in government hands, the 
military said yesterday. 

Col. Gominta Pirino, operations officer of the 
AFP Southern Command, said Jundaini was ar- 
rested on Sept. 21 but the military delayed mak- 
ing the announcement pending confirmation of 
his actual role in the bandit group. 

Не was listed in the governments order of 
battle and carried a reward of P150,000. 

Former hostage Roland Ulla confirmed that 
Jumdaini, who was arrested by government se- 
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Troops launch big assault vs Abu Sayyaf leader 


curity forces near a theater in downtown Jolo, 
‘was a key figure in the Abu Sayyaf leadership. 

Ulla, who is with the Department of Justice's 
‘Witness Protection Program, immediately rec- 
ognized the 57-year-old suspect. 

Yesterday Jumdaini, also known as Abu Sa- 
habat, Kiri Kirab and Usog Dakula, told re- 
porters in Zamboanga City that he was the re- 
ligious leader for the Abu Sayyaf. 

Jumdaini joined the bandit group in 1992, 
through a certain Ustadz Hadjal. He helped Abu 
Sayyaf founders Abdurajak and Abubakar Jan- 
Jalani take care of the spiritual side of the bandit 
group. In 1993, he met other Abu Sayyaf leaders 
including Radulan Sahiron, Ghalib Andang, Mu- 
{ib Susukan, Doktor Abu and Muadz Sabtula. 

"Jumdaini is one of the pioneering members of 
the Abu Sayyaf and has more knowledge about its 
‘operation because he is stil an active member His 
capture Ба big blow to the group,” Pirino added, 
Julie. Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bureau and AP 


Workers urged 
to honor ban 
on going to Iraq 


By T] Burgonio tion,” said Press Sec- 
retary Ignacio Bunye. 

Bunye appealed to 
the families of over- 
seas Filipino workers 
“to explain to their rel- 
atives how dangerous 
the situation is now in. 
Iraq" and the chances 
of being kidnapped. 

Labor Secretary Pa- 
tricia Sto. Tomas said 
Sunday the govem- 
ment was drawing up 
evacuation plans for 
the more than 4,000 
Filipinos already in 
Iraq should the vio 
lence there escalate. 

The workers had 
been warned not to 
venture out of the US 
camps where they 
work, Sto. Tomas 
said, adding that the 
govemment would 
distribute booklets 
explaining what to 
do in case of attacks 
on the bases. 

I» Manila, thou- 
sands had been hold- 
ing rallies to demand 
an end to the deploy- 
ment ban on Filipino 
workers to Iraq, saying 
they had jobs waiting 
for them and were wil- 
ing to take the risks in- 
volved instead of hav- 
ing to contend with the 


THE GOVERNMENT 
on Tuesday urged 
workers not to defy 
the ban on going to 
Iraq, saying another 
hostage incident may 
notend as well as that 
involving truck driver 
Angelo de la Cruz 
who was freed by 
Iraqi militants in July. 

"We were success 
ful in negotiating the 
release of Angelo de 
1а Cruz. Now we can. 
see that it will be dif- 
ficult to deal with a 
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poverty at home. 


Megals 
Despite the ban, of 
ficials said more than 
100 Filipinos seeking 
work recently man- 
aged to enter Iraq ille- 
gully from Turkey, 

їп July, De la Cruz 
was taken hostage in 
iraq, forcing the gov- 
‘emment to withdraw 
is Siman humani 
tarian contingent 
there early to meet his 
abductors’ demand. 
The pullout drew 
strong criticism from 
the United States and 
other allies. 

"The Department of 
Foreign Affairs said it 
expected some of the 
Filipinos working in 
the US military camps 
to request immediate 


mu, 


sem sem 
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repatriation in view 
of the volatile situa- 
tion, acting foreign 
secretary Jose Bril- 
lantes said yesterday. 
“Definitely, there 
will be some who will 
request repatriation. 
Once they see [special 
envoy to the Middle 
East Roy] Cimaru and 
[Charge d'Affaires Er- 
ic] Endaya, thats their 
chance [to request 
торипайол|” Bril- 
lentes told reporters. 
Сіта, the head of 
Team Iraq, left for the 
wartom ‘country a 
few days ago to assess 
the situation of the Fil- 
ipinos working there, 
Endaya has been 
monitoring the situa 
tion in Baghdad. 
Brillantes, the cur- 
rent undersecretary for 
migrant workers af- 
fairs, said the govem- 
men would pay to 
repatriate the workers 
their employers 
should balk at doing s0. 
With a report from AP. 
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SV Epistola; 79 


PROR Silvino Vil 
lanueva (SV) Episto- 
la of the University of 
the Philipines died 
yesterday at 79 due 
toa lingering illness. 

ЗУ and his wife, 
Prof. Nieves Benito 
Epistola, who died on 
Sep. 010, 2002, 
served the UP all 
their lives. He started. 
atthe UP asa student 
assistant at the De- 
partment of Psychol- Б 
ogy, College of 
Medicine, їп 1947 
and ended his career. 
as a professor at the 
Department of Phi 
osophy in 1990. 

He also taught at 
the Departments. of 
English, History, Hu- 
manities and Sociol- 
ogy and at the UP 


in 1951and 1952. 
SV's remains lie in 
state at the Funeraria 
Paz on Araneta Ау- 
enue, Quezon City 
Necrological зет 
vices are scheduled 
оп Sept. 30 and Oct. 
1. Cremation is on 


JOSE Luis C. Villanueva, the assistant 
business editor of Today newspaper 
who was stabbed dead by robbers in- 
side a bus along EDSA shortly past 
midnight Friday, will be cremated to- 
day, following a 10 a.m. Mass at the 
Santuario de San Antonio in Forbes 
Park, Makati City, his family an- 
nounced. 


Dela Rosa St., 
Pio Del Pilar, Makati Cty 


олке. с; 


At the same time, the famil 
quested friends and concerned 
zens who have been going to his wake 
to donate, in lieu of flowers, to the 
Freedom Fund for Filipino Journalists. 
which was set up last year by major 


press organizations in order to help 
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Slain Today asst. business editor cremated today 


‘Memorial in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. 

He is survived by his parents, Louie 
Villanueva and Pilar del Castillo, and 
brothers and sisters: Miguel, Franco, 
Cristina, Marga, Santi, Mariana, Elena 
and Nacho. 


the families of slain crusading jour- 
nalists. 

Hewas 29. 

After today’s moming mass, cremation 
will follow immediately at the Heritage 
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Asian Center, UP Col- 
lege at Clark and UP 
Extension in Manila. 
He won the Carlos 
Palanca — Memorial 
Award for Literature 
for fiction in English 


* RGA is the firm that other attomeys send their clients when 
their cases are too difficult or complicated 

* RØA is one of the largest, oldest and most trusted 
immigration firms in the United States 


Call (02) 759-6777 


YOU DESERVE TO BE REPRESENTED BY THE VERY BEST 
PASADENA SAN FRANCISCO MANILA 9 
www.rreeves.com 


ROBERT L. REEVES 
Atiomey & Board Certified Specialist 
Immigration & Nationality Law (USA) 


ema 


E 2 

NJ 

T VERY етет 
ice ста 


1 


Beautiful moments. 
Elegantly yours. 


„айына 


[THE SPECIALIST 


FOR EVERY LAMINATING JOB 
FUJIPLA Great ID Card 


LAMIPACKER Bie, тулан 


‘and Certificates 
JAPAN'S NO.1 LAMINATOR 


1002307 

Orio Paste fims опа rots 

Gro ieochiy Available 

БІТІГІ 
ху urea мова 


HANTEX TRADING C0., INC. 


ozo ireren u ons Mowe 
2 


мм Exim 
PAO 


40 megapixels 72 megapixels 


ЕХ250 ЕХ240 ЕХРОО 


ЕХ-255 2X Optical Zoom. 

ЕХ-250 3X Opical Zoom. 20 

ЕХ-240 3XOpicalZoom.20 C. 

ЕХ-Р700 «х Орка Zoom. 20: Color Display, Approx. 20 


snapshots on a singe charge(Battery Life), 1309 weigh(no battery), 87x58x23mm dimension. 
a singe charge(Battery Life), 121g weigh(no battery), 87х57х23тп dimension 
snapshots on a singe charge(Battery Life), 121g weiph(no battery) 87x57x23. 1mm dimension 
50 welgh(no battery) 98x68xáSmm dim 
* СІРА Standard 


snapshots on а singe charge(Gatter Lile), 


CASIO COMPUTER CO. LTD 
Tokyo Japan. 


INTERNATIONAL. URL: http://www.exilim.com 


GBW Bullding 341 Quezon Ave. 
Quezon City Tel. No.: 7110288 Fax No:7110614 
URL: www compeintematonalcom 

Елтай: sales@compaxintemauonalcom 


For Demonstration, please visit Compex at: 


ETT 


renee cn. 


"Available Nationwido At: 


«Татай Astroision ABENSON Er 


Qu i ome туы 


Ls 
T 


For Sales Outlets, Dealership and Information: 740-4658 to 60 


| Sir Blows, PanARAQUE Ci бассол, Скита 


por pais m 


ra 


Raps filed vs 3 Pinoys, 8 foreigners in Cebu drug bu: 


MANDAUE CITY—The Philippine Drug En- 
forcement Agency (PDEA) yesterday filed 
criminal charges against three Filipinos and 
eight foreigners who were arrested in the raid 
оп three warehouses here that were being 


phetamine hydrochloride or shabu. 
the biggest in the Philippines if not Southeast Asia. 


"The drug operation was believed to be one of 
"The complaint for violation of Republic Act No. 


used to manufacture and distribute metham- 9165, the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 


2002, was fled against Briton Simon Lao; Chinese. 
Bao Ха Fu, Tau Hue and Liu Fu; Taiwanese Hu 
Тао Yi and Lin Li Ku; Malaysians Siew Kin Weng 
and Liew Kam Song, and Filipinos Joseph Yu, Al- 
Jan Yap Garcia and Joseph Lopez. 


DA BLUE CROSS INSURANCE 
| Weve got you 
covered / 


|| BLUE CROSS is here to hel 
| р 
| you financially prepare for 

the future by offering you 
|| the most comprehensive 


insurance plans: 


| € medical insurance 


® travel insurance 
2 and other healthcare 
services 2% 


52 
р 


Blue Royale Medical Plan - a dollar plan that protects you 
anytime, anywhere! Also offers coverage for senior citizens. 


‘Select Medical Plan - a peso plan for infants to 65 years old. 
Premier Medical Plan - a peso plan for senior citizens. 
С) 


f avelsafe Insurance - a travel insurance plan that covers the 
pected while traveling; premium on a per trip or annual basis. 


For inquiries, please fill out and fax to 899-5392. 
[VT YES! | want to know more about BLUE CROSS products and services. 


Name: те. No: 
Address: SS = 
Age: Fax No. 
Email; Mobile: 


"The 11 were charged with manufacturing 
illegal drugs, which carries a penalty ranging 
from life imprisonment to death. 

They were arrested on Friday and Saturday 
when anti-narcotics teams swooped down on the 
three shabu laboratories. Seized in the raid were 
675 kilos of shabu with a street value of P1.3 bil- 
lion and an undetermined amount of chemicals 
‘used to manufacture the drug. 

“The failure of local and police officials in 
Mandaue to detect the presence of the labora- 
tories has prompted the Office of the Om- 
budsman in the Visayas to open an inquiry. 

Ombudsman- Visayas head of public assistance 
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"ilippine National Police Director General 
dear рау sald the suspected Financier of 
the drug operation had been located in Hong 
Kong. 

‘Alipay said Hong Kong authorities were work- 
ing to secure a search warrant to enter the suspects 
"house. He declined to reveal the identity of the fi- 
nander who was said to be a Taiwanese national. 

"The drug bust elicited the interest of US and 
Asian anti-drug officals, according to PNP Deputy 
Director General and Ant-Ilegal Drugs Special 
Operations Task Force chief Ricardo de Leon. 

De Leon said chemists of the US Drug Enforce- 
ment Agency arrived in the country on Sunday to 
assist in examining the seized chemicals. Jolene 
R. Bulambot, PDI Visayas Bureau; Christian V. 
Esguerra and Nelson Е Flores 


says AFP 


A MARINE sergeant, 
captured by commu- 


Philippines (ва) had 


Jeremias Rosete. 


Army? Lucero said. 
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lowances that are go- 
ing to his family and 


to his daughter, 
Lucero explained 
thatthe Isafp Personnel 
Management Board 
recommended the dis- 
тіні of Rosete in а 
resolution dated Sept. 
9,2004. Alcuin Papa 
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nist rebels three years 
ago, has been recom- 
mended for dismissal 
from service, after the 
military discovered 
that he has defected to 
the New People’s Army. 


yesterday said the In- 
telligence Service of the 
‘Armed Fores of the 


already recommended 
the discharge of Sgt. 


“The Бар recom- 
mends that Rosete be 
discharged бот mili- 
tary service based on 
gathered proof and evi- 
Gence that Sergeant 
Rosete, a Marine enlist- 
ed man, had already 
Joined the New People's 


Rosete, who was 
captured by the NPAs 
Valenin | Pulamine 
Columbio, Sultan Ku- 
darat in September, 
2001, was sighted sev- 
eral ‘times in NPA 


Rosete's, pay and al- 


stopped a scholarship 
that had been granted 
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Treat itchy, smelly athlete's foot with Clotrimazole 
Caneste Cream. And to prevent fungi from coming 
back, use Canesten Foot Powder everyday. It’s а 
combination of Clotrimazole, an anti-fungal agent, 
and a pharmaceutical powder formulation clinically. 
proven to effectively absorb 
moisture. So feet stay dry and 
protected from re-infection. 
From the anti-fungal brand 


most prescribed by doctors. 
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‘SUPPORTING Japan's campaign to have a 
permanent seat in the UN Security Council, 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Alberto Romulo 
addressed the United Nations on Monday 
citing the "clamor for decisive reform.” 
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| Palace: Save economy first, dance Cha-cha later 


Frompage Al 


Secretary Ignacio Bunye yesterday in 
the wake of renewed calls for the coun- 
try to remove protectionist provisions 
in the Constitution in order to encour- 
age foreign investments. 


Malacafiang timetable 

Under the Malacafiang timetable, 
elections to a constitutional convention 
which will draft amendments to the 
Charter may be held in 2007. Ratifica- 
tion of the amendments and the estab- 
lishment of the new form of govern- 
‘ment, possibly a parliamentary system, 
may take place in 2010. 

"The President has said sheis in favor 
ofreviewing the charter but it isa ques- 
tion of timing,” Bunye said їп a Radyo 
ng Bayan interview. "For now, we will 
tackle our immediate (economic) con- 
cems.” 


‘Actual change 
There is a timetable for that 


IKONICA MINOLTA 
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(Cha-cha). The actual change will have 
to take place within the term of the 
President but as for the actual serious. 
deliberations, that would come closer 
102007." 


Out of the question 

Bunye clarified that the shift toa new 
form of government would take place 
afier Ms Arroyo's six-year term ends on 
June 30, 2010. 

Cutting Ms Arroyo's term to pave the 
way for the new form of government as 
early as in 2007—as proposed earlier 
by some legislators—was “out of the 
question, " Bunye said. 

“The provisions of the new Consti- 
tution cannot affect the incumbent 
President,” Bunye said, when asked 
to clarify his remarks in the radio in- 
terview. 


‘Constitutional convention 
If Congress decides to amend the 
Charter through a constitutional con- 


vention, the election of convention del- 
egates could be held simultaneously 
with the mid-term elections in May 
2007, he said. 


Plebiscite in 2010 

Some legislators, citing the expense 
of holding an election, had said they 
preferred a constituent assembly, to be 
composed of incumbent senators and 
congressmen, to draft charter amend- 
ments. But several senators opposed 
the idea. 

Bunye said the deliberations of the 
Constitutional convention could take 

e between 2007 and 2010 so that 

the new Charter could be submitted toa 
plebiscite during the 2010 elections. 


Shift to parliamentary 

Ms Arroyo said during the campaign 
for the May 2004 presidential election. 
that she was amenable to cutting her 
six-year term so that the shift to a par- 
liamentary form of government could 


be completed by 2007. 

After her inauguration in June, Ms 
Arroyo'did the parliamentary system. 
should be in place after her term ex- 
рез. | 


1 
Respite from Cha-cha 

Senate and House leaders earlier 
agreed to set aside discussions on Char- 
ter change for 100 days to enable 
Congress to pass vital economic legisla- 
tion needed to address the countrys fi- 
nancial difficulties, 

Speaker Jose de Venecia Jt. said the 
House could resume debates on Charter 
change in January next year after it had 
passed Ms Arroyo's proposed tax mea- 
sures intended to address the budget 
deficit 

Government economists had called 
for the abolition of what they said were 
protectionist provisions in the current 
charter to facilitate foreign investments 
іп such sectors as media and telecom- 
munications. 
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Save baby... 


From page AI 
development stage, and could thus be convert- 
ей into any kind of сей, or cultured and grown 
into various body tissues and organs, like teeth, 
hair, nose, ear, leg bone, liver or stomach. 

"Cord blood banking is a once-in-alifetime 
opportunity When you bank your baby's cord. 
blood stem cells, you are saving what may be 
а key component to future medical treatment 
and cures,” Teo said, citing clinical studies be- 
guninthe 1980s. 


Ist private cord blood bank 

Тео and Leong are two of the four founders 
of StemCord Private Ltd, the first licensed pri 
vate cord blood bank in Singapore. Teo, the 
firm's medical director, is a world-renowned 
expert and pioneer in cord blood stem cell re- 
search and treatment, 

Also present at the news conference were 
cord blood banking supporters Dr. Rebecca 
Singson of the Makati Medical Center and Dr. 
Lora Garcia-Tansengco of the Asian Hospital 
and San Juan de Dios Hospital. Both are ob- 
stetricians-gynecologists. 

л September 2003, a year after StemCord 
was set up in Singapore, the firm opened a 
branch in Quezon City According to its 
brochure, StemCord Phils. Ine. is “responsible 
for formulating and developing the courier, 
transport and delivery protocols in transfer 
ring cord blood collections from local hospi- 
tals to Singapore's cryogenic facilities." 

The firm currently has about 3,000 
“clients” in Singapore, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Brunei, Thailand, Bangladesh and 
the Philippines. 


Biological insurance 

‘Teo described stored cord blood a “biological 
insurance" that could be thawed in the future. 
and used to treat ailments that the child might 
suffer while growing up, including leukemia 
and other blood diseases, malignant tumors іп 
the brain, breast, ovary, kidneys, lungs and testi- 
cies, and autodmmane diseases. I also assured 
the child of “spare body parts," he stressed. 

In fact, the doctors said, ongoing stem cell 
experiments "promised future applications" 
in Alzheimer's disease, diabetes, liver and 
heart ailments, Parkinson's disease, muscular 
dystrophy, spinal cord injury, and strokes. 

Singson explained that the procedure posed 
‘no risk to either mother or child: Cord blood is 
collected only after the baby has been delivered, 
and the cord cut. Plus, it usually takes less than 
five minutes, and can be performed in natural 
orcaesarian deliveries, and in multiple births. 

‘StemCord offers the syringe and bag collec- 
tion methods, The бїх Б similar to drawing 
blood for routine tests. Іп the second method, the 
согд is drained into a collection bag, After collec- 
tion, the blood is hand-carried or transported by 
commercial courier to the firm's laboratory and 
Cryogenic facitis in Singapore, I В processed, 
and then stored in vials that will be submerged in 
liquid nitrogen tanks at 180 degrees Centigrade. 

Theoretically, Teo said, stem cells could be 
stored "forever" He recounted recent success- 
ful transplants of stem cells that were stored 
for 15 years. 


Ethical issues 

Stem cells can also be be obtained from em- 
bryos. But Teo pointed out that this method had 
generated ethical issues since embryos were usu- 
ally destroyed in the process. Cord blood bank- 
ing was definitely "noncontroversial" he si. 

“The best part, according to Teo and Leong, 
is that the child will never have a problem 
looking for stem cell donors. Teo added that 
since stem cells in cord blood were more 
primitive than those found in bone marrow, 
there isa much lower risk of rejection, or less- 
than-perfect matches. 

‘Also theoretically, a child's stem cell "sav: 
ings" could also be used by siblings or parents 
or any relative. But Teo said StemCord, as a 
matter of policy, allowed use only by the child, 
unlike public cord blood banks elsewhere in 
the word, including the United States, Cana- 
da, and the United Kingdom. 


Open an ‘account? 

interested parents may "open" an account, 
which starts at US$600 for single birth and 
3500 for twins, and includes the cost of kit 
and medical supplies, laboratory processing 
and eryo-preservation. 

Annual storage fe starts аг $300 for single 
birth and $450 for twin births for the first five 
years. From the sixth year onwards, storage 
fee is pegged at $150 for single birth and 
55250 for twins. 
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Kerry narrows lead of Bush, says new poll survey 


WASHINGTON Democratic rival 
John Kerry has narrowed the lead 
‘of President George W Bush by 
three points among likely voters to 
45 to 51 percent, compared to the 
first week in September when he 
was nine points ahead, according to 
а Washington Post/ABC News poll 
published Tuesday. 

‘Taken three weeks after the Re- 
publican National Convention of 
‘Aug. 30 to Sept. 2, the new poll 
puts Bush ahead of Kerry by 51- 


"PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ^ 


the WORLD 


44 percent among registered vot- 
ers; showing no change. 

Independent candidate Ralph 
Nader got a feeble one percent 
support from likely voters. 

Bush had a bigger lead over 
Kerry among male voters (53-41 
percent) than female voters (49- 
46 percent). 

Bush's overall approval rating 
five weeks before the Nov. 2 pres- 
idential election remained at 50 
percent, and his rating for having 


Al-Qaida threatens to disrupt 


US elections, 


WASHINGTON—AL Qaida's. 
threat to attack the United 
States before the Nov. 2 elec- 
tion is geared less toward af- 
fecting the outcome ‘of the 
presidential race than toward 
making a violent statement to 
Islamic extremists worldwide, 
senior counterterrorism offi- 
cials said Monday. 

‘The officials said the net- 
works aim in the United 
States, and in other countries 
as well, is mainly to disrupt the 
democratic process in а more 
general sense. 

“striking America at a time 
of heightened sensitivity, per- 
haps they would see that as a 
feather in their cap,” said one 
senior administration official, 
who along with three others 
briefed reporters on condition. 
of anonymity Monday about 
the pre-election threat. 

"The official said that while 
intelligence repeatedly indi- 
cates that al-Qaida operatives 
oppose President George W. 
Bush, no evidence has been 
found that they hope a success- 


officials say 


ful attack might boost the can- 
didacy of Democrat John Kerry. 
"The anti-Bush sentiments, the 
official said, are part of a 
broader hatred of the United 
States and Western democra- 
cies asa whole. 

“Ies really not for our con- 
sumption,” the official said 
of the motive behind any at- 
tack. “Its for their support- 
ers.” 

Vice President Chen 
sparked intense Democratic 
outage this month when he 
said while campaigning іп 
Towa that if voters make the 
"wrong choice” on Nov. 2 “the 
danger is that well get hit 
again.” Cheney later said he 
did not mean that if Kerry were 
elected that al-Qaida would at- 
tack 

Terrorism analysts and gov- 
ernment officials have said, 
however, that al-Qaida was 
emboldened by the March 
commuter train bombings in 
Madrid, which was à factor in 
the ouster of Spain's former 
ruling party. АР 
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a clear plan to fight against ter- 
тойып continues very high at 62 
percent, compared to only 36 
percent for Kerr 

Ол the ongoing war in Iraq, 
Bush also had the trust of more 
voters (53 percent) in dealing 
with the insurgents, compared to 
Kerry (38 percent). 

However, 51 percent said the 
Iraq war was not worth fighting 
for, compared to 46 percent who 
thought the contrary. 


Massachusetts Senator Kerry is 
still favored over Bush by voters 
‘who put the economy at the top 
oftheir list of priorities by a 59-34 
percent margin. 

Fifty percent of those surveyed 
disapproved of how Bush was 
handling the US economy, 
against 47 percent who ap- 
proved. 

he survey was conducted by 
telephone among 1,204 adults, with 
amargin of sampling effort of plusor 


BIRD FLU VIRUS 


WHO confirms 1st ‘probable’ 
human-to-human infection 


GENEVA—The World Health Organization on Tuesday 
confirmed that it was examining a "probable" first full 
case of human-to-human transmission of bird flu in Thai- 


land. 


However, а WHO spokesper- 
son said the case appeared to 
have been confined to the imme- 
diate environment of the victims, 
a mother and her daughter. 

"We agree that it's a probable 
un4ohuman case,” WHO 
spokesperson Dick Thompson 
told AFP 

"Tt raises our concern, that’s for 
sure, but it's not unexpected,” he 
added. 

Thailand on Tuesday confirmed. 
its tenth death from bird би and 
the first probable case of human- 
to-human infection in an outbreak 
that has swept Asia this year. 

Pranee Krongkaew, 26, died 
eight days ago and probably 


caught the disease while caring 
for her sick 11-year-old daughter, 
officials in Thailand said on Tues- 
day The girl also died this month 
from suspected bird flu. 

“What were more concemed 
about isifchere were efficient rans- 
mission of the virus from human to 
human; Thompson told AFP 

"Right now the preliminary in- 
formation seems to be that this 
may have come to a dead end in 
this village," he added. 

Thompson said that in a close- 
knit family, the mother might also 
have been exposed to the same 
sources of the disease zs her 
daughter 

More information was being 


minus three percentage points. 
Meanwhile, Bush on Monday 
sharpened his jabs against Demo- 
cratic challenger John Kerry, who 
called for an end to the nasty ad- 
vertising war that he said was scar- 
ing off voters three days before the 
rivals’ first televised debate. 
‘Another poll showed Bush had 
maintained a slightly smaller 
lead over Kerry compared to 10 
daysago, with the president eight 
percentage points ahead of the 


sought on the case, including an 
analysis of the genes in the virus. 

"Thats under way right now 50 
we should know more within а 
few days,” Thompson said, 

But officals played down the 
worst fears ofthe WHO that the virus 
could have mutated into a highly 
contagious form that would tigger a 
global human би pandemic. 

Thailand's public health min- 
istry said the probable spread be- 
tween humans had been limited 
toa single family. 

“Although the finding of proba- 
ble human-to-human transmis- 
sion is clearly of concern, there is 
currently no evidence of ongoing 
chains of transmission or risk to 
persons outside of the affected 
province,” it said in a statement. 

“This isolated episode of prob- 
able human-to-human transmis- 
sion would not pose a significant 
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Massachusetts senator among 
likely voters. 

The USA Today/CNN/Gallup 
survey gave Bush 52 percent, 
against 44 for Kerry. 

‘Campaigning in the crucial 
battleground state of Ohio, Bush 

ıs fickle on na. 
tional security issues like the war 
to oust Saddam Hussein, saying 
Kerry shifts so much on Iraq he 
“could spend 90 minutes debat- 
ing himself” AFP 


public health threat." 

The ministry statement said 
expers believed there was "no 
evidence to suggest that the virus 
has mutated or reassorted,” а 
view backed by the United States 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (USCDC). 

А mutated bird flu outbreak 
was blamed for the deaths of as 
many as 40 million people world- 
wide in 1918. 

А recent study had found that 
health care workers in Hong Kong 
һай been infected with the most 
virulent strain of bird flu, HSNI, 
from patients they were caring for 
during an outbreak there in 1997, 
according to the WHO. 

But they had not reported out- 
ward symptoms of the iliness. 

“There has been transmission 
in the past without illness," 
Thompson said. AFP 
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Over 2,000 feared dead in Haitian city Asteroid passes 


closest to Earth 21 

GONAIVES, Haiti—Devastating -Civil protection authorities put wasalackofsecurtysndorderin foods, which are believed to jr) (5 | 
СОМА, Dy ‘Tropical the official death at least 1,514, the distribution of much needed have killed several hundred lil 51 years vers sore) ¢ 
Storm Jeanne are feared to have with 952 remaining missin food and aid. bedridden patients. | 
filed more than 2,000 people in Gonaives has a population of Intemational troops in a UN Опе of the world’s poorest WASHINGTON—An | asteroi و‎ 
the northern Haitian city of Go- between 200,000 and 250,000 peacekeeping force have been mo- countries, Haiti has the worst de- named for a Celtic god of war will 1 
maives,thecitysmayorsaidMon- people. bilized to secure key food distribu. forestation in the western hemi- come as close to Earth today asit 
day as searchers keep discover. Тһе city was wrecked by the tion points and stop them being sphere, depriving many areas of has since 1353. 
ing more bodies 10 days after the storm. Hundreds of inhabitants overrun by starving Haitians. natural protection from flooding. . The space rock known as Tou- эшл}, | 
storm struck. have set up temporary homes іп Тһе troops fired warning shots It had already been ravaged by tatis will come today within | 

"thousands more remain Gonaives’ central cathedral, while into the air and detonated tear killer floods in May and deadly about 1.5 million km of Earth, | 
homeless after torrential rains health officials fear outbreaks of di- gas over the weekend to disperse civil strife earlier this year. relatively close by cosmic stan- 
and floodwaters tipped through  amheaand typhoid fever. mobs who threatened to ransack _ Countries from the Americas and dards, Astronomy Magazine said 
this coastal ety, 170 km north of Valentin said another 50 _ some food centers. Europe have pledged emergency inan e-mailed statement on Mon- 
Port-au-Prince. corpses were recovered in the Найз interim Prime Minister funds and shipped several tons of бау 

Те govemsmentnternational Dolan neighborhood where they Gerard Latortue on Sunday aid, induding food and medicine. Toutatis poses no danger 10 IN THIS Astronomy Magazine handout 
aid groups and UN peacekeepers Бай been buried ina mass grave. raised the prospect of temporary The Vatican announced Mon- Earth. However, if it did hit our ае NAAA 
are trying to bring disaster relief, “In total, 10 common graves evacuations in Gonaives. day that Pope John Paul II had or. planet, it would create а blast 3, poe 
Dut gangs of men wielding metal have been dug for bodies that we “We're studying the possibilty of dered the donation of $100,000 with the energy equivalent to 1 vnd 
bars have attacked food convoys have found in recent hours evacuating parts of the city by tofloodvictimsin Haiti. million tons of TNT. to outside the orbit of Mars. Because both 
arriving in Gonaives. among the rubble of destroyed neighborhood, inordertocean and Тһе money is earmarked to buy _ Measuring about 45 by 24 Earth and Toutatis are in continual mo. 

We domt have an exact toll yet, homes, under mounds of mud disinfect homes to diminish the isk drinking water food and medicine km, Toutatis will speed by Earth оп, the distance between them at closest 
butourcaleulationssurpasstees- and along the shoreline where ofepidemics” Latortue said. for the vicims of the deadly storm at 35,000 km per hour. approach every four years varies greatly. 
mates given by the cvi protec. bodies have been washed up by Further aggravating aid ef- which snuck Hait on Sept 18 kal This asteroid makes a roughly Today, Toutatis will be 250 times 
tion authorities,” Gonaives Mayor the sea,” the mayor said. forts, the main hospital in Со so ravaged the neighboring Domini- four-year wip around the sun that brighter than it was two months ago, 
oise Valentin told local radio. Valentin criticized whathe said naives was also struck by the canRepublicand Puerto Rico, AFP swings from just inside Earths orbit but it will stil be 16 times dimmer than 


Al-Qaida 
leader 
dies in 
detention In James Hilton's novel, “Lost 


BEIRUT—A suspect- Horizon,” Shangri- 
Ad aer o ehe ы. EACUS angri-La was a place 
Qaidanetworkarrest- hidden away from the raucous storms 
ed a ied EK of the outside world — a haven, a 
Masse Westan tar. respite, a secret paradise. Today, a 
gets died on Monday Shangri-La is rising at the corners of 
fom what security Pela Rosa, Perea and Nieva streets i 
Бот мы wes d Dela Rosa, Perea and Nieva streets in 
massive heartattack. Legaspi Village, at the heart of 
гезе national Makati's central business district. The 
Khatib, described аз Kuok Group's latest property 
Hrs dati elc development project in the 
маз among 10 people Philippines, The Shang Grand Tower, 
detained last week af- jg strategically located іп the midst of 
ter security forces said 3 х 
they filed a plot to life's most dynamic section. It’s a 
ay LJ ies short walk away from the bustling 
тут Beit commercial and entertainment 
и anger centers of Greenbelt and Glorietta, 
in his hometown i анд а mere stone's гон away from 
ley, where residents some of the most prestigious business 
challenged the of addresses in the city like The 
death and several Enterprise Center and The Makati 
hundred marched on 
hundred marched оп Stock Exchange. 
checkpoint, hurling 
е а S While its Makati location makes 
illinthemorning and business and pleasure easily accessible 
taken immediately t0 to its reside Shang Gr T 
hospital but he died ais ensem, prie 
f massive heart a. Places a premium ‘on privacy and 
tack," according to a security. Though residents live at the 
statement from the р 
lebanese security Center of it all, they are sheltered from 
forces. the noise and pollution of the street. All 
a ipid the саше Of 250 bedroom units in this 46-storey 
tobe 31, was given by structure are located above the fifth 
authorized medical 
examiners. AFP 


St. Helens 

1 Two separate elegant lobbies, one for 
rumb) ES the low zone and the other for the high 
back to life zone, can be found in the building. A 
Los ANGELES — buyer has a choice of one, two and 
‘Mount St. Helens, а three-bedroom units. The floor area of 
volcano that devastat- 5 
ао аа of te US (һе units ranges from 80 to 275 square 
аа when it meters. Two Grand Penthouse units top 
Medici bad the 45th and 46th floors. On the Sth 
Me тшш баз ога level is the Amenities Floor which 
logis sald Monday effectively shields the residential floors. 

Expers believe hat They can relax and unwind in the gym 
Aden and poten, and fitness centers, function rooms, 
cull be on the мау topical garden and pool. Parking space 
е си pacha is amply provided for, with four parking 
began hitting the area levels at the basement and three levels at 
in the states of Wash- the podi 
ingoa and Oregon ан анин 
recent days. 

“We һауе had small The interior design of The Shang Grand 
swarm of earthquakes s 
hut begun last Thus. Tower is generally contemporary with 
day and are woried the combination of warm and natural 
that a smal ны materials. The design of the building is a 
waming" said Peter collaboration between Hong Kong- 
Frenzen, а Wi Te based Palmer and Turner and renowned 
lens National Volcanic Filipino architects, Recio & Casas. 
Monument. 

“The earthquake ee 
activity is occuring Рог a preview of life in paradise, visit 
below the dome—all el uni е Sh 
below the dome dl the model units at The Shang Grand 
Helihood ӨГ smali Tower Sales Office at 4th Avenue comer 
= die m та Rizal Drive, Bonifacio Global City, 
ding ache moun. Taguig. You can also visit the website at 


tain had not been hit Зз ate 
tan had nor елді wwrtheshanggrandiower.com, You can 


shee 2001. ^ AFP also enil sules@theshanggrandtower.com. 
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floor, safely above the noise and din of 
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ho Sun, it makes a close pass by Earth 
tamus 


the faintest stars that can be seen with 
unaided еуез. 

Normally Toutatis could be spied with 
binoculars from locations away from city. 
lights, but the brightness of the nearly full 
Moon on Wednesday will make the aster- 
oid harder to see. Reuters 
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Russia wants tougher UN action vs terror: 


UNITED NATIONS Russia intro- 
duced a draft resolution calling 
for a new list of suspects who 
‘would be subject to extradition in. 
а stepped-up global campaign 
against terrorism. China wel- 
сотей it, but Pakistan and other. 
Security Council members eyed 
the proposal with caution. 

Russa, which has denounced 
Westem countries for granting asy- 
lum to Chechen leaders it has 
linked to violence, has been push- 
ing the United Nations to take 
tougher action against terrorists 
and circulated the draft last week. 

The Russian draft introduced 
‘Monday condemns ай acts of terror- 
ism and stresses the need forthe 15 
council nations to "cooperate full” 
in tracking down the perpetrators 
and organizers of terrorist attacks. 

It asks the committee monitor- 
ing what governments are doing to 


fight terrorism to consider how to 


draft, and he was hoping fora vote 
draw up a new list of “individuals, 


later this week or early next week. 

Denisov said the Security Coun- 
i is united in fighting terrorism 
but he said "some countries have 
some problems .. with definitions 
of terrorism, first, and the specific 
balance between international law 
and national legislative systems” 
with regard to asylum, extradition 
and the ist of suspects. 

Pakistan's UN Ambassador Mu- 
mir Akram said secking to put a 
definition of terrorism in the 
draft, drawing up a list of terror 
suspects, and the issue of asylum 
are*going to be difficult.” 

“af is а general lit, everybodys 
going to put his favorite guy or gal 
onthelist,” he said. "There will be no 
agreement on such a general ist” 

He noted that the General As- 
sembly has tried for years to дейле 
terrorism but has never reached 


tion of anyone named in thelist.” 
‘The proposed text defines ter- 
rorism, reminding "that any act in- 
tended to cause death or serious 
injury to civilians or taking of 
hostages with the purpose to pro- 
voke a state of terror, intimidate a 
population or compel a govem- 
‘ment or an international organiza- 
tion to do orto abstain from doing 
any act, constitute terrorist acts 


Now. every 

family gathering 
becomes 

a GRAND reunion. 
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The Shang Grand Tower 


C) Luxury 46-storey residential condominium 
of 1-, 2-, 3-bedroom units 


Cl Unique 5-street frontage — corner of Dela 
Rosa, Perea and Nieva Streets in Legaspi 
Village, Makati 


D Walking distance to Greenbelt, Glorietta 
and the Makati business district, yet far 
cnough from the hustle and bustle 


T Special amenities include: 2 lobbies, gym 
and fitness center, adult and children's 
pools, concierge service 


CI Services like catering and 7-day laundry 
service linked to Makati Shangri-La Hotel 


LJ Expected completion date, late 2005 


Model units ready for viewing. Monday to Sunday, 
at your best appointed time. The Shang Grand Tower 
Sales Office, 4th Avenue corner Rizal Drive, 

Global City, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. 


For inquiries, please call: 811-1819, 
811-0556 or fax 811-0557. 


weww:TheShangGrandTower.com 
Sales@TheShangGrandTower.com 


“This is a very com 
question, and we will see how we 
сап have a resolution that really 
furthers the tide against terror- 
ism without infringing in any way. 
national law, constitutional law, 
and so on," 

But Britain's UN Ambassador 


another countrys freedom fighters, 
several council members said. 

The extradition issue also poses 
problems with some countries sup- 
porting it, some opposing it and 
some wanting assurances that the 
suspects would not face the death 
penalty, torture, or other human 
Tights violations, Akram said. 

“Ош feeling would be that the 
Russians would do well to focus on 
the terorist organization or organiza- 
ons that have been attacking them 
and go for them in the same way that 
we went for al Qaida," he sid. 

US Deputy Ambassador Stuart 
Holliday said US legal experts 
were studying the draft. 

German Ambassador Gunter 
Pleuger said the document was 
being reviewed by the justice 
ministry in Berlin. 
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Makati's Newest 
Luxury Address 


“Why did I choose to buy a unit at 
The Shang Grand Tower? To sum it 
all up, because it is Shangri-La," Rico 
Tantoco of the retail giant Rustan's 
family, quickly answered when asked 
why his family got a unit at The 
‘Shang Grand Tower. “1 used to live in 
Hong Kong and I am quite familiar 
with Shangri-La and the Kuok 
developments there. With a Kuok 
development or project, you can 
expect Iuxury, the finest quality and 
superior service. Rustan's has always 
stood for the very same things. Nena 
and I also liked The Shang Grand 
Tower's location. It is near the malls 
and the Makati central business 
district but away from all tlie hustle 
and bustle.” 


The Shang Grand Tower is the latest 
property development project of the 
world-renowned Kuok Group, one of 
Asia's most diversified and dynamic 
multinational conglomerates. In real 
estate, the company is most well known 
for owning and managing properties in 
the Asia-Pacific region composed of 


luxury hotels, beach resorts and business 


hotels, most notable of which is the 
award-winnifg Shangri-La Hotels and 
Resorts which consist of over 40 
properties. The Group's extensive 
property assets are found in Australia, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Thailand, the Philippines and China. 


The design of The Shang Grand Tower 
is a collaboration between Hong Kong- 
based Palmer and Turner and renowned 
Filipino architects, Recio & Casas. Опе 
who takes up residence in The Shang 
Grand Tower can take a look out of the. 
window and get an unparalleled view, 
not just of Makati, but of key spots in 
the metropolis. He also gets a 
picturesque sunset from the west, and 
from the east a horizon that sretches 
from the Makati skyline to Manila Bay 
to the Quezon City area, all the way to 
the Ninoy Aquino International Airport 


Landscaping consultation for the tower 
was provided by Belt Coll 
international specialist in landscape 
architecture, land planning, urban 
design, , resort engineering, 
environmental consulting, physical 
planning and theme/water park design. 
Design experts, Hospitality and Leisure 
Asia, are doing the interiors. 


The 250-unit gem located at the comers 
of Dela Rosa, Perea and Nieva streets in 
Legaspi Village is scheduled for 
completion late 2005. With one floor 
completed every week, construction is 
now on the 33rd floor. Topping off is 
scheduled for January 2005. For more 
information уби may call 811-1819 and 
811-0556. 
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Pleuger said. 


Parry said, “We're 


quite positive to it.” 

“А number of things have to be 
worked out, but the overall ap-. 
proach—we're | quite 
with,” he said. "The question of 

ons of terr 
organizations, have merits and 
problems, so well have to work. 
that throug! 

China's UN Ambassador Wang: 
Guangya strongly endorsed the 
Russian draft on Friday. 

“Its a good resol 
its an important issue, and we 
have to address it,” he said. 
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Israel 

threatens 
strikes i 
on Syria : 


 JERUSALEM-— kel. 


stopped short of saying: 
itkiled a Hamas leader. 
in Damascus. 

Syria had accused 
Israel of terrorism fol- 
lowing the Palestinian 
militants death in a 
саг bombing on Sun: 
day three weeks after 
Hamas killed 16 1 
таейв in bombings 1 
rael blamed on the 1 
Tamic group's exiles ini 
Damascus. 

їп фе latest vio- 
lence, an Israeli heli: 
copter missile strike 
kiled а Palestinian 
militant traveling with; 
other members of the’ 
Popular | Resistance. 
Committees, an um- 
brella militant group, 
inacarinthesouthem’ 
Gaza town of Khai” 
Younis, medics sid. 

The Israeli amy, 
said it targeted a “ser. 
nior PRC member" re- 
sponsible for dozens 
of shootings and mor- 
tar bomb attacks. 

Shortly after the 
helicopter attack, 
Palestinian gunmen 
kidnapped an Israeli 
Arab producer for the 
CNN television пег, 
work from a car in 
Gaza City after ask- 
ing for him by name. 

"There was no imme: 
diste claim of responsi- 
biiy, Such incidens 
involving journalists 
have been rare in Gaza 
and in the West Bank 
during the past four 
years of IsraelPales- 
tinian violence. 

Earlier, Israeli troops: 
shot dead two fighters 
туш to plant a bomb 
тег Gaza's border 
fence, Palestinian secu: 
riy sources said. 

Tn the West Bank, Б- 
тей police arrested a 
Jewish setter for the 
shooting death of a. 
Palestinian taxi drive 
and in фе ciy of- 
Nablus, soldiers killed 
two Palestinians during 
what residents said 
were confrontations 
міф stone-throwers, 
Israeli military sources 
said the tops shot 
Two armed men. 

‘Taking aim at Syria, 
Israeli Deputy Defense 
Minister Zeev Boim 
said the Jewish state's 
northern neighbor was 
“а central junction in 
regional ^ terrorism” 
and President Bashar 
al-Assad “works there 
asthe traffic officer" 

“Syria is responsi- 
ble for directing this 
terrorism against us 
and therefore it can- 
not be immune to our 
operations aimed at 
preventing terror" 
Boim said on Israel 
Radio || Reuters 
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‘Useless witness’ 


HE said she left early because she did not want to 
S an incident." But Sen. Miriam Defensor- 

Santiago did just that, when she walked out last 
Thursday on a Senate investigation she was largely re- 
sponsible for starting. 

“1 was afraid I might become too biting in my com- 
ments," Santiago said, by way of explaining why she 

quite literally turned her back on former 

EDITORIAL President Fidel V. Ramos, the principal 

witness in the blue ribbon committee 

hearing on alleged irregularities in the Smokey Mountain 
reclamation project. 

Santiago, whom Ramos defeated in the 1992 presiden- 
tial election, continues to maintain that Ramos had 
cheated her of victory. And she does not bother to contain 
the contempt she feels for her one-time Cabinet col- 
league. Last Thursday, she characteristically called him 
"arrogant," and described his unprecedented testimony 
as nothing more than an exercise in “finger-pointing.” 
Ramos, she said, with the practiced air of an expert in the 
political arts, was a "useless witness." 

Now what exactly did Santiago expect, when she 
showed up at the hearing? That the first former president 
to testify in а Senate investigation would simply roll over 
and commit political and legal suicide? That he would 
{ез up, so to speak? If she did, then Santiago should feel 
right at home in the chamber she calls “the Senate of id- 
iots.” 

Questioned about the legality of the reclamation pro- 
ject, Ramos naturally testified that he had relied on the 
advice of his justice secretary (Franklin Drilon, now the 
Senate president) and his chief presidential legal counsel. 
(Antonio Carpio, now an associate justice of the Supreme 
Court). His answer or defense was only to be expected. 

What Santiago should have done, after Ramos stuck to 
his talking points, was to try to get him off his script. But 
all she managed to do was exchange one-liners with her 
political rival. At one point, Santiago told Ramos that he 
had not answered why a total of P3.1 billion was released 
to the controversial R-II Builders firm. 

“1 just answered that,” Ramos replied. 

"That's what you think,” Santiago shot back. 

And that was that. 

All this absurd behavior raises the question: What are 
legislative investigations for? The short answer, of 
course, comes straight from the Constitution. They are 
“in aid of legislation.” The long, comprehensive answer is 
more complicated and less complimentary. They are exer- 
cises in finger-pointing. More often than not, however, it 
is the legislators who are doing the pointing. 

Consider the various hearings on the fiscal crisis or on 
related matters such as the proposed new tax measures. 
Essentially, our sainted senators and congressmen used 
these to shift the focus of public attention from the pork 
barrel to government-owned and -controlled corpora- 
tions and Palace spending. 

Or consider the hearings which dealt with the woes of 
the National Power Corp. These shifted the blame from 
the senators and congressmen who had approved the 
controversial arrangements, such as the retire-then-re- 
hire scheme, to the government officials who implement- 
ed them. 

The Smokey Mountain hearing last Thursday had a 
similar finger-pointing quality, but it wasn’t only Ramos 
who was doing the pointing. 

The reality is, legislative investigations have been 
abused in recent years. Instead of being used as a public 
forum to find out the truth about an issue of undeniable 
public interest, legislators have used the hearings to press 
their case, to advance their version of the truth. We would. 
characterize their behavior as ideologically driven, ex- 
cept that party and personal interest do not an ideology 
make. 

‘The unfortunate thing is that this crassly partisan be- 
havior no longer seems remarkable or out of place. Al- 
‘most everybody seems to be practicing it. Indeed, the 
very notion that senators and congressmen can rise above 
party or personal interest is altogether quaint, an idea 
from an idealized past. 

Is it too much to expect that an ex-judge like Santiago 
withhold her judgment during a legislative inquiry? Or 
use the immense power of the process to get at the truth? 

‘We agree: a witness may be useless. But what uses did 
Santiago have in mind? 
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PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo has ordered 
the sale of the Philippine National Railways 
railroad tracks in Metro Manila. She said that 
with the elevated Light Rail Transit and Metro- 
rail there, the ground level railroad tracks аге 
то longer needed. 

This is the kind of mindless, knee-jerk and 
stupid decision-making that characterizes this. 
‘administration. 

Coming back from her visit to China, the 
President trumpeted the revival of the North- 
rail Line up to Malolos, Bulacan, to be funded 
by the Chinese government. The Southrail 
Line to Calamba, Laguna, will also be con- 
structed. Eventually, the two lines will stretch 
to their original terminals in Damortis, La 
Union, in the north and Legazpi, Albay, in the 
south. But pray tell, how are you going to con- 
тест the two rail lines if the tracks running 
through Metro Manila have already been sold 
to squatters? How will the cargos and passen- 
gers from North and Central Luzon be trans- 
ported to Southern Luzon, and vice versa? Will 
the cargos be unloaded from the train at the 
outskirts of Мето Manila and trucked to the 
other side of the metropolis, from where they 
will continue their train trip to ther final desti 
nations? Will passengers get off outside Metro 
Manila, take a bus to the other side, and then 
board the train again? Stupid, iba? 

Besides, even with the LRT and Metrorail, 
we still need a commuter train. You cannot 
load fish from Pangasinan and vegetables from 
Baguio on these elevated rail lines. And you 
cannot load vegetables and coconuts from the 
south on them. There's not enough room even 
for passengers in Metro Manila, what more for 
cargos? Brainless, talaga. 

‘This administration must be really desper- 
ate for money. It wants to sell everything, even 
assets that are literally nailed to the ground. 
And it is so afraid of squatters it doesn't even 
‘want to touch them. 

Tr is now becoming clear why we are a poor, 
begging Third World country that is genting 


ТМ glad “Fahrenheit 9/11" will finally be 
shown in Philippine movie houses. Better late. 
than never. The (pirated) DVD, of course, has 
been around for some time now, something | 
hope Michael Moore, whose website has had 
the most visitors for some time, will condone. 
То know folk who are deep into the Web are 
possessed of the spirit of freeware and share- 
ware. 1 can attest to that: the best video and 
audio software out there is free. In any case, 
Moore has always professed a desire to spread 
the Bad News about George W Bush. 

"Nowhere should that have à more mission- 
ary effect than in this country, bastion of pro- 
‘Americanism in Asia. No, in all the world: you 
cannot find a people more in love with their 
former colonial master, as witness the witless 
coverage of Bush's visit to this country last 
year. You can't have a bigger exercise in obse- 
uiousness, on the part of Malacafiang, the 
media and the public. 

1 personally would be curious to see how 
“Fahrenheit” fares locally. it enjoyed a tre- 
mmendous run in the United States, the docu- 
mentary crashing into the Top 10 Movies list 
for several weeks, holding its own among 
bigbudgeted blockbusters. Truly, truth is 
stranger than fiction, or more dramatic. 1 
wrote about "Fahrenheit" a couple of months 
ago, suggesting that Congress make it re- 
quired viewing in aid not just of legislation 
but of improving its members’ minds. The 
suggestion, | understand, was received well: 
learned that several senators and congress- 
men were looking for a copy of the documen- 
tary. (So much for Edu Manzano's crusade.) I 
still chink the foreign relations committee of 
the House and Senate should watch it en 
banc. Preferably in the movie house, to give 
Moore some income. 

Its showing could not have come at a bet- 
ter time, though any time would always be a 
ood time in this country for things that dis- 
abuse it of its illusions. It comes not just on 
the eve ofthe US elections but at a time when 
меге groping for a policy to replace the dis- 
astrous one mounted by Gloria Macapagal- 
Arrmvo over the last three vears since 9/11 


Neal H. Cruz 


poorer every year. We do everything that is the 
Opposite of what prosperous, progressive 
Countries are doing. While countries like 
Japan, the United States, Germany, Italy and 
the United Kingdom are developing and ex- 
panding their railroads, we are phasing out 
Ош own railroad by selling the tracks and 
right-of-way, 

“Japan, Europe and even China now have the 
fastest and most modern trains in the world. 
For even with the initial love affair with the 
motor vehicle, trans are still the most econom- 
ical way of transporting the most cargos and 
passengers. 

Fast trains to and from the inner cities to е 
open countryside are the surest way to decon- 
gest the urban areas. Millions can work in the 
cities during the day and still go home to the 
fresh sir and open space of the countryside in 
the evening. They don't have to live in festering 
slums in the cities. Japanese who work in Tokyo 
сап have dinner at 7 or 8 p.m. at home—as far 
away from Tokyo as Tarlac or Pangasinan is 
from Manila—because of the bullet train, 

Тат not saying that we should have the bul- 
let train now. We cannot afford it yet. But we. 
should have not only the national railroad 
from north to south but also a commuter rail to 
take passengers around Metro Manila and sub- 
urbs. Even with the LRT, Metrorail and the bus 
and jeepney lines, we still need them. Tokyo, 
New York and other modern cites have the 
subway, the train, the commuter rail and the 
highways at the Same time. In addition, San 
Francisco has the elevated Bay Area Rapid 
‘Transit System. Besides these, Germany and 


Foresight 


THERE'S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


which brought Angelo de la Cruz close to los- 
ing his head. it is a sublime irony, a govern- 
ment losing its head and nearly causing one. 
of the governed to lose his. There is a lesson. 
tobe learned there, for those willing to heed 
D 

‘As “Fahrenheit” shows (which has been ob- 
vious to most ofthe world ай this time but will 
probably still come as a surprise to many Fil- 
ipinos), George W Bush is to the war against 
terror ав the Colombian cartel is to the war 
against cocaine. He is not its biggest prosecu- 
tor, he is its biggest obstacle. Bush owes his 
fortune, if not his fame, tothe very family that 
bred Osama bin Laden, which is the Bin 
Ladens of Saudi Arabia. That explains in part 
his eagerness to turn his gaze away from 
Osama bin Laden and shift it to Saddam Hus- 
sein, even if the latter had nothing to do with 
9/11 or with al-Qaida. As Bush's campaign to 
justify the war on Iraq further shows, he isn't 
just the biggest obstacle to the war against 
terror, he is the biggest contributor to terror. 
То carry out that war, he terrorized the Ameri- 
can public, he terrorized the United Nations, 
and he terrorized the world. 

A few days ago, 1 heard Roilo Golez being 
interviewed on TV. He was asked at one point 
if recent developments in Iraq were not a rea- 
son for him as former national security advis- 
er, and the other members of GMA's war coun- 
‘Gi, to admit they were wrong to have ardently 
supported that war. Golez answered that we 
could not afford to make judgments from 
hindsight, everyone was always right in hind- 
sight. Where we were last year, he said, we 
had no choice but to support that мас We 
based our postion on US intelligence reports, 


California have high-speed autobahns and 
freeways. The United Kingdom has the tunnel 
under the English Channel to France, and 
Hong Kong has its own underwater tunnel to 
Kowloon. 

"We need not only the trains and commuter. 
rails but we also have to increase the number of 
trains in the existing elevated гай lines. There 
are so many passengers who want to ride them 
because they are fast, but there is no longer 
space for them. It was expected that the elevat- 
ед rails would lead to the demise of the buses 
and jeepneys and make car owners leave their 
vehicles at home; they are the causes of the traf- 
fic chaos in the streets below. But that is not 
happening because there are not enough trains. 
The passengers are there but not the trains 

The operators can earn more by buying 
more trains, but they do not want to invest 
any more money because they are content 
‘with their profits. The government has guar- 
anteed their minimum income and pays for 
the difference between this minimum and 
their actual earnings, so why bother to invest 
more? That is why the government is losing so 
much money subsidizing them. They could 
earn profits from their operations by bringing 
im more trains but the government doesnt 
bother to force them. 

There is a PNR тай right-of-way along Recto 
то Tutuban to the North and South Harbors. 
‘GMA may think they are no longer needed, but 
that line can considerably ease traffic in down- 
town Manila by taking the container vans to 
and from the piers on board cargo trains in- 
stead of truck-trailers. 

"Why did the government allow the PNR to 
deteriorate to its present wretched state in the 
first place? Up to the time of President Diosda- 
do Macapagal, trains with first-class coaches 
ran from Damortis to Legazpi. You could take 
the night Bicol Express at Tutuban, sleep com- 
fortably on board and wake up refreshed the 
next morning already in Legazpi. 

"When will that time come back again? 


and “we had no reason not to believe them." 

"Why so? Why did we have no reason not to 
believe the lies issuing from the bowels of the 
Pentagon and the White House? Except for a 
few countries that formed the so-called "coali- 
tion of the willing” (Moore has some truly fun 
пу things to say about them in “Fahrenheit”, 
the whole world was against it. The UN was 
against it. Even the very UN inspectors of 
‘weapons of mass destruction were against it; 
they found no evidence of those weapons іп 
iraq, All we had to go on was the weird logic of 
George Bush and Dick Cheney and Donald 
Rumsfeld that if the UN couldn't find weapons 
‘of mass destruction in гай, it must be because. 
Saddam had managed to hide them! 

‘Why did we have no choice but to support. 
the occupation of Iraq? What is this—in the 
event of doubt, sugod mga kapatid? No, this 
isn'ta matter of making judgments from hind- 
sight, this is a matter of looking at things with 
foresight. Or never mind foresight, just using 
common sense, 

“Fahrenheit” should help drive home the 
folly of that tack, for those who still haven't 
seen it. It should also remind us of why De la 
Cruz was abducted to begin with, something 
we seem to have forgotten in the blaze of gov- 
ernment’ self-congratulatory, rescue-mode, 
chest-thumping afterward. | heard in the 
news some days ago that the government still 
refuses to send OFWs to Iraq on the ground 
that what happened to De la Cruz could still 
happen again. Well, we continue to defend 
that war, it will happen again. We condemn it 
as the immoral occupation itis, it won't. 

they would show “Bowling for 
Columbine" along with "Rihrenheit 9/11." 
The first is just as insightful, if not more so, 
and should have something to say about the. 
deeper sources of the war in Iraq, But that can 
‘wait, maybe ший “Fahrenheit” proves com- 
mercially successful. 

"But, no, а great deal of what is right and 
wrong we can sec not just from hindsight, we 
can espy it from foresight. 

Or never mind foresight, from just using 
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THE QUESTION of whether or mot to grant 
amnesty to the Oakwood mutiny leaders who 
have apologized divides the nation along the con- 
flicting arguments that amnesty would encour 
age further military “adventurism,” and that іс 
‘would promote political stability. The state of the 
debate is such that President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
as commander in chief of the armed forces, is un- 
likely to settle the issue immediately. 

She does not give it a sense of urgency as there 
‘are more compelling issues such as, for example, 
the swelling fiscal deficit. The rebels apology has 
been accepted, and the President is non-commit- 
tal about clemency and the trial of the mutineers 
will go ahead. And ший the trial is completed, 
there is no offense to punish or pardon. 

"This process buys time for the President. 
‘What she does afterwards will certainly stir up. 
а storm cloud of controversy, for coups are а 
highly contentious issue that has polarized the 
country since 1986. 

"The President is not the type who grabs the bull 
by the horns when it charges. She is like a matador 
in a bull fight, nimbly sidestepping the furious 
beast and diverting it toward the cape. The case 
history of Ms Arroyo; written in bold letters, is one 
‘of temporizing with crisis while waiting for it to 
dissipate or for the intervention of events that pre- 
sent options for compromise. She is not a con- 
frontational President, but evading confrontation 
has its dangers. When a leader is not in charge, 
events can spin out of control Events tend to over- 
take hedging leadership, leaving it no option at all. 

‘The debate over amnesty begs the question of 
why а the coups since 1986 have failed. A num- 
ber of leaders ofthe rebellions that plagued the 
Aquino government from 1986 to 1989 have 
been put on court martial and cashiered (this ca- 
bal includes ex-Col. Gregorio Honasan and his 
RAM boys), and whatever the outcome of their 
cases, there have been a number of rebellions 
from 1989 that rocked the post-Aquino period, 
excluding the presidency of retired Gen. Fidel 


"VIOLENCE against women is both a cause and a 
consequence of HIV/AIDS,” declares a joint re- 
por of UNAIDS, UNFPA and Unifem, titled 
“Women and HIV/AIDS: Confronting the Crisis” 

While the true extent of violence against wom- 
еп around the world is unknown, current re- 
search indicates that violence at the hands of 
spouses or intimate partners “ranges anywhere 
from 10 to 69 percent, and one in four women 
may experience sexual violence from a partner in 
her lifetime." The figure doesn’t even include vio- 
lence at the hands of strangers. 

Economic disruption, war ог conflict also exac- 
erbate gender-based violence, the document 
says. Globally, up to 2 million women are traf- 
ficked every year, many of them at great risk of 
sexual abuse and all at risk of HIV infection. 

Being identified as HIV-positive also places 
‘woman at greater risk of violence, from being 
beaten by a partner, abandoned, or thrown out of 
the home. Many women say they are afraid to ask 
their partners to change their sexual behavior or 
use protection, even if they suspect thein 
are engaged in risky behavior. This fear of the con- 
Sequences of “finding out,” or of being labeled а 
“loose” woman, has kept women from being test- 
ей, from returning for their results if they are test- 
ed, or from participating in treatment programs. 

Even those who agree to be treated have diffi- 

culty adhering to the regimen “because they are 
trying to hide their pills.” At the same time, says 
the document, "while violence and the fear of vio- 
Тепсе make it hard for women to access preven- 
tion, treatment and care, the very fact that they 
are living with violence seems to increase their 
susceptibility to HIV” 
‘THE DOCUMENT cites the findings of a recent 
study, conducted in South Africa and one of the 
first to show a firm link between violence and 
HIV that women who are beaten or dominated 
by their partners are much more likely to be- 
‘come infected by HIV than those living in non- 
violent households. 

Data gathered by the study showed that 
women who were beaten by their husbands or 
boyfriends were 48 percent more likely to be- 


HARDLY a week passes without news ofthe sorry 
state of our countrys health care system. Govern- 
ment health workers are shaving their heads in 
desperation not only because of the pittance they 
get as wages but also because they do not receive 
егеп the basic salary due them. The government 
has slashed its health budget even further and 
now allocates a scandalous 35 centavos per Fil 
pino for one of the most basic of human needs. At 
least 35 medical schools are on the brink of clo- 
sure because of a large drop in enrollment while 
atleast 2,000 physicians are expected to leave the 
country for greener pastures this year alone. The 
lack of new doctors has reached such a propor- 
tion that even the most sought after training insti- 
tutions such as URPGH, which used to turn away 
зо many applicants for residency, cannot even fill 
up half of its available positions today. 

Patients in government hospitals around the 
country are already feeling the effects of this 
alarming trend. Soon patients in private hospitals 
will fel it, too, 

‘This being the reality, one would think our legis- 
lators would be anxious to come up with laws that 
would encourage our health workers, especially 
our physicians, to stay. Ви no. Not a single bill fled 
in the Senate seeks to address this pressing prob- 
lem. On the contrary almost ай the proposed legis- 
lation are punitive, aimed at punishing medical 
practitioners. But even more absurd is the fact that 
many of these proposed measures are rehashed 
bills that were trashed by previous Congresses, be- 
cause of the clear danger they pose to the life of our 
already moribund health care system. 

‘Among these rehashed bills is Senate Bill 1720 
authored by Sen. Sergio Озтейа which seeks not 
only to criminalize “malpractice” but also to force 
all physicians and dentists to get "mandatory 
malpractice insurance." Well, at least Osmefia 
makes no effort to hide the real intention of his 
bill ог who its ultimate beneficiaries will be. 

How oppressive is this bill? fit were passed in- 
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Ramos. The Arroyo government that was іп. 
stalled by the soft coup on the government of 
President Joseph Estrada comes close to the 
record of the Aquino government as the regime 
most rocked by coup turbulence. 

Since his failed plot to stage a coup against 
President Marcos in 1985, Honasen has been im- 
plicated in coup plots against the Aquino and Ar- 
Toyo governments. He has emerged none the 
worse for this record, as far as his political life is 
concerned. He won political vindication by being 
elected tothe Senate. 

"Honasan's political career path tells us that the 
question of how the state should deal with mili 
tary adventurism eventually boils down to a po- 
litical question that is decided either by elections 
or executive action. That is what is happening to 
the Oakwood case. thas become a political ques- 
tion involving political pragmatism, for the time 
to teach a stern lesson is past. 

‘The best time to serve mutinous soldiers the les- 
son that the state means business is at the time 
‘when the rebellion breaks out. Rebellion involves 
treason—the overthrow of the state—the most se- 
rious offense any citizen can commit. I is more se- 
rious than desertion during war, which is punished 
by execution ой the spot to send a clear warning to 
the troops. The best time to instill the lesson of 
‘punitive action is when the rebels are caught in the 
act of mutiny In hard states, rebels are summarily 
executed and summarily put on trial. But thats not 
the way we have been handling military rebels. 

Since the coups on the Aquino regime in the 
1980s up to the Oakwood siege, our approach 
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‘come infected by HIV than those who were 
жат Spat pena! financial- 
ly dominated by their partner were 52 percent 
more likely to be infected than those who were 
mot. 

The increased vulnerability is tied to several 
issues, the document states. One is lack of con- 
trol, for as it pointed out: "Male condoms ог 
other protection are irrelevant when a woman. 
is being beaten or raped." Another is physio- 
logical susceptibility. The WHO reports that 
during “forced vaginal penetration, abrasions 
and cuts commonly occur, thus facilitating the 
entry of the virus—when it is pre 
‘sent—through the vaginal mucosa.” 

‘The risk is even greater for young girls. 
‘Their reproductive tracts “are not fully devel- 
oped and are therefore prone to tearing dur- 
ing sexual activity" They are also more prone 
to sexual coercion, with up to one-third of ado- 
lescent girls reporting in several studies that 
their first sexual experience was coerced. 


in these relationships can lead to violence or 
the threat of it.” 

Even more heartbreaking is that the risk of 
violence and sexual abuse is high among girls 
‘who are orphaned by AIDS, many of whom 
face a heightened sense of ho along 
with a lack of emotional and support. 
In Zambia, for instance, human rights groups 
found that hundreds of young girls whose par- 
ents died from AIDS were being sexually as- 
Saulted by family members or guardians or 
forced into sex work to survive. 


Madness 


(COMMENTARY 
Ma. Dominga B. Padilla, M.D. 


to law, for any “malpractice” (which, as defined, 
includes even the most minor, unintentional in- 
jury), a health practitioner would lose his license 
‘and be punished with a prison term plus fine far 
greater than those prescribed by our penal code 
Tor crimes such as treason, frustrated homicide 
and even mutilation. The bill would open medi- 
cal practitioners to harassment since anyone, 
even someone not related to the patient, can sue 
regardless of whether the patient wants to do it 
or not. Worse, the БЇЇ would even deny patients 
and their families ће right to forgive their doctor 
and not allow all concerned to move on since it 
provides that even express pardon by the patient 
and his family “will not be a legal impediment to 
the prosecution of the crime, nor will it extin- 
guish the criminal action still pending, nor will it 
Constitute a ground for remitting the penalty al- 
ready imposed.” Even cold-blooded murderers 
are entitled to forgiveness, but medical practi- 
toners, whose main purpose is to heal and serve, 
are deemed unworthy of this. Indeed, nowhere in 
the world is there a law against medical practi- 
tioners as harsh as this 

‘What has gotten into the heads of our honor- 
able legislators? Is madness now an epidemic in 
‘our government so that our lawmakers believe 
creating an extremely hostile environment for 
‘our medical practitioners will help solve our 
pressing health problems? 15 mandatory mal- 
Practice insurance the overwhelming cry of a 
country where at least 40 percent of people live 
in abject poverry, where many hospitals lack the 
most basic laboratory equipment and medicines? 
Is an oppressive malpractice law the answer to 
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has been less harsh and less summary and has fa- 
vored negotiating a way out of stand-off. 

Soldiers themselves, not excluding the chain of 
‘command, were at the center of negotiations in- 
stead of the civil authorities whose fate depended 
upon the outcome of the soldiers negotiations. 

"The chain of command has tended not to im- 
pose the ultimate decision which is summary exe- 
‘cation. Although the military was fractured by 
the coups of the 1980s, miliary leaders, not ex- 

luding Ramos, engaged in negotiations motivat- 
ced by the belief that soldiers should not shoot one 
another. So, during the coup crises, the soldiers 
themselves engaged іп barracks politics to mi 
mize carnage among themselves, even as it was 
ear to military factions loyal to the government 
that their opponents were at war with the state, 
which they wanted to overthrow, an offense de- 
serving of the sternest punishment. 

"This same mentality of the military fixing the 
‘mess committed by its members to avoid carnage 
among themselves came into play in the Oakwood 
mutiny Delicate negotiations to end the siege were 
carried out by no less than the chief of staff and se- 
nior military leaders, using their PMA network as 
the framework to soften the harsh edges of conflict. 

Since the military has set the stage for the in- 
tervention of military leaders to act as mediators 
in state crises, within the framework of unwritten 
rules that soldiers should not shed one another's 
blood, it is pointless to carry on a debate in the 
ivil sector over whether amnesty would encour- 
age military adventurism. 

"This debate is irrelevant because it ignores the 
fact that military adventurism is decided inside 
the barracks where it is determined whether a 
government is legitimate and deserving of the 
support of the chain of command. So when the 
question comes up at the proper time over 
amnesty for the Oakwood rebels, it will not be de- 
cided solely by the President and the civilian au- 
thorities. The military will not leave this question 
entirely in the hands of the civilians. 


UNLESS the link between gender-based violence 
and HIV is broken, “it will be hard to reverse the 

jemi,” the three UN agencies say. While the. 

lenges are daunting, there are many models 
already in place that use a variety of approaches: 
utilizing the health care system, human rights 
‘protection, education, legal reform and working. 
‘with community groups. 

One thing is clear, though, the document 
notes. While men are the instigators of violence, 
they are also essential to the solution. 

În many pans of the wold there are mens 
groups involved in examining men's own atti- 
tudes and behaviors, to see how these should be 
altered the better to put women and men, young 
and old, less at risk of infection. "I realized it was 
impossible to work around issues of gender when 
you haven't started with yourself.” said a young 
man working as a peer counselor in South Africa. 


SUPER-ORGANIZED individuals (like I am 
not) may want to give an early start to their 
Christmas shopping at the much-anticipated 
Unifem Bazaar оп Saturday, Oct. 16 at the 


Tibet and China, native handicraft, Christmas 
‘ornaments, sports gear, homemade delicacies 
and many more. 

Bring family and friends and win a trip to 
Hong Kong for two and other raffle prizes. Ma- 
Jor credit cards are accepted. 


the plight of millions of Filipinos who die without 
ever being examined by a doctor simply because 
there is no one to be found? 

“Two years ago, a national witch-hunt against 
doctors was launched because of rabid media 
support for a medical malpractice bill whose pro- 
visions were identical to SB 1720. Even then we 
already warned the public that an exodus of doc- 
tors and nurses was likely to follow. Most peopl 
thought we were bluffing. But today we are wit- 
messing this prediction coming true, and the 
worse is yet to come. 

We, medical practitioners, are growing tired of 
fighting and of being called self-serving when ай 
we want is quality health care for our people. We 
are weary of having to explain the obvious dan- 
gers of a bill that, like the undead, is repeatedly 
Killed but manages to again come alive in various 
forms and permutations. But we cannot hire the 
services of spin doctors. We cannot possibly com- 
pete in this front, and the truth should not require 
any spin. All we can do is appeal to our patients 
and to media practitioners of goodwill, and let 
them see the real score. We pray that they, too, 
will fighe the good fight and oppose such bills, not. 
зо much for our sake, because we can always орг 
to leave, but especially for their own. 

1f our legislators and our people cannot see 
what is staring us in the face and choose instead 
to believe the deceptive voice of vested interests, 
зо be й. One day soon the concerned legislators 
and this bills supporters will find themselves. 
somewhere in the Philippines in desperate need 
ofa doctor, and find only an empty hospital. Then 
perhaps they will listen. 


Ma. Dominga B. Padilla, M.D. is ап ophthalmol- 
ор and one of five individuals recently recog- 
nized as a "Hero for Health” by the Department of 
Health and Pfizer Philippines for her pioneering 
work in eye banking that has restored sight to 
thousands of Filipinos. 
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A culture of risk 
and danger? 


WHY do we constantly take risks? In Tagalog we use the 
word “igtas” to mean safe, but think hard now, how often do 
you actually use the word? Think, too, if you can translate “Is 
it safe to cross the street here?" into Tagalog. Or, would you 
ask, “Is this medicine safe?" 

‘These were the questions Һай to grapple with in my head 
as I prepared a talk for the national convention of the Philip- 
pine Society of Hos- 
pital Pharmacists, 
‘who decided that for 
this year, their theme 
should be “Establish 
inga Culture of Safe- 
ty in Health Care." 1 
shared some points 
about the cultural 
aspects of safety dur- 
ing that convention, but I thought it might be useful to use 
my column today to look into why we seem so cavalier and 
careless about safety issues in general 

Ignorant bliss? 

Generally, people don't usually go around constantly 
thinking of safety issues as we eat, drive, cross the street ог 
take medicines. In a way, that’s a good thing because if we 
were so obsessed with safety issues, we'd end up paralyzed 
by fear. 

On the other hand, people in developed countries are gen- 
rally more conscious than those in developing countries of 
safety issues as these relate to food, medicines, our homes 
and offices and the natural environment in general. Environ- 
‘mentalist and consumer groups are supported by mass mem- 
bership and lobby constantly for stricter safety standards for 
everything from cars to toys. : 

The differences in attitudes toward safety issues boil 
down to the way we perceive risks. Obviously, we'd have to 
start first with whether we recognize risk situations in the 
first place. For example, many people are unaware that the. 
medicinal cabinet in the toilet is one of the worst places to 
keep medicines. A recent report from England warns that un- 
der very warm and humid conditions, certain medicines 
might expire even before the date stamped on the package. 
Now if chat risk exists in England, you can imagine what its 
like for a tropical country like the Philippines. Yet, unaware 
of research findings about the effects of heat and humidity 
‘on medicines, Filipinos, British, Americans and many other 
nationalities still believe a toilet is the best place for a 
“medicinal cabinet." 

Moving away from medicines, we see all kinds of other ex- 
amples of blissful unawareness that put people at risk. We 
see kerosene stored in softdrink bottles, for example, and 
kept in the kitchen next to food items. Not surprisingly, the 
Poison Control Center at the Philippine General Hospital 
keeps getting cases of kerosene poisoning. Pesticides, too, 
are often kept and used carelessly. I've seen in rural areas 
pesticides kept next to infant formula! 

Relative risks 

Mass media and schools play important roles in bridging 
the information gap to help people become more safety con- 
scious. On the other hand, not ай of our risk-taking is caused 
by lack of information. We may be aware of the risks of doing 
something and yet continue to disregard warnings about 
those risks. 1 could name a thousand examples here, from 
not using pedestrian lanes to smoking. á 

One interesting explanation for this behavior is that people 
generally enjoy taking risks, with some people actually deriv- 
ing а high from the most risky activities. Despite this enjoy- 
ment of risk, we do compare risks with benefits. Sometimes, 
the perceived “benefits” come from a no-choice situation. We 
know the pedestrian lanes are useless in places like the Que- 
zon Memorial Circle and Commonwealth Avenue, given the 
Metro Manila Commission's flea-brained traffic scheme that 
has converted several of Manila's thoroughfares into race- 
tracks. Sure, there are also pedestrian overpasses but these 
are built every two kilometers or so. Confronted with the risk 
‘of being run over and the hassle of having to walk several me- 
ters, fora Filipino, the rational" choice is clear. 

The relativity of risks gives rise to ай kinds of forms of risk 
calculation. When we take medicines, we don't ask, "Is this 
medicine safe?" Instead, in English, Tagalog, Cebuano and 
whatever local languages we speak, we ask: "Is this medicine 
‘OK?"—with "OK" mainly referring to the expected benefits, 
relief from a headache, for example. 

‘Another interesting example comes from the many inter- 
views Гуе had with women who tell me natural family ріш 
ning is not safe. Medically speaking, NFP is actually the 
safest, but the women explain it is "not safe” because it puts 
them at greater risk of pregnancy than, say the pil. 

Lets face it, given that the Ме of the average Filipino is 
ready so fraught with risks, there's a greater tendency to trivi- 
alize even the most serious risks. When the government 
banned Filipinos from working in Iraq, there were vehement 
protests from those who wanted to go. 1 remember one appli 
‘cant appearing on TY quite agitated and angry, complaining 
that it is more unsafe to stay in the Philippines than in Iraq be- 
cause here, their families were always in danger of starving. 

Clearly, our notions of risks are based on the here and 
now. Many Filipinos, іп fact, describe risk as panganib or 
danger, which isn't quite the same. Dangers are immedi- 
are, visible. For the Filipinos who want to go to Iraq, even 
the dangers in that country, so clear in the news, is still too 
distant, too invisible. 

Modernity and risks 

Ifunderdevelopment and poverty seem to make risk-tak- 
ers of us all, there's another interesting theory of risk, from 
Ulrich Beck: that modernity (and development) actually 
puts entire societies into risk situations. Here, it is a blind 
faith in "progress" and іп technological advances that make 
us so uncritical in accepting technologies, from medicines 
tonuclear plants. 

Ironically, it is now in the most developed countries 
where faith in science is being challenged. As societies 
‘modernize, they move on to an “interrogative mentality,” a 
situation of “reflexive modernization” where you have 
more skeptical and critical individuals. A patient, for exam- 
ple, is no longer, well, a "patient" patient, passively accept- 
ing all that the doctors say. In developing countries, we rush 
to take the latest drugs on the market; in developed coun- 
tries, people will be more cautious and ask their doctor, "rs 
so new. Are you sure it's safe?" 

With the explosion of information sources, people can and 
should be taught to ask the right questions about risks and 
safety. Safety then becomes truly a matter of ligtas, which is 
not just “safe” but "saved from” particular risks. 
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The price our national athletes pay 


IFELTa stab in my chest and 1 cried when 
read the article "We have become people 
ofthe lie” (PDI, 9/1704) by Dr. June C. Pa- 
aduan-Lopez. t is for this reason that 1 
т donating P5,000 through the newspa- 
per to the family of athlete Perlito Ibañez. 1 
Өт also writing this letter in the hope that 
ош government will finally sincerely work 
toallevate the plight of our athletes. 

‘Way back in college, my cousins had а 
house in front of the Rizal Memorial Colise- 
tu Since they were the only relatives Thad 
in Manila and 1 was staying in faraway Uni- 
versity ofthe Philippines Diliman campus, 1 
would pay them regular visits even #1 


wasn't feeling well. On Saturdays, my aunt 
would give me a P10-baon, serve me a sim- 
Ple lunch, then T would hie off to the track 
oval to watch games. That was my usual rit- 
ual before taking on another journey back 
to Diliman. 

Thus, Rizal Coliseum became a favorite 
place for me during weekends. On days 
that there were no games, | would run 
around the track. Although a weekly 
spectator at Ше coliseum's sporting 
events, I never became competitive if T 
did, guess, only in spirit. But one thing 1 
am really thankful for those Rizal Colise- 
um visits was nurturing my love for the 


Philippine flag. Every time I saw it danc- 
ing with the wind along with those from 
ош Asian neighbors and other nations, 1 
‘would feel a deep sense of pride, a differ- 
ent kind of high. 

Rizal Coliseum continues to be my 
haunt when I feel like going back to my 
younger days. I would sit on its cement 
bleachers to plan and think about future 
concepts for my advertising job. Un- 
known to many, its also a vantage point 
to watch a spectacular sunset and experi- 
encea soothing inner peace. 

Little did 1 know that beneath those 
bleachers live and reside a number of our 
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and living in dungeon-like 
decrepit conditions. I cried when a Philip- 
pine diver from Davao, plucked from his 
Parents’ care and brought to Manila to 
train, was interviewed on TV after giving 
ош country’s first ever Sea Games gold in 
the sport. He said "АЛ want is an air-con- 
ditioning in our athletes quarters.” 1 felt 
bad for that Palawan girl who had to go 
back home because her tricycle driver-fa- 
ther could not support her anymore. The 
girl had been consistently locking under 
{2 seconds in the century dash, dashing 
‘our hopes for a future Lydia de Vega. 
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Away fom their parents, these two 

youngsters must have suffered loneliness 

even as their schooling was disrupted, 

without relatives for support groupe. 

‘There are many more athletes like them 

who are staying in the Rizal Coliseum, 

training and wanting to givé our country 
pride and joy. Butat what price? 

ROGER PE, 

DDB Philippines, 

11/F IMT Corporate Condominium, 

ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


‘Immoral’ debts 
should not be paid 


LIKE Argentina and dozens of Third Word 
countries, the Philippines is in deep crisis af- 
ter years of unjust debt payments to the usuri- 
ous International Monetary Fund and World 
Bank. 

1655 immoral that the government keeps on 
paying the US-led lending institutions while 
the system of usury through high interest rates 
keeps the country in a debt trap. 

Itis pure hypocrisy and exploitation of the 
poor for the government to ask the people to 
sacrifice more while it continues to pay the 
debts accumulated by the corrupt Marcos dic- 
tatorship and succeeding regimes. 

The fiscal crisis our country is now facing 
has ripened through decades of anti-people 
economic policies dictated by global institu- 
tions controlled by the world's richest coun- 
tries. Year after year, the largest national bud- 
get allocation is for debt servicing; and for 
2005, 70 percent of the proposed budget is 
designated for debt servicing, 

Charity and other fund-raising activities of 
the churches and other well-meaning sectors. 
сап never be enough to solve the fiscal crisis as 
long as billions of public funds are automati- 
cally appropriated for debt payments to inter- 
national financial institutions, private multi- 
national banks and governments of wealthy 
nations. 

The real solution to our fiscal woes requires 
an economic and fiscal policy that upholds our. 
national sovereignty and the interests of the 
majority, not thé interests of the biggest tax 
evaders and gfeedy capitalists. 

We, of the Promotion of Church Peoples 
Response, condemn the government for pay- 
ing the usurious interests to the IMF-WB and 
accepting additional loans that are again 
tied to extremely high interest rates, pro- 
posed new tax measures and the whole pack- 
age of liberalization, deregulation and priva- 
tization—the very ‘evils condemning our 
country to further indebtedness and fiscal 

The cancellation of immoral, onerous, 
fraudulent and behest loans is long overdue. 

—REV FR. ALLAN JOSE ARCEBUCHE, OFM, 
national co-chair, 

Promotion of Church People's Response, 
879 Edsa, Quezon City 


Let’s get to the bottom 
of the fiscal crisis 


YES, there is indeed a fiscal crisis. Yes, irs huge 
and could pull the entire economy down, 

But with all the grandstanding, its real 
‘cause might remain hidden. 

“Take the issue of ће proposed 2005 budget, 
АП eyes are on the "pork barrel" and point at it 
as the main cause, But is it really? Yes, the Pri- 
оту Development Assistance Fund of our leg- 
islators is basically unnecessary. But remem- 
j ber the PDAF is merely one percent of the en- 

tire budget. 

"Whats the biggest slice? Subsidy to the gov- 
emment-owned and -controlled corporations, 
1 particularly the National Power Corp. which is 

supposedly ап income-generating agency 
‘When does а monopoly become a losing ven- 
ture? Only when it is badly mismanaged, to 
put it most kindly. Napocor is getting P140 bil 
фол to prop up its finances. 

One can cite alot of causes and assign a per- 
centage weight: corruption—10 percent; inef- 
ficiency—10 percent; overstaffing—20 per- 
cent; onerous independent power con- 
tracts—20 percent; peso depreciation -30- 
percent; and others—10 percent. Lets do à 
more in-depth study to validate the above-cit- 
ed figures. 

Let not good soundbites muddle what an in- 
sightful analysis can provide. 

: —MADED JR BATARA, 


- Soft-slide phone with flash са == 


IF you have any complaints, grievances ог 
suggestions about the treatment of news 
and photos by the Inquirer, you may write 
to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily 
Inquires, Chino Roces Avenue, corner 
Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of 
Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 
897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ 
inguirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are re- 
quested to include their complete address 
and telephone or pager number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. The In- 
quirer will not publish any letter unless 
such information is supplied. 
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Abra pols to give up guns, not goons 


BAGUIO CITY—Abra Gov. Vicente Valera, the province's cal assassins borders of locos Sur. 
mayors and members of the militia Cordillera People’s  Vilera, who denied maintain. “I have coordinated with the 
Liberation Army, have agreed to surrender their firearms ing а private armed group, is Region 1 (Ilocos) police and 
ipee seis dhe police, Chief Supt, Rowland Albano, SUFexderingthreeautomaticri- we have our roles to play. If 1 
An ЫНДА Жаа Tue fles. armed groups from the Ilocos 
‘ordillera poli. ; sai у. Should talks fail within the во to the Cordillera, 1 will ar- НА 
But no politicians made апу cialsin Bangued, Abra next few days, Albano said he is rest them immediately: If 
commitment about turning over Albano said’ Abra officals ready to arrest politicians who Cordillera gunmen go to the 
members of their private armies agreed to his proposal afterheof- have implicated themselves dur- Ilocos, they will arrest them," 
to authorities, Albano said ina fered to assign to them hourly po- ing the peace and order council he said 
press conference. lice security detail coming from meeting. "The police measures also cover 
He said police are negotiating the PNP Special Action Force Не said evidence have also а militia that negotiated a peace 
a diplomatic solution to the is- (SAF). been drawn to prosecute people pact with the government in 
Sue of politicians maintaining Не said La Paz Mayor Mare who helped develop Abras pri- 1987. 
armed groups, which the Inou- Ysrael Bernos agreed on behalf vate armed groups. Albano said he assigned three 
im exposed in a three-part зе. of three Abra mayors critical оГ Aglipay also wanted the po- policemen to guard Bucloc May- 
ries. Valera, but at least 21 other lice to track down the politi- or Mailed Molina, chief of a 
Philippine National Police mayors who were aligned with cians’ gun suppliers to deter- CPLA faction called “Unified 
Chief, Director General Edgardo Valera were aiso being com- mine how firearms were being CPLA." 
Aglipay, gave Albano ший De- pelled to surrender their distributed in the Cordillera, a _ Molina is turning over three 
cember to disband all private firearms. police source said. Outside of rifles as a measure of good 
armies in Abra during last week's _ Bernos admitted that may- Abra, various armed groups аге faith, Albano said. ^ Vincent 
peace and order council meeting ors hired armed bodyguards to also known to ply the villages of Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 
Ettended by police and local off- protect themselves from politi- Kalinga, Mt. Province and the Bureau 


Head of mayors’ group backs new office on gov't centers 


ILOILO CITY—Hloilo Сіу-Мауог аз representative of the dinate with local government mentsof Agriculture (Davao) and 

Jerry eias, president of the provinces third congressional units where offices are set to be Tourism (Cebu). 

league of Cities of the Philip. district for three terms from transferred ‘Trefias said they are study- 

pines, welcomed the appoint- 1987-1998. Three departments reset to ing the old Iloilo provincial 

ent of former Davao del Norte Не said the new office, which be transferred 10 the capitol as the site of the DAR 

Gov. Rodolfo del Rosario as head aims to facilitate the transfer of provinces. Among them is the office. 

of the Office for New Govern- national offices of government Department of Agrarian Re- Тһе relocation of the depart 

ment Genter agencies to the provinces, is form, which will be moved to ments, he added, would make 
"efas said Del Rosario has among the “first step toward fed- Iloilo, the hometown of its government services more acces- гаа 

been proven to be competent in eralism, head, Secretary Rene Villa, for- sible to the people especially | MOREIN LAW эксем CHIEZAPD NORHERNLUZON BUREAU 

his years as а public official. Del But Treas said no specific mer presidential assistant for those outside of Metro Manila. | Vendors sit by posters opposing what critics said were exorbitant 

Rosario served as governor for policies have been issued yet on Western Visayas. Nestor Burgos Jr, PDI Visayas | i 

two terms from 1998t02004and how Del Rosario'sofficewillcoor- Тһе others were the Depart- Bureau 
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6 fishermen nabbed bli an you 

CALATAGAN,Batangas—Pakearesiedsicpe- АТП f 

sons caught ilegal fishing in the municipal water ТО t t 

зитор Ушу ыг аанай Past r your trust. 

чите using bayate (a poisonous substance mixed ý 

with smal shrimps) were Joel Samonte, 25; LUPON, Davao Ori- 

Emesto Dolor, 53: Jacinto Palo, 64; Romeo Johson, лга) Ата accu. 

43: Cosar Rodriguez, 51; and Marvin Magtibay. 22. ations chat he is in- 

Чив ївтелтег, who were placedin the custody oF го qme illegal gam. 

теСанарл оке used two morbos WN Ыр. trade, “tis 2 

markings Philippians 4" 19 апа Cherry Ann, bot E 

Wi 16 horsepower engines, police хай ки Ma Ас BEST FUND MANAGER 
Arlene Javier Ona, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau Кап Quiñonez ad: 


mitted that he used "t 
Village guard burns wife акр Watson Wyatt Surv ey 
LUCENA DIYA lage security velurteerln ‘he popular illegal 1st Quarter a 


Barangay Pagsanhan, General Nakar, Quezon 
poured gasoline on his sleeping partner and light- To Digits. 
ed it after she allegedly turned down his request Чез, Í admit used 
for sex. A police report sald the suspect, Segundo to be engaged in ille- 
Conchada, 40, arrived drunken in thelr house near 881 gambling trade, 1 
midnight Friday and asked his partner, Мана, lo used to be the f 
have sex with him. The woman ignoredhim and | mamcier of Last Two 
continued to sleep in the bedroom vith their two Digits іп this town 
daughters This angered the suspect. Neighbors bur 1 quit after get- 
rushed Marita and her two daughters toa hospital ting back my position 
in infanta tor eatment of second-degree burns in 48 mayor,” Quiñionez 
different parts of their bodies. Conchada escaped. told che INQUIRER. 
‘Delin Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau Last Two Digits is 
the most popular ille- 
23 teachers face raps gal дю жа game in 
TUGUEGARAO CITY—Tweniy-theepublicelemen- Mindanao. Its win- 
tary schoolteachers in the ciy are facing adminis- ning combination is 
trative and criminal charges for aleged aud in he taken from the daily 
Мау 10 elections. Lawyer Tim Bansig зай Coun- — jaro draw of the 
clor Winococo Abraham and deleted candidates philippine Charity 
forcounator Dar Navarro, lan Reyes and Rosa Sweepstakes Office. 
Bunagan Bansig ей the complaint at the Commis- se Quinones po- 
sion on Elections in Mania on May 26. They sued у бі onnon прш 
fhe teachers wno serveain те сузот! о eeo- 1800 opponents, most 
tion inspectors alter some baliots were invalidated. ОР enter ol 
‘They claimed that some ballots were marked andthe municipal council 
vates were ether padded or shaved insis that the mayor Б 
‘Estanislao Calder, PDI Norther Luzon Bureau SN "ше biggest 23 
Bus kills cop bers game in this town. 
БАМ MIGUEL, Bulacan—A rookie policeman was The mayor said the 
killed after he was sideswiped by a passenger bus allegations were black 


that ignored a police checkpoint on Маланка High. propaganda "coming Equitable PCI Bank Trust Banking Group. 


way here on Sunday night. The body of РО! Isagani from my political op- 


‘anes, 24, was thrown 20 meters анау fromthe ponents who could No. 1 in the Watson Wyatt Survey of Trusteed Funds 


highway because of he impact. His head and body пос accept defeat im . b on е TREM 
wore severely inured and he died instantly. Police the last elections.” Managed with Full Discretion for five years running. 
said Alanes, who had just been assigned to the "If they have evi- 0 
town potice, was Mixing he police checkpoint sig- ^ dence against me, T sel od us —— 
Ee ise mie еа ааа нао, а ? 
Bus driven by Loreto Tejano hit him. The bus was. tothe proper authori- survey for the first quarter of ‘among investment managers handling. 
returning to Cagayan win бі Scouts and their цер and not to the at least five funds. B 
teachers who came from an educational tour in media,” he added. 
bacs ын Tejano: шан! m а, by police- The mayor, how- ‘This achievement is crowned by our surpassing the one hundred billion 
‘men 5 km from where th accident happened S giae SNR) Ud dg ETE ani GÀ 
puers ide dio Mi: peso mark in total assets under management of our Trust Banking Group. 
Con driver arrested жі nien e At Equitable PCI Bank Trust Banking, we are committed to your best 
BAGUIO CITY—This taxi driver not only held up ple here are manga interest. Because all we do is ай for you to be your Bank of Choice. 
his passengers but after every holdup, Repamted Pane out of iL” 
over his white Ka Pride and used a new name. A- 


Eer mora tans monthofsunellanas plat. re insted that |; Т 28 
maly caua up win done Some зв от іа: Two Digits is nok PCI ^ 
S decal Senor esp бийд, IE Denise de алмк Š 


Baguio police intelligence and investigation unit 
Your Bank of Choice 
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reases in court fees during a rally of lawyers in Baguio City. 


СОО 


chief, Mina also used different addresses and ‘come from the results 
Sasa to coverup his отав. Ragay зай seven ofthe daily loto ган, 
Маз Vlmshadidemileülimasineone “whichis egal ioi 
Smoheid harmup Minas modus operandi wasto "Му political op- ! ЕТТІ 
Wer Irom he vetis intended route and sip in ponents are wrong... 

secluded spot sometimes pretending Шинь. һе. — Ferdi- 
faxi hada fa ure, Ragay sal Hand Zuasola, PDI 

Frank Сіта, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau Mindanao Bureau 


CALAMBA CITY—Suspected members 
of. the communistled New People's 
Army based in Laguna freed a business- 
man after abducting him along a baran- 
gay toad in Barangay Sto. Catalina, 
Candelaria, Quezon and holding him 
for about six hours on Sunday night. 

Senior Supt. Edwin Corvera, Laguna 
police director, said Teodoro Unson, 
50, was abducted by three armed men 
who identified themselves as NPA 
rebels while on a visit to his fishpond in 
Barangay San Lorenzo, San Pablo City, 
Laguna at around 4:20 p.m., Sunday. 

Corvera said the suspects, armed 
with 45 cal. and .38 cal. pistols, or- 
dered the victim at gunpoint to board 
a Toyota Hi-Lux pickup owned by Un- 
son's brother-in-law and business 
partner Nelson Empalmado. 

"They sped off toward Quezon 
province. 

‘The suspects, Corvera said, instruct- 
ed Unson justto keep his head down. 

About an hour later, the victim said 
two female rebels joined the group. 

But Corvera said Unson might have. 
been mistaken by the armed men for 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—six 
heavily armed men allegedly belong- 
ing to an anticommunist group at- 
tacked the house of Gloria town may- 
or Romeo Alvarez in Barangay Pobla- 
cion early morning Tuesday. 

Gloria town, some 66 km south of 
Calapan City, was named after Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo during the 
term of her father, then President 
Diosdado Macapagal. 

Chief Supt. Alejandro Lapinid, Mi- 
maropa police director, said at about 
230 am, the suspects fired а 
grenade бот an М-79 grenade- 
Jauncher that hit one of the two vehi 
cles of Alvarez, which were parked in- 


Lapinid said aside from the six bon- 


3 One of them 


пенчо тінте 


needs One-A-Day for Men. The 


pakin, was the real target of the sus- 
pects 

The lawyer also owns a small com- 
pany manufacturing jeepney units in 
San Pablo. 

"Empalmado told us that the NPA 
rebels called him twice before to 
warn of his alleged loan shark activi- 
ties. But he just ignored those warn- 
ings; Corvera said. 

He said the suspects decided to let 
Unson go after they realized tat they 
got the wrong person. 

‘The alleged rebels abandoned the vic- 
tim ina feeder road in Candelaria town, 

A relative of the victim, who agreed 
to talk in anonymity, said that during 
the duration of the abduction, the sus- 
pects were “lecturing” him about the 
‘evils of loan shark activities.” 

The suspects, the source said, also 
expressed their dismay over Empal- 
mado approach in dealing with 
small fishermen and jeepney drivers 
who fail to pay their debts on time. 

‘The rebels said it was improper for 
Empalmado to just file criminal cases 
against those who were not able to 


another person. pay him. armed groups who are using the NPA 
Не said Empalmado,a lawyer who ` Тһе rebels, the relative said, were re- for extortion. Marlon Ramos, PDI 
owns various fish pens in Lake Palak- laying the complaintoffishermeninSan Southern Luzon Bureau 


Gunmen attack Mindoro town mayor’s house 


net-wearing suspects, residents in the 
area saw several other men who acted 
as lookouts and secured the vicinity. 

‘The suspects, he said, Пей on board 
three unidentified vehicles. 

‘The group also left several docu- 
ments identifying themselves as be- 
longing to the anti-communist group 
Pilipino Ayaw sa Komunismo (Рако). 

"The perpetrators immediately left 
the area... leaving behind docu- 
‘ments about Palo... denouncing the 
mayor for his alleged involvement in 
illegal gambling and illegal drugs,” 
Lapinid said in his report, 

He said policemen from the provin- 
cial police office and the 204th In- 


phone, Alvarez denied the accusa- 
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. Suspected NPAs abduct, release trader in Quezon 
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Pablo against Empalmado and Unson, 

‘The source said the abductors were 
talking constantly with Unson's fami- 
iy during the abduction. 

"They even gave Р100 to Unson for 
his fare. The abductors were really kind 
and seemed tobe principled men. They 
told him not to be nervous and just co- 
operate with them," he added. 

‘The source said the abductors told 
them that they would release Unson 
їп the vicinity of Metropolis Mall in 
‘Alabang, Muntinlupa. 

However, communist spokesper- 
son Gregorio "Ka Roger” Rosal denied 
that the NPAs Nilo Hatol Command 
‘was behind the abduction. 

He said the rebel group never en- 
‘gaged in abduction to wam individuals. 

“Ours is a principled organization. 
We do not abduct individuals, especial- 
ly civilians, who are subject of com- 
plains. The NPA would usually talk to 
them personally or send letters to warn 
them," he said ina phone interview. 

Rosal likewise vowed to investi- 
gate the abduction of Unson. 

He said the rebels would go after 


tions hurled against him. He declined 
to give other details of the attack. 

“The investigation is still ongoing. 
But the people here in Gloria know 
that these are all false accusations." 
he told the Inoue. 

‘Supt. Marcos Flores, Oriental N 
doro provincial police director, said Al- 
varezcilled him up ar about 3 алт. and 
reported the attack on his residence. 

Не quoted the mayor as saying he 
was ага loss on who could be behind 
the attack because he did not know 
he had enemies who would want him 
dead. 

Flores said he immediately ordered 
the Criminal Investigation and Detec- 


Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Which has made the town famous. 


side his residence fantry Brigade of the Philippine Army tn Group, the Scene of the Crime | et i 225» 

"Мо one was hurtin the attackbutit were sent to set up checkpoints in Operation unit and the Provincial Po- | EMBROIDERY CAPITAL — 
destroyed the mayor's Toyota Revo Gloria and adjacent towns. lice Mobile Group to investigate the | Aresidentoflumban,Laguna puts finishing touches to а display of fine embroidery 
and damaged his Isuzu Trooper. Reached through his mobile attack. Marlon Ramos and Madonna : 


That's because one is a man and the other is just made up to look like one. It's a доод thing 


there's a multivitamin and mineral formula that sees the difference: gender-specific One-A-Day. 


While promoting overall wellness, it helps prevent heart disease and maintain viri ity in men, and 
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helps lessen the.risk of anemia and osteoporosis in women. One-A-Day knows the difference. 


Guess which one's the man and you could win an Asian Cruise for 21 For details, just text ONE-A-DAY MAN to 2966 for Globe/Touch Mobile. 
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By Desiree Caluza 
and Donna Demetillo. 
Baguio City 


HE FAMOUS raisin bread 
of the 99-year-old 
Baguio Country Club, 

which is distributed only to its 
exclusive members, went pub- 
lic on Sept. 23 after a kilome- 
ter-long version was presented 
to residents and guests during a 
tourism festival in Baguio City. 

__ Atleast 1,000 people lined up to taste 

the bread, which was consumed 10 min- 
utes after it was unveiled at the Melvin. 
Jones football grounds in Burnham Park. 

The two-ton bread was the main fea- 
ture of the opening of the city’s First An- 
mual Hotel, Restaurant and Tourism 
Weekend. 

А team of seven BCC bakers, led by 
pastry chef Arthur Nucaza, started assem- 
bling the bread, touted to be the longest 
and the first of its kind in the country, as 
early as 4 a.m. on Thursday. The team in- 
cluded 13 helpers and 30 students of ho- 
tel and restaurant management. 

"They used 110 sacks of bread flour, eight 
sacks of white sugar, 1,200 fresh eggs, 
1,000 bars of butter, 200 cans of evaporated 
milk, 30 kg of instant yeast, 25 kg of cinna- 
тол powder, and 1,000 kg of raisins. 


Longest bread 

The Guinness Book of World Records 
has no entry for the longest raisin 
bread in the world. But it has a longest. 
bread twist, measuring 11.94 meters 


At 91, she's the oldest 
serving barangay chair 


By Frank Cimatu 
Baguio City 


T THE Kagitingan 
Barangay Hall on 
Rajah _ Soliman 

Street in Baguio City a sign 

read: “Happy 90th Birth- 

day! Maria Cordoviz. Kag- 
itingan Barangay Captain.” 
Cordoviz just laughed at the 


baked in Kielce, Poland, on June 20, 
2001. 

The longest sandwich is 722m long, 
made only last August in Kfar Qatra, a 
Lebanese village only 25 km from Beirut. 
It was made of 3,500 loaves of Lebanese 
village bread, 140 kilos of yogurt, 21,000 
olives and 280 kilos of tomatoes, and cut 
into 14,260 pieces. 

‘The Guinness website listed a 322.5m 
sandwich made in 1979 in New York and 
recognized as the longest torpedo or sub- 
‘marine sandwich. 

Nucaza said the raisin bread was 
‘equivalent to 2,000 loaves and could 
serve at least 24,000 people. 

“We do not know how many partook 
the bread because we could not control 
the crowd. It was difficult to count be- 
cause we served it in an open field. But 1 
am still glad that everybody was eating,” 
hesaid. 


Eager eaters 

Portions of the bread were given free 
to visitors and residents. Most of those 
"who lined up to taste the bread were 
sidewalk vendors, students, employees 
and park visitors, but some broke the line 
and grabbed pices. 

Several people literally embraced 
loaves, many of them munching and 
grinning. "Ganito pala ang аза ng raisin 
bread. Masarap pala (So, this is how a 
raisin bread tastes like. It tastes good),"a 
vendor said. 

Tourism Undersecretary Oscar Pal- 
abyab, the guest during the event, said AUAM 
Baguio's “can-do attitude" in the time of a! E 
financial crisis was commendable. A BAGUIO Country Club chef inspects the kilemeter-long raisin bread at the Melvin 

“That they are giving this away means Jones football grounds in Baguio City. 


— 


МЕР са 


nm—— 


Depart for Singapore between September 1 & November 15 and get 


that this is а labor of ove Palabyab 
said. 

Маш Galiste, executive assistant 
manager of the BCC, said the club first 
served the raisin bread to its members in 
1955. 

The grandmother of Keith Reed, the. 
BCC's American general manager then, 
baked the bread and offered it exclusive- 
ly to members. The bread became popu- 
lar in the 1960s and evolved as the trade- 
mark loaf of the club. 


Secret 

Nucaza said the house recipe has re- 
mained a secret kept by the BCC’s pastry 
chefs since the 1950s. 

Like his predecessors, Nucaza said 
he signed a contract with the BCC 
‘management to keep the house recipe 
asecret. 

“We always receive orders by the 
dozens from club members and, 
tourists. This is an (exclusive) product 
of the country club but itis (now con- 
sidered) a product of Baguio, so it is al- 
ready (one of the city's) icons,” Galiste 
said. 

It was not the first time that Nucaza 
Jed a team of bakers to bake a giant pas- 
try In 2001, he and other pastry chefs of 
the BCC baked a giant carrot cake in La 
Trinidad, Benguet, which fed over 
10,000 people. 

Nucaza said his dream of creating gi- 
ant pastries would not end with the 
raisin bread. "Someday, 1 would like to 
bake a giant apple pie and serve it at the 
Baguio Athletic Bowl, where many peo- 
ple careat,” he said. 

With a report from Frank Cimatu 


а cool souvenir plus the chance to win a Uniquely Singapore Grand Prize! 


Ай you have to do is purchase a roundtrip airticket with a minimum one night stay to Singapore on or before 
November 13, 2004, and depart between September 1 and November 15, 2004, to be рай ofthe proio*. 


sign. “I don't need to lie about my 
age anymore. I'm already 91," 
she said in Ilocano. 


She may not only be the oldest 3 
barangay leader in the country Six (6) Uniquely Singapore Grand Prizes are up for grabs, each consisting of: a 
but also the oldest serving. 2 ассо 5-star 4 
арата ыы ё 5 4 days/3 nights accommodation їл a 5-star hotet Ч 
said she welcomed the idea of post- care of her four younger siblings. Ë 3 for you and your partner 4 
Poning the barangay elections so 1 remembered what my teacher | А SERERE Class alrtickets. 
She could serve even longer. in rade 4, Lian Eckhard, a mission- жиир Economy Сее энэ 4 
Shemay belessthan ive fetal, ау fom Hong Kong, wid me. There > $$1000 shopping money ... х 
with her patented curly white locks, is an answer to everthing you do. If = E uely Singapore Experience « 3 
bur her ensiuens have ner you do good, you wil ep good- | A Usque а i 
thought of disobeying her orders. ness? Inever forgot thar," shesaid. | Singapore has so march to offer! 5 
aq Mimycundlonareenecedio | бесин тыаны Ý Yovve aay town Singapore as a es көрін dosinaton, a piaco wre you сал tnd est 
Tre und fusi praes ihe Bago IN | culinary delights and lots of wonder sights. But did you know hat Singapore is the oniy pace where 
Sud nen iban он de ar боа) ind wore ae Cie Be you can start the day sharing breakfast with an orang-utan and, if thats not enough, have a pulse- 
told my tanod (watchmen) to bar al as the phonograph player for the pounding reverse bungee jump experience? Or spend the afternoon in a one-of-a-kind DUCKtour `.. 
him from emer- — — — —— silent movies and and cap the evening wih a fhriling trek through a NIGHT АРАН? м ы 
ing his house for H 3 d the intermission Mac eM d 
three days. The эйегйеаше. | And that's no! ` 5 
шейту HOMETOWN "PUT İL Singapore aiso known for ts year round events, s0 Ind tmo to ata any ove or wo, or oven ree | 7 
councilor now Snapshot repair the pro- of these events ined up for you. 
cleans his area,” 2%; jector and to knit + 
she said. in the dark. She : OCTOBER 4 
She was appointed teniente del sold whatever she knitted to feed 5 veh - А 
barrio of her area in 1962 andhas her younger siblings. Three of her Қы Cassie Wanda 
been serving as barangay captain four siblings finished college. poro 
since. Cordoviz also graduated from и БЭ ele scares! H 
Cordovizholdsthedisincionof high school, with Leonora San ا‎ 
being rhe fist serler in Kagkingan, Agustin, curator of the Baguio- К { 
She is the first resident after World Mt. Province Museum, and for- Er { 
War to stake her claim in the vil- mer Baguio Mayor Virginia E ийн 1 
lage, back when it was still a hill.  Oteyza de Guia as classmates. с д Navan este i 
Now Kagitingan is a very busy Cordoviz married Jose Cor- СЕС 
barangay, being the terminal area doviz, her co-employee at the + M س ا چ‎ j 
for buses going to interior movie house afer graduation. The | 4 
Cordillera and jeepneys going to couple has 10 children. Six of her | 9 ">. i 
Botta ie ре кш NOVEMBER { 
ups Like former New York Ciy Mayor: 
Kapitana' Rudolph Giuliani, Cordoviz is most | з as : 
Everybody in Baguio, from the “effective duringtimesofadvenity ) # а H 4 
komboy (baggage haulers) tothe ` During the rice crisis im the | om : 
vendors of chicken Юг 1970s, she distributed zice to her ” ois : 
pinikpikan, knows who "Kapi- constituents at a much lower i i а 1 
тапа” is and everybody greeted соз. During the four fires that hit H 29 ! 
herduring her birthday. the Baguio City market, she orga- М } 
“If there is one thing you can nized her men to secure the shops £ à 


describe ‘Mommy! it is her will- 
ingness to serve at all times,” said 
Mila Angiwan, a server in one of 
the carinderia (eateries). 


and houses and helped put out 
the fires up to the early morning. 

During the 1990 earthquake, 
she gave out seven сахапз оГтісе } 


September 1 to November 15 ls a great time to explore, experience and enjoy Singapore, 5 
зо stick with us and сай your favorite travel agent now! Jd 


UN 
Cordoviz was bom in Кооп, to whoever needed Singapore 

Benguet, on Sept. 21, 1913, the “People always ask me about ; 

daughter ofa capataz (highway pro- my secret to long life. I eat a lot of үйө 


а supervisor) and a sweets vendor 

She attended the Baguio Cen- 
tral School. When she was 13, she 
was already an orphan who took 


vegetables and sometimes drink 
10 glasses of water. But my secret 
is that every service I deliver adds 
years to my life,” she said. 


Dexa раса i nd it on oer 120 * Deztire bx trt cl ees is = Spm on Noventa 24,2004 
лты cm beca өт С бәп a poco pent Gnd Da son vee ті 0041 


———— cal + See гайын зол tae ge br more байн Per ОТУНА рит 108 sees ol OU 


i... 


na 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. B 


Digitally 
Enhanced 
|... Cordless 

Telephone 


P3,590 


Кусс Pg. 
M мырт 


y 


б 


KX-TC2000 
P1,880 


a Mii AMEE [4ê MME 


Panasoni Popes rattas e ee 
Кессе res eee 
Еа 
up ie 
1 = ty 


Bersani cordes pores Озил by 
Paragon Prpaines compy wih PE 
теда and re pe approved by NTC. 


Panasonic 
ideas for life 


Panasonic Wireless 
Technology... 
Smart people 

choose Panasonic 


НО Compal 


IO Homer 


finger Melody 


EE: 


Polonia Ring Tos 


Roy Lock 


LETEK 


ES 


Large LOD wih Ou БЕЗЕР 


Tid Handset Keypad 


hens Dracon 


ara ator PAST 


Таза w 2 way pagi 


ECA 


Dual Kopie 


Daie Aswe ISET 


craig Timo 


спала Санына орт 


"ics: Calar 0 Subsciplonrequres. Prices GAP based and Төле are subject 1o change witout prior noc 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29,2004 


Peso fall plunges RP : 
deeper into debt trap 


From page Al 


the management” Ms 
Arroyo зай in ал in- 
terview at the Clark 
Special Economic 
Zone in Pampanga. 

Waming of stiff 
penalties against cur- 
Tency specalators, Ms 
Arroyo said her goal 
маз to see an upbeat 
economy so that the 
exchange rate could 
Tetum 10 the P50 9 trilion public sector 

The BSP expects debt 
the peso to recover and stabilize during the 
fourth quarter of the year in the range of 54- 
56 to the dollar, broadly in line with the gov- 
emment’s expectations. 

"The peso's positive outlook during the re- 
mainder of the year hinges in parton the up- 
trend in remittance flows from overseas Fil- 
ipino workers and export receipts, which are 
projected to grow by 6 percent and 10 percent 
in 2004, respectively” BSP officer-in-charge 
Armando Suratos said ina statement. 

The BSP was seen selling dollars in the cur- 
tency market yesterday to keep the peso from 
falling beyond їз all-time low, dealers seid. 

"We've not seen, so far, major demand for 
dollars as strong as (Monday) but were пос 
ruling ош а further slide in the peso,” a cur- 
rency trader said. 


BONCODIN: P5.9- 


Interest payments 

If the peso hits the P57 to the dollar level, 
national government (NG) interest payments 
‘would increase from P301.7 billion to P303.3 
billion in 2005, Andaya said. 

At the same time, principal debt amortiza- 
tion would increase from P344.2 billion to 
P346.5 billion. 

“Thus, total debt service in 2005 will jump 
from P645.8 billion to P649.7 billion, oran in- 
crease of P3.9 billion,” Andaya said. 

Andaya said fluctuations in the exchange 
rate would pad the NG debt stock from its June. 
2004 level of P3.537 trillion to РЗ.567 trillion, 
representing an increase of P30 billion. 

Because of the high level of the govem- 
ments indebtedness, “any peso depreciation. 
will trigger more government borrowings or 


aes 


Back 


With 
MECHANICS: 


«Tickets purchased during the promo period can be used only during 


tha travel period of October 4 to 22, 2004. 


"Tickets aro non-ondorsable, 
‘and non-refundable. 


“Tickets are robookable with 


n-transferable 


the travel period 


but subject to rebookiag fee of P100. 


“Tickets are reroutable and upgradable to valid higher fare type within 
the travel period but subject to applicable charges and collection of 


fare difference. 
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reduction in its ex: 
penditures, or both,” 
Andaya said. 

"In budgeting, peso 
volatility is the expect- 
ed typhoon that de- 
molishes spending 
plans and lys to 
waste the ideal fiscal 
landscape the govern 
ment tries to create at. 
the beginning of every 
year,” Andaya said. 

Foreign exchange 


ANDANA Bent алан are E 
p Eu 
peso. the — governments 


debt obligations, according to Andaya. 

“Of the P2.01-trillion increase in the NG debt. 
stock from 1997 to 2003, P377.5 billion was at^ 
tributable to peso depreciation,” he said. 

Andaya said the vulnerability of the peso 
was again evident this year when the original 
programmed interest payments jumped from. 
P271.5 billion to 301.7 billion. : 


Worrisome 

In the Senate, Sen. Mar Roxas If said the 
weakening of the peso was “worrisome” not 
only because of the foreign currency-denomi- 
nated debt, but also because the country was 
importing most of its major raw materials 
such as ой, steel and wheat. $ 

He said he did not see the need for the BSP 
to intervene in the currency market. 

"Any intervention by the BSP would lead to 
the evaporation of its gross international re- 
serves,” Roxas said. 

‘Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan 
downplayed the impact of the peso deprecia- 
tion. He said the depreciation was caused Бу 
legitimate demand for dollars. 

He asked the public to remain calm to avoid a. 
negative chain reaction. “Some of the causes of 
the peso decline are external. Be assured that 
the House of Representatives and the Senate 
are working to come up with the right mix of. 
revenue-generating measures in addition to 
probing for ways to minimize expenses to cor- 
rectour budget deficit,” he said. 

With reports from Gil Cabacungan Jr. 
Doris Dumlao, Christine O. Avendaño and 
‘Michael Lim Ubac in Manila; Tonette Ore- 
jas, PDI Central Luzon Desk; and AFP 
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-Reissuance of tickets must be done within the travel period. 


“PTA (Pre-paid ісігі advise) not allowed. 


+Other promotions such as regular discounts 
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“нд applicable lo groups. 
"Open dated tictets are allowed during the travel period. 


airport is not included) 
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Oil hits $50.47 per barrel 


From page Al percent fuel price hike or face ап have additional ой to cope with 
indefinite nationwide strike. rising global demand. 
slowdown. "The latest spark was the re- — "There are 10 to 12 structural 

Energy Secretary Vincent Perez ported increase in fighting in factors driving the market, the 
said fuel prices in the Philippines Nigeria, said ANZ Bank energy latest factor is panic and fear” 
‘would remain high inthe coming analyst Daniel Hynes from Mel- added Ng. 
months. “We haveto live withthe bourne, Australia. “But Ivan cer- 
factthat gasoline and diesel prod- tainly paved the way forthe latest Below normal 
uct (prices) will remain high in surge.” On Monday, the US Minerals 
thenearfuture,"hesaidatapress Тһе United States has lost Management Service reported 
briefing. more than 11 million barrels of that daily oil production in the 

Economists said the impact of oil production in the past two Gulfof Mexico was 29 percent be- 
soaring crude prices would also be weeks, according to US govem- low normal at about 1.2 million 
felt in the rising prices across the ment data, with Gulf of Mexico barrels per day. 
oard—consumer goods, trans- output still down nearly 500,000 Eleven million barrels of oil, or 
роп costs and electricity charges. barrels a day following the devas- 1.9 percent of annual production 
‘There will also be implications for tation brought by Ivan. їп the Gulf of Mexico, have been 
local currencies as high ой prices Although ой is at an all-time lost since Sept. 13, when offshore 
traditionally prompt crude im- high, prices are not at record lev- producers began evacuating 
porters to soak up US dollars to els when inflation is taken into crews and shutting down produc- 
pay for their imports. account. Adjusting for inflation, tion ahead of Ivan's arrival. 

ОЙ spiked despite assurances today’s prices are still more than п Iraq, fighting between 
from the president of the Organi- $30 below the level reached in US-led forces and rebels has 
zation of Petroleum Exporting 1981 after the Iranian revolution. shown no sign of letting up ahead 
Countries (Opec) that producing 5 u of the country's elections in Jan- 
nations were seeking ways to calm Panic buying ary 
markets after ап announcement | That hasn't eased the fears | Also Tuesday heating oi futures 
that the carte! would boost pro- gripping the market, however. breached $1.38 per gallon, reflect- 
duction by 1 million barrels a day “There is a lot of fundamental, ing supply concems ahead of the 
failed to move the price lower. panic buying by the end users? Northem Hemisphere winter. 

Much of Opecs additional said oilstrategist Ng Weng Hoong “There are already signs of a 
crude is heavier and higher insul- ас Energyasia.com in Singapore, cold, cold (Northem Hemi- 
phur content, which needs greater adding that he believed the rice sphere) winter so thats going to 
processing into premium oll prod- would still go higher. add to more fears. The stockpil- 
uers such as gasoline. But Nige- “When they cracked $50, now ing is just going to increase,” Ng 
ria’scrudeis lighter and much eas- there is a trigger for $60. It broke зай 
ier for refiners to process. the barrier, ЇЗ going to reach the German Finance Minister Hans 

next target,” he said. Eichel wamed ahead of Friday's 
Evacuation ‘With global ой demand аг Group of Seven meeting in Wash- 

Royal Dutch/Shell group, roughly 82 million barrels а day, ington that global growth would 
Nigeria's top oil producer, has analysts say the amount of excess Бе at risk if oil prices remained at 
evacuated 235 nonessential staff ой production available is only current levels. 

аз cu b leaving the in- ere will certain 3 ч 
уша Ыр nope reenter carts ef € ANINSPECTON verti 
eb hoil including Secretary Vince Perez to check out reports that some dealers were diluting petroleum 
the southern delta. the event of a prolonged supply price is sustained,” Eichel said in ын ^is 

Тһе Niger Delta People’s Vol- interruption. an interview on Monday. products or underfilling gas tanks. эвлэг 
unteer Force released а commu- Орес president Purnomo Yus- 5 Action Economics. Asia excluding Japan by 0.1 рег. spending power’ 
nique late on Monday accusing  giantoro yesterday said that pro- Dragin growth "While the region's oil-produc- centage point directly and possi- Cohen said the threat of higher 
Shell and Italy's Agip, a unit of ducers were trying to bring prices | Тһе impact of the new surgein ing nations like Indonesia and bly another 0.1 percentage point inflation would put pressure on 
ENI, of collaboration and warn- down, Бш ће group thought sup- oil prices will depend on how Malaysia will benefit in the short through a drop in export de- central banks on whether to fur- 
ing that anyone assisting the state ply was not the problem because long prices will stay at those lev- term, the rest of Asia is depen- mand. ther raise interest rates. 
would be considered an enemy. |с had at least 1.5 million bpd of els, economists said, adding that dent on imported fuel and are . South Korea and Thailand are “Тһе main impact is that high 
Last year’s uprising by members spare capacity. апу effect would most likely be likely to feel the pinch more, he twice as sensitive to ой аз the re- ой prices are robbing purchasing 
of the Цан tribe forced the tem- “Сап we really trust any of reflected in next years economic gion asa whole, he said. power from consumers and busi- 


T ——— 


said. 

porary closure of 40 percent of these guys?” asked Ng. “If I re- numbers. Andy Xie, Morgan Stanleys "Мох countries would feel the nesses. Like any other form of 

the country’s output. peatedly get bad news from you,1 “It would likely be a drag іп chief economist for the Asia-Pa- heat of the high oil prices as а tax, it would tend to slow de: 
‘Nigerian unions also served а am just going to keep on buying.” economic growth in most cific, said each dollar increase in drain on the pocket booksofcon- mand,” Cohen said. Reports from 

14-day ultimatum to the govern- he said, adding there has been no places,” said David Cohen, ап the oil price would reduce the sumers and businesses,” Cohen AB AFB Reuters and Abigail 1. 

menton Monday to reverse a 15- fresh signs that key producers economist with research house economic growth rate in Бая said. "Ifsa form oftax that drains 


‘Bulldog’ ... : 28 


From page Al 


tended ter mobile phone theft—nc d Ч м: 

ea = | Celebrating 76 years of teaching a nation. 
Once activated, the program, known as же vere айы еї 

Bulldog, requires the user to supply a numeri- 

cal password either through the cell phone's |” 

keypad or through a text message before the 

phone can be used. 

If the correct password is not provided after 
three tries, the program locks the keypad and 
the phone begins emitting a “barking” sound. 

“The annoying sound created by the cell 
phone is enough to grab the attention of other 
people nearby, and scare off cell phone 
thieves,” says Jayree Chua, president of the 
software start-up Boogs (www.boogs.ph). 
remotely via text messaging, when a phone 
has been idle for a set period of time, or when 
the phone's Subscriber Identification Module 

While Bulldog—which will be sold for 
about P350—is not foolproof, it will at least 
ine peter 


IMEI 

Boogs is working on enabling Bulldog to 
send а text message containing a phone's 
IMEI (International Mobile Equipment Iden- 
tity) code toa central database once it detects 
thata new SIM hasbeen inserted. 

‘The IMEI isa 15-digit code assigned to each 
mobile phone. Networks can block the use of 
a phone that has been reported stolen on the 
basis of its IMEI. 

“If we can get the cooperation of the mobile 
phone networks and the National Telecom- 
munications Commission, we can set up Bull- 
dog as an automated reporting system for 
blocking stolen handsers," Chua says. 

Boogs is also working on having Bulldog 
send out an alert if the phone's IMEI code is 
tampered with. 

Chua says Bulldog is in beta testing and works 
оп phones that use the Symbian Series 60 plat- 
form—an operating system usually found in the 
latest Nokia handsets and high-end models of 
Sendo, Samsung, Panasonic and Sony Ericsson. 

Users who forget their Bulldog password 
сап call Boogs. 

After verifying the users identity the compa- 
ny will send а text message to the users phone, 
which will deactivate Bulldog and erase the 
program from the phone, The user will then 
have to buy another copy of the program. 


Underrated 
Cell phone theft is а growing problem al- 

though the crime tends to be underreported. = 
‘Just last week, two journalists were killed эн 

by cell phone thieves on separate occasions. September 29, 2004 
Jose Villanueva, assistant business editor 


PEL Theme: “The National Teachers College and Education in 
анна tbe the Path of National Renewal? 
Newsreader Chris Misajon of GMA Net- 


work station GMA TV 6 in ойо died on Sat- The National Teachers College 629 J. Nepomuceno St., Quiapo, Manila, Philippines 


urday, two days after he was shot by holdup Tel. Nos, 734-5601 to 05 Fax No. 734-1885 Web site www.ntc.edu.ph 
теп who took his money and cell phone. 2 Цин DR = 
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New Subic head made ‘billionaires of Ayalas' 


From page Al opment Authority. 


UE TE INTHE KNOW | 


was held in time for the 94th 


"| wanted to get the best man- 


ager in the whole country" birth anniversary ofthe late Pres- | e The Subic Bay Metropolitan -| 

Ме Arroyo said that with Licua- ident Diosdado Macapagal, Ms | Authority is in charge of the Subic: 
nan making “billionaires of the Arroyo's father. Bay Freeport Zone, an industrial - 
Ayalas,” he could make “the best а commercial complex in Zam- 2 
hub outof Clark and Subic.” Mission bales. 


She pointed out that the Ayalas 
gave Licuanan a “free hand" in 
running their corporations. In the. 
same way she said, he would also 


EO 365 states that: ө The former site ofthe US 
* Licuanan will oversee the | Subile Naval Basa, twastumed |, 
functions ofthe BCDA Clark De. | into aneco-zone a year after the 11 
velopment Corp. and SAMA wish | Senate rejected тээ the ex- 


havea free hand in running Clark Tegerd to programs that havea |twionoftheRPUSmitary = 
and Subic. direct impact on the joint devel- E 


ө Land area: 18,000 hectares 


Clark and Subic, located in (including forest area). 


Pampanga and Zambales, respec- 
tively, were the biggest military 
facilities outside of the US main- 
land until 1991. Their develop- 
ment is part of Ms Arroyo's 10- 
point agenda. 

Asked by the Ingumer whether 
she had a hard time convincing 
Licuanan to join her administra- 


‘opment of the industrial and 
freeport agencies. ‘© Workforce: 69,189. 

© The three agencies will pro- rts amounted to $454 
vide “the required financial, ad- | milen dof n 
ministrative and technical sup- |" e Top exports: electronic 
port [to Licuanan] inthe efficient | products (computers, fax m. 
and effective discharge of his | chines, 60). processed foods, 
functions.” high-end garments and jewel 

e Licuanan will “obtain the | ry 
participation of strategie part | Industrie: infrastructure 


sion, the President laughed heartily ners, domestic or foreign, from | and property development (ho- ^ 

and stammered a response. the public or private sector, to | tels, commercial centers, еі), 
When Licuanan said "No," she it contribute capital, know-how as [ев еы ا‎ 

said: “He said no. Thank God. HELLO and goodbye: Outgoing SBMA Chair Felicito Payumo welcomes President Arroyo during the well as market linkages necessary | semiconductors, etc.) and ser- 
ank God. Thank God.’ ing in| " ане ғото 10 spur the development of Cen- | Vices (transportation, tourism, 

Thi : Neda meeting in Clark on Tuesday. ero to spur the deveopm n bem одда, ы 

Nonexecutive post. He did not name his successor Не said his successor would шиш, former commander of 5 де 
Later in ап interview, Licuanan but promised a "proper and “inherit an organization that 'm Фе Presidential Security Group, Like Dubai and HK 

said his chairmanship of the SBMA peaceful” leadership transition, тшу! proud of.” as board member and president © He is authorized to seek the She said Subic and Clark 

would be a "nonexecutive posi- "There should be no reason for He also praised Ms Arroyo for of Subic Freeport Services Corp. assistance of all government were “more than Calabarzon,” 

tion” similar to that of Clark Devel- worries," he said, adding: appointing someone from “no She issued an executive order agencies and local government referring to the development 

opment Corp. chair Rizalino | "140 not think that the institu- one's political camp.” ‘on Aug. 4 splitting the position of units to achieve his mission. grid in five Southern Luzon 

Navarro. “I'm focused on coordina- Чоп can stand another turbulence" x SBMA chair and administrator, а Ms Arroyo clarified in an inter- provinces. 

tion," he said. similar to that which accompanied Other appointments ‘dual post that Payumo occupied view that it was not Tarlac Rep. — With Licuanan's appointment, 
He will chart the “master direc- his replacement of then Olongapo The President also named the under the SBMA charter. Jesli Lapus but Licuanan whom she the appeal of Zambales officials 

tion” of the two former US bases, Mayor Richard Gordon, the first new head of the Bases Conver- Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye һай picked to chair the SBMA. to appoint a native of the 

Ms Arroyo said. SBMA chair, in June 1998. sion Development Authority, of said Antonio would serve as act- Lapus, as chair of the House province to the SBMA went un- 
licmaanwasmamedpresiden- Gordon, now a senator, held which the SBMAisasubsidiary. | ing SBMA chair when Payumo's committee on ways and means, heeded. 

tial adviser on the Subic-Clark Al- ош at the SBMA with his follow- Filodelfo S. Rojas Jr, former termends on Oct. 15. will do “big tasks" in the legisla- Vice Gov. Ramon Lacbain П 

ance development program on ers for days after President president and chair of the John Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- ture, she said. said the appeal was expressed 

‘Aug. 18, but his office was creat. Joseph Estrada appointed Payu- Нау and Poro Point Development, mita released thenamesofthenew Asked whatrolethe develop. through a resolution filed early 

ed only on Monday through Exec- moto replace him. was appointed ВСА chair to re- appointees during the Presidents ment of Subic and Clark would this month. 

ішіме Order Мо, 365. Payumo, a former congress- place Florencio Padernal. Rufo Co- visittotheDiosdado Macapagal In- have in bailing the country out Among those who were sug- 
Payumo, whose term should man of Bataan, assured SBMA of- layco remains BCDA president and ternational Airport at Clark, where of the fiscal crisis, the Presi- gested for the top SBMA post 


have ended on July 1 but was ех. ficials and employees that he chief executive officer. she laid the capsule for the P2-bil- dent said: “If it becomes the were banker-community devel- 
tended bythe President until Oct. knew his successor well and the Ме Arroyo likewise appointed lion airport extension project and best hub in Southeast Asia, i's opment worker Philip Camara 
Т5, met with SBMA officials and latter would be “professional” in Alfredo Antonio as SBMA ad- later met with the Cabinet groupof going to be like Dubai and and former Zambales Gov. Amor 


Textbook whistle-blower to DECS: Say sorry first, then we'll talk 
From page Al textbook, with Go's help. The cru- als Council Secretariat, which is willing to sitdown with them,but Three of the authors (the rather issue "teaching notes" con- 


5 Sader said he was demanding the іп charge of textbook evaluation. і they [are set to] just refute my fourth is deceased) have dis- taining the corrections. 
had tried to sell his 82-pagelistof apology as a condition, not be- _ But in the etter, Abad said Со findings one by one, what's the missed the listed mistakes as А few years back, the DepEd 
corrections to the publishing, cause he was being high-handed should not have brought the case use? If youre being willfully “manufactured or fabricated.” disapproved a high school sci- 


company. bur because he had to set “limits” straight to the media. “He's invit- blind, Ican't open your eyes.” But even Abad admitted that af- ence textbook that it had ap- 
“Tm not doing this for the mon- During Monday's press confer- ing me, but at the same time he's Со said he wanted nothing ter а cursory review, officials proved the previous year 

ey,” Go insisted. “In fact Tm the ence, Abad distributed copies of castigating me,” Go pointed out, from the education officials. But found one “major mistake.” Gosaid he had also pointed out 

опе spending money" On Sept. the letter he had written to Go, adding that he received his own he wondered why the “authors, Тһе DepEd has ruled out the the errors in that book, “Science 

20, he placed a newspaper ad ап. asking him to coordinate with Ed- copy of the letter via fax. publisher and evaluators" of the possibility of recalling all 1.14 and Technology for the Modern 

nouncing his findings. cation Undersecretary Ғе Hidal- Не doesn't believe the DepEd textbook in question had not million copies of the book from World,” but that its publisher was 


DepEd said it would review the go and the Instructional Materi- really welcomes his help: "Tm been taken to task for the errors. 5,000 schools, saying it would not penalized, either. 


Two widows share each otber's pain 


By Edson Castro Tandoc jr Most of the time, Gloria was ме are shedding blood,” Gloria by will grow up without a fa- band realized that the "(CPR. they were powerful. 
and Carla P Gomez beside Tabara's wife, Veronica. said in Filipino. ther—like her. NPA) war was not the right path „Aside fom Rosa Aurora, the 
PDI Visayas Bureau. She knew the pain. Tabara was accompanying Я to social justice. Our people need Tabara couple had three other chil 
They knew each other's pain. Ong, the 19-year-old boyfriend War not the right path and want peace." ‘dren—Ana Luisa, 30; Efren Joseph, 
SHE HAD been there. “It is so frustrating. Its so sad of his youngest daughter, to buy Veronica said her husband 28, and Fe Esperanza Caridad, 23. 
‘More than a year ago, Gloria that this had to happen,” Gloria a plane ticket at SM Fairview had been included in the CPP- Death foretold ‘Veronica said she knew that 
Kintanar lost her husband to as- told reporters. that Sunday night. They had just NPA order of battle; which: “Iwishthe killers of my husband Arturo had long been on the NPA 
ssssins, who remain at large up Her husband was killed on Jan. parked their car when they were meant he would be punished “will go into deep sel'examination hit list for bolting the CPP-NPA in 
топон: 23,2003 inside a restaurant at the shot dead. with death. of why they commit senseless 


‘The other night, the widow of Quezon Memorial Ce in Quezon | Veronica was with them, but She said her husband used to killings if they are truly fighting for 
forme: New Peoples Army chief Сау. The Communist Party of the she escaped death because фе have security escorts, but could social jusice for the poor” she said. that he would be killed, she said. 
Romulo “Ka Rolly” Kintanar was Philippines owned up to he killing. two had dropped her off at the not keep them because of his Veronica said her husbands Arturo had told Veronica that 
among the first visitors at the malls entrance before parking limited resources. killers should look into their he would be killed next after 


wake of Arturo Tabara, another Reason for shedding blood the car. A few years ago, the couple hearts and examine if killing Daniel Batoy, a breakaway rebel 
former rebel leader who was as. “Ме have to be strong and . Tabara's youngest daughter, decided to continue their strug- people like Arturo would ad- commander in Western Visayas, 
sassinated in Quezon City on pray for each other and for our Rosa Aurora, Ong's girlfriend, gle through peaceful means. vance the cause of the poor, ог was ambushed by the NPA on 
Sunday night. Eountry, which is the reason why just gave birth last week. Herba- Veronica said she and her hus- was just an attempt to show that Aug. 22. 


Comrades pin Tabara’s killing on Joma’s group 


From pagel violate the rules but for as long as the removal of the party from ^ Kintanars widow, Joy, joined We've been hunting these people curity because the hit squad was 
you profess obedience to Joma, Washington's list of international about a dozen former political since they killed Kintanar" coming after him," he said. 
keeps a very short list. With youareOK," the comradesaid. "terrorist groups. detainees and former under. Delfin, whoselongcareerin in- _ Delfin said the SOG hit list also 
‘Tabara dead, that should be He cited thecase of Jose "Pepe" : ground activists in comforting telligence work has focused heav- included RPM-P leader De la 
shorter пом," said a Tabara com- Luneta, a senior communist lead- Macabre reunions Tabara’s widow, Veronica, at the йу оп the communist insurgency, Cruz, Philippine National Police 
rade, who claimed to be on Si- er who was allegedly responsible Ап exCPP member turned Imperial Chapel of Funeraria Paz said authorities identified the al- Director General Edgar Aglipay, 
son's "hate list.” for the bloody purge of party peace advocate said he would not on Araneta Avenue in Quezon leged killers with the help ofin- Senior Supt. Rodolfo "Boogie" 
i members in Southern Tagalogin blame his former comrades if City. telligence reports, a good number Mendoza, a prominent business- 
Who's who the 1980s. they shied away from Tabara's Реасе Commissioner Ging Delez, of which сате from former and man and Delfin himself. 
Sison list allegedly includesNi- ^ "(Luneta) remains in the wake. UP President Dodong Nemenzo active CPP members. 


lodelaGruz,aformerleaderofthe good graces of the party because “This kind of reunion only and his wife Princess, and Agrarian Composed of 10 to 15 highly ‘Trailing Aglipay 
urban assassination group Alex Ве is now the loyal servant boy makes us angry and frustrated. Reform Secretary Rene Villawereto trained killers, including at least Aglipay had allegedly been on 
Boncayao Brigade, and former of Joma [who lives in exile in What if they and Joma held re- join them later in the night. ‘one woman, the SOG is headed thelist since he headed the Nation 
‘communist leaders Benjie de Vera, the Netherlands],” he said. "He unions like this?" he said. Villa said the killing of Tabara Бу Prudencio Calubid, a member al Capital Region Police Office 
Ric Reyes and Joel Rocamora. is the one who prepares Joma’s “Whar if we also ask Joma to would scare away the insurgents of the CPP Central Committee, more than three years ago. Once, a 
‘The Inquner saw none of them coffee.” delist some people? After all, he that the government was trying to said the senior police official, team of hit men reportedly fol- 
atthe wake on Monday night. When somebody said Sison also wants to be delisted from the entice back to the fold of the law. who asked not to be identified. lowed him during a visit to Taguig. 
‘Also on the supposed list were had been described by novelist US list of terrorist groups,” the- “This is a bad signal to those ‘The liquidation squad almost 
Filemon Lagman and Kintanar, Ninotchka Rosca as an "alpha man said. “Heis practicing a dou- who would wantto join the main- Tabara warned got the businessman during a re- 
‘who were killed in February 2001 male,” not а few of the СРР Ме standard. He resorts to inter- stream of society,” Villa said. He said the group “retreated to cent party hosted by the Asistio 
and January 2003, respectively. | founders rejectionists chuck- national human rights law only „_. 3 the outskirts of Metro Manila” after political clan in Caloocan City, the 
led. ‘when he wants to, and if it favors Trained assassins it gunned down Tabara and Ong. РМР intelligence director said. 
Mutual hatred "Is that a new fraternity?" one him." Villa said he met Tabara while Like Kintanar, the 53-year-old “НИ men were already in the | | 
‘The so-called “hate list" also said. = baras wake was the third working on the implementing Tabara was killed as punishment area but somehow they post 
supposedly contains the names of ° Tabara lay in a cream coffin such reunion among former CPP guidelines forthe peace agreement for his decision to break away from poned the kill,” he said. “Anyway, 
former comrades who had ques- amid red and white blossoms members, after those for Lagman that Tabarzs group had signed the CPP in 1992, the official said. he's been warned.” 


tioned some of Sison's pronounce- next to the casket bearing the re- and Kintanar. with the goverment in 2001. ‘ter the break, Tabara estab- ейп said he and Mendoza 
mems, according to the comrade mains of Stephen Ong, 19, the E Asked for comment оп the lished the Rebolusyonaryong Par- were similarly "set up" during last | 
‘who said he was on the list. boyfriend of his daughter. Ong А Бай signal statement of a senior police offi- tidongManggagawa-Pilipinas. . month's gun show at SM Mega- 
‘The feeling of hatred, appar- was shot dead along with Tabara Another Tabara ally, Daniel"Ka cial that Tabara was killed by the Delfin said that three months mall in Mandaluyong, 
cently, was mutual. bya still unidentified gunman, or Mokong” Вау, and his daughter, same group that gunned down ago, the PNP had wamed Tabara “Мі leamed that two teams (of 
? gunmen, Perla Jane, were also shot dead Kintanar, police Intelligence Di- about an impending attempt on assassins) had been deployed in 
Anew ‘frat’? They were killed at a time Makato, Aklan, last rector Robert Delfin said on the his life. the area,” he said. “Good thing 


"The problem here is you can when Sison’s CPP is pressing for hone: "Is the same group. “Не was told to double his se- we didn't show up." 
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QC declares war on e-casinos 


By Tina G. Santos 


TO SHOW that he means business, 
Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Belmonte. 
yesterday ordered the closure of three. 
‘more e-éasino outlets reportedly oper- 
ating in the guise of Internet and com- 
puter gaming cafes in the city. 

Last month, the city government had 
padlocked four computer facilites al- 
legedly maintained and operated by the 
‘Sports and Games Entertainment Cor- 
poration (SAGE) for operating without 
the necessary permit and license in vio- 
ation of city ordinances. 

Complaints from concerned parents 


LETTING the 


who said their children had been fre- 
quenting computer arcades had also 
reached Belmonte's office. 


Seven down 

The new closure order brought to 
seven the total number of e-asino out- 
les that had been closed by the city 
government since it intensified its cam- 
paign to stop the prolif eration of Inter- 
net gambling in the 

The latest outlets padlocked yester- 
day were Phil. Web Corporation, locat- 
ed in Quezon Avenue, Barangay Sta. 
Cruz, and two Running Mate Inc. 
venues located in Kamias and at the In- 


from growing their locks long or sporting “outlandish” hairdos. 


Students protest policy on long hair 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


LEAVE our hair alone. 

With this battle ery, around 
50 students of the Far Eastern 
University yesterday held a 
rally to protest a new school 
policy to be implemented on 
Ос. 1 that would prevent 


trepid Plaza Building on E. Rodriguez 
Avenue, Barangay Bagumbayan. 
Pacifico Maghacot, chief of the city’s 
Business Permits and Licensing Office, 
Jed operatives of ће Central Police Dis- 
сйс City Hall station in the closure oper- 
ations against the erring establishments. 


Misrepresentation 

Maghacot said the e-casinos misrep- 
resented themselves by applying for a 
business permit as Internet and com- 
puter gaming cafes. 

"What the city goverament is doing 
right now is safeguarding public 
morals," Maghacot said. 


hair down, students from the Far Eastern University rally against a new school policy that would prevent them. 


He also vowed to intensify Belmonte's 
drive against illegal casino gambling op- 
erations in the сиу. The four computer. 
facilities previously padlocked by the 
city government reportedly maintained 
and operated by SAGE were outlets lo- 
cated at Robinson's Galleria in Ugong 
Norte, Barangay Bagumbayan; Odie 
Building along Congressional Avenue; 
RCBC Building along Quezon Avenue; 
and at Center Building along E. Ro- 
driguez Jc Avenue Extension. 

Parents and school authorities had 
earlier. raised concems about sports 
berting in outlets close to campuses in 
Metro Manila. 


Patient. 
jumps off 
hospital 


By Tina G. Santos 


A S7-YEAR-OLD patient jumped 
off the fifth floor of the East Av 
enue Medical Center yesterday 
morning. 

Benjamin Dacoco, of Napin- 
din, Laguna, suffered a cracked 
skull and broken legs and died 
while undergoing treatment. 

Не had been confined at the 
hospital since Monday for acute 
ulcer. 

Investigation showed that 
hospital security guards heard a 
thud outside the building at 
6:45 a.m. 

When they checked, they were 
shocked to see the victim blood- 
ied on the pavement. 


Emergency room 

The guards brought Dacoco to 
the Emergency Room but he died 
moments later, the police said. 

Investigators said Dacoco was 
‘confined in room 5019 and was 
accompanied by his wife. 

‘Yesterday morning, when his 
wife was in the restroom, Daco- 
со walked over to the terrace of 


Sanlakas Youth and students expression. “outlandish” ha the room and jumped off. 

Pan Де uias uf e Pe PA ИШИНИН "The wife told police that Daco- 

Philippines-Manila joined the а copy of the list of the im- terday that the term “out- co had been unusually quiet and 

protesters pending policies the school landish” was vague, and the Һай appeared depressed over the 
Pol Sena, an FEU student was reportedly set to imple- school officials did not provide Past few days. 

and Sandigan Party Alliance ment. an exact definition of the , Police said that che thought of 

spokesperson, said the policy Тһе announcement regard- word. “Who's to say what they being a burden to his family, aside 

ther the school would be im- ing the new policy was signed would consider outlandish?” fromthe pain brought by his sick- 

plementingis “repressive.” by FEU student affairs chief he added. Sen. es моз ae e де ті 
"The way we wear our hair Adelaida Fronda and chief dis- — Instead of focusing their en- tim into committing suicide. 


male students from wearihg 
their hair long, and both male 
and female students from 


sporting “outlandish” hair fect our intellectual capacity" 
styles. Sena sai. 
‘The students who joined | Headded thatthe school of 


the rally were mostly fine arts 
majors and members of the 
third sex who bad long Вай: 
‘Members of the Samahang 
Demokratiko ng Kabataan, 


6 rob suspects not 
rubbed out, say cops 


By Luige A. del Puerto 

mualdo 
POLICE have ruled out 
summary execution in the 
killing of six alleged rob- 
bers on Monday night in 
Antipolo City. 

"IE would not happen in 
such a populated area," said 
Sr Supt. Leocadio Santiago, 
chief ofthe Rizal police. 

Central Police District and 
the National Ant-Kidnap- 
ping Task Force gunned 
down the suspects about 100 
meters from Padis Point, a 
popular bar on Sumulong 
Highway at about 6 pm. 

Santiago said there were. 
too many people who could 
witness a rub out. 


Road block 

He noted that it was rush 
hour and traffic was heavy 
because of a road block 
they had set up. 

“Зо yes, we have ruled 
ош rub out," he said. 

The police identified five 
of the suspects as Wilfredo 
‘Sarmiento of Purok Mali- 
gaya and Eduardo Cabisig 
of Barangay Mambugan, 


both from Antipolo City; police 


is a fashion statement. And 
our fashion choices do not af- 


ficals should rethink the 
schools policies considering 
the changing times. 

Sena said the youth also 
use fashion as a form of self- 


and, Dionisio Tamayo, Ro- 
Refuerzo 
Domingo Jaso-Jaso, 49, all 
three from Marikina City. 
The pursuing lawmen, 
who were ina Tamaraw FX, 
said they wanted to ram the 
suspects Ford Ranger pick- 
up to force them to stop. 
But the suspects report- 
edly maneuvered either to 
makea U-turn or to counter 
flow. As they did, they fired 
the first shot, hitting a 
МАКТР officer in the leg. 


Peppered with bullets 
The lawmen fired back 

and peppered the suspects 

vehicle with bullets. 

"The police had tailed the 
suspects from Cubao, Que- 
тол City, where the CPD re- 
ceived reports of a possible 
bank robbery. 

All police units werealen- 
ed and asked o look ош for 
Suspicious looking cars- 

Officers spotted the Ford 
Ranger and tried to бад it 
down, but it sped away to- 
ward Antipolo Су. 

"The police then sought 
assistance from the Rizal 


cual. 


аріпе officer Perfecto Pas- 


It showed that effective 
Oct. 1, male students would 
be banned from wearing 
earrings and from sporting 
hair that extends past the 
earlobe or below the eye- 
brows. All students were al- 
so banned from sporting 


chair Billie Haban. 


during the rally. 


ergies on the students! form of 
individual expression, FEU of- 
ficials should instead focus on 
problems like the lack of class- 
rooms, said SanlakasYouth 


Fire 
hazard 
check 


Inounen tried to get the 
school's side, but was told that 
the teachers were ina meeting 


and 


QUICK RELIEF 


Residents of Manuela Subdivision in Las Piñas pass through 
Dandelion Street, which is now dry after Mayor Imelda Aguilar 
Immediately ordered the declogging of a creek that caused 
flooding in the area. Aguilar acted on the: 
‘came out with a photo of the flooded subdivision. 


day the INQUIRER 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 
A BIG number of fires occurring 
im. Makat's residential areas 
prompted local authorities to 
‘conduct house-to-house inspec- 
tions in the city’s 33 barangays. 

Makati Mayor Jejomar, Binay 
issued the directive to the Makati 
Fire Department and barangay 
officials after receiving a report 
that 52 of the 55 structural fires 
| їп the city last year occurred in 

residential areas. 

A security agency and a shanty 
were razed in an hourlong fire on 
Set. Fabian Yabut Street, Baran- 
gay Guadalupe Nuevo, the other 
night. 

"The report showed that short 
circuit, electricity overloading, 
‘and stored garbage piles were the 
common causes of fires in 2003. 

instead of waiting for fire 
alarms, our firemen will be de- 
ployed to check and look for fire 
hazards in residential areas as a 
preventive measure,” Binay said 
inastatement. 

Meanwhile, a lighted candle 
allegedly triggered а one-hour 
fire that razed about 30 houses in 
a depressed community along 
Samson Road in Caloocan City 
yesterday. 

Electricity had been сш off ear- 
lier by the Meralco after it was 
discovered that many houses in 
the area had illegal electric con- 
nections, forcing residents to use 
candles. With Edson Tandoc Jr. 
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MMDA bans = 
hanging onto © 
rear of jeeps 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


ITSTIMEtolet go. * 

Acting on complaints of jeepney operators, 
the Metropolitan Manila Development At 
thority renewed a drive against hanging onto ' 
the rear of jeepneys. 

“We would be stricter about this,” ММА ` 
Chair Bayani Fernando said yesterday 

Inameeting with MMDA officials Saturday," 
members of the Pangkalahatang Sanggunian ” 
Manila Suburbs Drivers Association Ine. 
asked that “hangers-on” be apprehended be- 
cause many of them do not pay the fare. 

The MMDA chair also said that some" 
“hangers-on” also serve as “covers” for jeep 
ney robbers who prey on passengers. " 

Fernando said public utility drivers who al- ”* 
low “hangers-on” to cling to the rails outside 
their jeepneys would be apprehended for. 
overloading and slapped witha P500 fine. — ` 

The MMDA chief also said the “hangers-on” + 
would also be fined for offenses similar to jay- + 
walking. 
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DOJ 2” on Asi & Со outs soon 


Gonzalez gives staff 10 days to make final review of 8 Fil-foreigners' case 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


‘WILL last year’s PBA MVP Asi Taulava, 
Rudy Hatfield and six other Fil-for- 
eign cagers be deported? 


Basketball fans will soon know the fate of 
their embattled favorite players after Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez yesterday declared 
the Department of Justice would resolve 
questions about their citizenship in 10 days. 

"We will try our best to resolve this as soon 
as possible. The results may be out in 10 days’ 
time or in two weeks," said Gonzalez. 

He said the DOJ is expediting the resolu- 
tion of the cases against Taulava and the other 
alleged "Fil-shams" on the prodding of Sen. 
Lito Lapid, who has revived the Senate in- 
quiry into the players citizenship. 

Besides Taulava of the Talk 'N Text Phone 


HATFIELD 


Pals and Hatfield of the Coca-Cola Tigers the 
other players whose citizenship are being 
vestigated" are Andy Seigle of Purefoods, 
Davonn Harp and Mick Pennisi of Red Bull 
Barako, Alex Crisano of Barangay Ginebra, 
Jonathan Ordonio of Alaska, and Doria Pefia 
of San Miguel Beer. 

Alleight are accused of faking their citizen- 
ship papers to be able to play in Asia's first 
play for payleague. 

Gonzalez said Lapid talked to him yester- 
day morning and he assured the senator that 
the results of the DOJ investigation would be 
released soon. 

Last week, Gonzalez created a special com- 
mittee to-decide, "with finality” on the citi 
zenship of the Fil-foreigners. He designated 
Chief State Counsel Ricardo Paras Ш to head 
the committee. 

“Since the evidence, including the Senate 
findings, are all here, let's resolve this soonest 
with finality unless stopped by a court order,” 
Gonzalez said. 

Ithas been more than a year since the Senate 
‘committee on games, amusement and sports, 
headed by then Sen. Robert Barbers, recom- 
mended the deportation of the Fi-foreigners to 
the Bureau of immigration. The panel ruled in 
‘August 2003 that Taulava and his colleagues 
had faked their citizenship papers. 

Taulava has since obtained a court injunc- 
tion against his deportation, even though the 
DOJ has yet to receive any formal notification 
from the court. 

Gonzalez said the other members of the 
DOJ committee include State Counsels Ra- 
mon Chito Mendoza and Elmer Cris Lu Rillo 
and State Prosecutor Benny Nicdao. 

In June, the DOJ said Ordonio is a Filipino 
citizen, but Gonzalez said his case would be 
reviewed again. 

Former Justice Secretary Ma. Merceditas 


Take the lead in the race for a brand new Vios. 


Just head for the nearest participating Toyota dealer and avail of any Genuine Toyota Service, 

Toyota Thunder Service or buy original Toyota parts for your chance to win a brand new Toyota Vios 
їп the grand draw of Toyota F1, Team Fever 2. Also up for grabs are Panasonic Digital Video Cameras, 
Panasonic TAU (257) 635 mm Flat Screen TVs, Panasonic D-Snaps, Panasonic Digital Still » 
Denso Iridium Spark Plugs and Toyota F1 Team Remote Control cars. 


ӨР TOYOTA 


Gutierrez had said that a review of Ordonio's 
gase showed that he is a Filipino. 
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NGAP U-turn: 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


THE NATIONAL Golf Association of the Philip- 
pines yesterday denied an Ingumen report that it 
had dropped reigning Philippine Ladies champi- 
on Frances Bondad from the RP Team to the 
‘World Amateurs in Puerto Rico. 

"Contrary to a report that appeared in the In- 
quien on Tuesday, Frances Bondad was never 
‘stricken out of the Philippine Team to the World 
‘Team Amateurs set next month in Puerto Rico,” 
said part of the NGAP statement that was e- 
mailed to the gunmen. 

“Bondad is a principal member of the RP 


Team, getting the seeding mainly because she is 
the reigning Philippine Ladies Open champion.” 

"The clarification contradicted the statement 
‘made by non-playing ladies team captain Alice 
Andrada on Sunday. 

Andrada, also the NGAP treasurer, said in a 
telephone interview with the buques that they 
had to take the Australia-based Bondad out of 
the lineup because "the schedule of training and 
the World Am itself wil take too much time and 
will affect her schooling.” 

Local golfs governing body made the darifica- 
tion after Bondads aunt, Dinah Briones, blasted 
the association on Tuesday for not exerting enough 


PBA proposes 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


>. . SPORTS 
Bondad still part of RP team 


effort tb secure Frances Philippine passport. 

This also came after the NGAP staned a 54- 
hole elimination series between Carmelette Vil 
laroman and Lora Roberto supposedly to deter- 
mine Bondad' replacement. 

Briones said Bondad is an “academically ex- 
cellent” student and wasin fact granted a 45-day 
leave from school justto join the RP Team. 

NGAP secretary general Luisito Femandez 
эй he has given Bondad, a high school senior 
ший Oct. 8 to obtain а Philippine passport to be 
bie to make the ipto Puer Rin 

Bondad's parents were informed Friday that 
Frances had been dropped. The couple, who 


4-year 


plan 


for nat’l five 


By Francis Ochoa 


THE PHILIPPINE Basketball Asso- 
ciation has shook hands with the 
Basketball Association of the 
Philippines. Both sides will gun for 
the hosting of the 2007 Asian Bas- 
ketball Confederation champi- 
onships. And the PBA is proposing 
a four-year training program for 
an elite national team. 

“The target: 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

“We feel that Beijing 2008 remains our 
best chance to return to the Olympics," 
said PBA commissioner Noli Eala, mani- 
festing the league's willingness to throw 
its resources behind the lofty goal. 

"What we propose в actually a four- 
year plan for the PBA to handle the na- 
tional ream that will compete in the ABC 
in 2005 in Qatar and in 2007." 

"The 2005 Qatar tourney is the qualifier. 
forthe World Championships while the 
2007 event is the Olympic qualifier. 

‘Unlike in past Olympics, Asia will be 
given two slots to the Olympics. But with 
Beijing hosting the 2008 quadrennial 
meet, the Chinese team will be seeded, 
bringing to three the number of Asian 


NCAA, Cebu 
stars lead 
Rookie Camp 


PROMISING aspirants, led by NCAA star 
Gabby Espinas and Cebu's Joseph Ronald. 
“Baby Shaq" Quinahan, will show their 
stuff when the PBL holds its Rookie Camp. 
today at the Makati Coliseum. 

А bevy of Filipino-foreigners have also 
confirmed their participation in the event 
serving ава preview of the incoming play 
ers who will join the Dispersa-Rookie draft 
on Friday. 

Commissioner Chino Trinidad appoint- 
ed veteran coach Bong Go to handle the 
Rookie Camp. 

A total of 70 players have already signi- 
fied to join the camp which is unique from 
the pest Rookie camps. 

"The 6-foot-4 Espinas, 22, made history in 
the NCAA by winning both the Rookie and 
MVP honors as he helped Philippine Chris- 
tian University win із first NCAA crown. 

Buil like the NBAs Shaquille O'Neal, the 
64со-5 Quiñahan is known for his fero- 
cious rebounding. Leading the list of FIHor- 
eigners are 6-4 Christopher Tenoso, Eugene 
Adduro, Jeffrey Francisco, Jerome Zaldivia, 
Kevin White and Marion Dumbrique. 


teams that can join the fray. 

In that race for the two vacant slots are 
traditional Asian heavyweights South Ko- 
rea and Japan as well as Lebanon. 

"The planis to have one training sys- 
tem wherein we have a deep enough pool 
to choose from and one coaching system 
for the entire training pool, which willbe 
handled by a national coach, not neces- 
sarily a PBA coach, supported by a team 
of assistant coaches; Елі explained. 

"The principle that we are proposing as 
part of the basketball program is that we 
keepa team together, we have a national 
coach that will be appointed to handle the 
team fora long time, and we have a wrain- 
ing team that will support this national 
team. In this case, as we go along, we can 
replace players, atthe same time bringing. 
along younger ones who are already fa- 
miliar with the system.” 

A crucial part of this whole plan, how- 
ever is the countrys bid to host the ABC 
tournament in 2007. 

"tis, to us, an integral part of ensuring 
that our team will become successful and 
hopefully make it to Beijing. In other 
words, I feel that hosting the ABC... will 
be the key to perhaps getting the Philip- 
pines to win the ABC or at least havea 


2 cond c le 


JIMMY Alapag (left) cf Talk ‘N Text and Alaska's Mike Cortez, two of the PBA's 
newest stars, are among those who could make the planned national pool. romcro 


shot atthe Olympics; Eala said. 

Eala and BAP secretary general Gra- 
ham Lim took the step in that direction by 
purring aside a leadership squabble over 
the baskerball associarion and ploning the 
bid to have the ABC held here. 

“Wie agreed in principle that the PBA 
will handle the tearm that will go to the 
ABCin the hope that this will be a long- 
term plan that will culminate in having a 


crack in the Olympics" 

Inthe past, the PBA has kept its nation 
al team commitment to the Asian Games. 
The best finish by an all-pro team so far 
was in Beijing in 1990, when the Philip- 
pines finished second to China. 

In 2002, the Philippines came within 
one defensive stop from reaching the fi- 
nals against China, but lost a heartbreaker 
to South Korea. 


Laput paces Samsung golf with 70 


LIPA CITY—Former jungolf standout 
Jong Laput fired а two-under-par 70 
Monday to move in font Бу three strokes 
at the start of the Samsung Amateur Tour 
eliminations at the Mt. Malarayat Golf 
and Country Club in Lipa Cty 

Upstaging the big names in the field, 
Лари, who is playing out of Forest Hills, 
fired five birdies їп the back nine (Nos. 
10, 12, 14, 16and 17) tosubmitthe day 
only sub-par round. 

Former national player Boyet Zaragosa 


Stood thee shots behind after a 73 while 
Ronnie Torrecampo was third following a 
74 as mainstays ofthe vaunted Canlubang 
squad pur themselves in тїп position. 
Current national amateur champion 
Jun Белі, preparing for the national 
team’ sint in the World Amateur cham- 
plonship next month in Puerto Rico, had 
а sow start with the 75. The big ийн, 
Canlubang ace lay alone in fourth spot. 
Samsung Electronics is the chief back- 
er of the event serving as ће fifth elimi- 


nations leg ofa nationwide tour. 

"The other sponsors are Tokyo Tokyo, 
Gatorade, Philippine Airlines, adidas Tay- 
lor Made, KZG by Custom Clubmakers, 
Pink Patio Boracay Coppertone Sport. 

Abe Avena, Malarayats reigning club 
champion, came up with а 77 to be in 
fifth place. Erwin Vinluan was at 79, Jojo 
Guingona 80 and Dave Hemandez 81. 

The championship division bane pre- 
cedes the 36hole competitions in the 
‘men’s and ladies division starting today. 


Big all-around game powers De Dios 


LUNSEEDED Nico Riego De Dios banked on. 
a briliant all-around game yesterday to join. 
two seeded compatriots in the boys singles 
‘quarterfinals of the 2004 Enervon Tabler- 
Futures Foundation Intemational Juniors 
Tennis Championships at the Yfiares Socio- 
Cultural Sports Cemer in Pasig Ску. 

The Olongapo City-based De Dios, who 
ousted third seed Lai Xiao-peng of Hong 
Kong in the first round, outclassed Michael 
Basco, 62, 62, to advance against No. 8 
Chien Changüng of Taiwan, who bear 
qualifier Ma Kai Chieh, 6-1, 64. 


Filipinos Miguel Narvaez and Ralph 
Kevin Bare scored contrasting wins to also. 
advance. The No. 6 Narvaez necded an ex- 
tra set to prevail over Korean Seo Jeong 
Han, 60, 0-6, 7.5, while the No. 7 Bare 
ripped Taiwan's Ma Kai Chun, 6-1, 6-1. 

Narvaczs next opponent is second seed 
‘Taiwanese Chang Huai-en, who beat com- 
patriot Ko Min-fu, 63, 63. Bare will meet 
“Taiwanese Lien Chia Chu, a 6-4, 6-1 winner 
over Korean qualifier Mun Hu Нас. 

"Top seed Martin Sayer of Hong Kong 
blasted Korean qualifier Hong Hwi Jin, 60, 


6.0, to forgea quarterfinal showdown with 
‘Taiwanese qualifier Peng Hsich-yin, who 
ousted Kyle Joshua Dandan, 2-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

In girl? singles, top seed Korean Chin 
‘Seul-k survived Melissa Orteza, 64, 0-6, 7- 
6, to advance to the quarterfinals against 
Japanese qualifier Aki Yamasoto, a 6-2, 6-1 
‘winner over local Trudy Gine Amoranto. 

In other matches, third seed Filipino- 
‘German Vanessa Anja Peter demolished lo- 
cal Catherine Flores, 6-0, 6-0, to advance 
against Japanese Matsumi Yokota, who 
beat local Noelle Conchita Zoleta, 6-3, 6-0. 
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claimed they have spent P40,000 for the trip to 
Manila, were unable to board a Philippine Air- 
fight from Sydney to Manila Saturday. 
Briones said NGAP executive offer Jake 
Ayson told Bondad's relatives here of the deci- 
sion to take the 16-year-old out ofthe lineup. 
Hopes of getting a passport for Frances fizzled 
‘out on Friday when the NGAP told Bondad'spar- 
ems that they needed to appear at the Bureau of 
Immigration las Monday. 
‘The parents said they could not make the trip. 
because of pressure from work. Briones has kept. 
the papers of the Bondads, as required by the 


Red Bull 
overpowers 
Taiwan five 


RED Bull Barako stepped up its title bid in the 
4th Shell Invitational basketball tournament 
in Brunei on Monday by subduing Jones Cup 
champion You Lon of Chinese-Taipei, 100-93, 
at the start of ће round-robin semifinals at 
the Berakas indoor gym. 

Fil-Am pointguard Denver Lopez fired 
three triples, Rico Villanueva slammed in his 
third dunk in the game off 6-7 Taiwan import. 
Cedric McGinnis, and Lordy Tugade stole off 
Chan Au and scored on a dunk in the home- 
stretch to finalize the Barakos' triumph. 

Team manager Tony Chua said the Barakos. 
showed a big fighting heart. "We were under- 
dogs because Vergel (Meneses) was not able 
to play, but we played tough,” said Chua. 

Korea's professional team Hankook 
Raiders blasted the other Philippine squad, 
Spring Cooking Oil-Laguna, by more than 20 
points in the other semifinal contest. 

Red Bull trailed 44-49 at the half but surged 
ahead 74-68 going into the payoff period. 

The score see-sawed in the last canto ший 
Lopez connected those triples, the last of 
which gave the Barakos а two-point edge with 
two minutes left, and Villanueva and Tugade 
uncorked two dunks. 

Cyrus Baguio sparked with 25 points and 
six rebounds, and Davonn Harp finished with 
12 points and nine boards. 

Red Bull and Hankook need to hurdle their 
second rivals to arrange a crown showdown. 


POC caucus 
focuses on 
SEAG events 


THE HOTTEST issues in Philippine sports—the 
Philippine Olympic Committee elections in 
November and the leadership dispute in swim- 
ming—will take the backseat when the РОС 
general assembly meets today in Makati City. 

POC president Celso Dayrit yesterday said the 
two issues are пог on the agenda as the body shifts 
its focus on the 2005 Southeast Asian Games. 

Не said the assembly will discuss the spors 
that may be added to the 34 previously approved 
and the number of events to be disputed in each. 

"The POC, through the Philipping SEA Games 
Committee, will present the result of the meeting 
tothe 11-member SEAG Federation on Oct. 11-12 
atthe New World Hotel. 

Some national sports association heads, how- 
vez are expected to push for the discusion of the 
elections. The assembly will meet for the last time 
today before the polls. 

Dayrit, on his second term as POC head is ex- 
pected to figure in a duel with equestrian presi- 
dent Jose “Peping” Cojuangco for the presidency. 

POC secretary general Romy Ribano said it 
would be the POC executive council, not the gen- 
eral assembly, that will tackle the elections. He 
said the council wil appoint officials to seats in һе 
commission on elections in the frst week of Octo- 
ber Marc Anthony Reyes 


(THRILLA: His books are regularly а 
celebration of rebel life. But on Friday, 
the 29th year of the unforgettable Thril- 
la in Manila, Ave Perez Jacob lends a 
hand in the centennial celebration of 
the Polytechnic University of the Philip- 
pines with the launch of his newest 
masterpiece “Isang Pagdiriwang ng San- 
daang Taong Sosyo-Politikal na Pakik- 
ibaka ng PUP” at the school campus in 
Sta. Mesa, Manila. A multi-awarded 
writer and novelist, Jacob avoided the 
tedious and wove fresh insights in trac- 
ing the growth of the PUR а former vo- 
cational school that had to find tempo- 
rary shelter in the buildings of other 
schools of learning but which produced 
the first batches of stenographers, book- 
keepers, accountants and other office 
personnel who contributed greatly in 
the early growth of the country. Jacob 
also delved into the real reasons behind 
the American acquisition of the Philip- 
pines during the time of William McKin- 
ley and Theodore Roosevelt. The Oct. 1 


Pacquiao has reason to feel insulted 


affair will be preceded today by the 
launching of Prof. Rogelio Ordonezs 
collection of columns.and essays titled 
"Pluma't Papel") 


HIS promoter in the USA obviously 
meant well bt, if you were Manny Pac- 
quiao, would you fight someone who's 
not even in the Top 10 of an alphabet- 
soup boxing association? 

By his name, Gairy St. Clair could 
easily be mistaken for an aspiring pop 
anis. 

But reports yesterday said this aspir- 
ing gladiator from Australia, reputedly 
the World Boxing Organization (WBO) 
Intercontinental champion, might be in 
Manila late November to fight Pac- 
quiao. 

Naturally, the ready prayer was for 
the proposed bout not to materialize. 

Why? Because, unworthy as he is, St 
Clair could be crushed beyond repair by 
Pacquiao, squealed boxing scholar Her- 
mie Rivera. 


Bare EYE 


ё =) 
Recab Trinidad Y 


M's an insult to Pacquiao, feeding 
someone whose only credential was his 
having lost successively to name fight- 
ers like Diego Corrales and Leonard 
Dorin, Rivera protested. 

AS Intercontinental champion, St 
Chair is at the top of WBO feather- 
weights ranked only 11th down. 

W's not a healthy proposal, and the 
ready advice was for Pacquiao to refuse 
being sold cheap, no matter how badly 
he needs а full-blown workout before 
the year ends. 

From what Rivera surmised, Murad 
Muhammad, Pacquiao's US promoter, is 


ina frantic race to get Pacquiao а fight. 

Магайз contract with Pacquiao will 
expire next February and the glib Amer- 
ican fight peddler must deliver in order 
to be retained. 

His registered manager meant well but, 
if you were Manny Pacquiao, would you 
agree to extend your contract for another 
five years to the tune of PS million? 

At the awful rate the peso has been 
sinking against the dollar, Pacquiao may 
not have the appetite to sign up even if 
offered twice that sum. 

But that's exactly what Мапу Elorde, 
Pacquiao's registered manager, had 
angled to the biggest Filipino world 
boxing celebrity. 

In 2000, Pacquiao, swayed by a PI 
million signing bonus, signed a five- 
year pact with Elorde which expires 
next February 

For PS million, Pacquiao would be 
sharing 30 per cent of all his purses with 
the Elorde group ший 2010, if he agrees 


to an extension, 

The odd thing is that Elorde, who al- 
legedly dummies for a Japanese fi- 
nancier, himself admitted that Pacquiao 
"deserves more than what l'm offering." 

Well, you need not be too keen on Ше 
economics of boxing to sense that Pacquiao 
is again in danger of being short-changed. 

Meanwhile, out there in Freddie 
Roach's Wild Card Boxing Club in Cali- 
fornia, there were reports Pacquino is 
allsetto pack up and fly home. 

The restlessness is obviously being 
fueled by homesickness and despera- 
tion. 

Knowing Pacquiao, the contract ex- 
tension and money matter could wait. 

However, nothing could be more 
frustrating than killing yourself to be in 
peak form with no idea whatsoever 
whom you'll be fighting. 

ing a pound-for-pound great 

a nobody who could either faint 

ог sink at the first hiss of a man-sized 
killer left hook amounts to an insult. 
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Injured Mashburn URBL CAGING 


could call it a day Pampanga stuns Cebu 


NEW _ORLEANS—Former All- 
Star forward Jamal Mashburn 
will miss the entire 2004-05 NBA 
season because of a knee injury 
that could end his career. 
Mashburn and the New Orleans 
Home's announced the news Mon- 
даўа week before the start of train- 
ing camp. 
"The injury kept Mashburn a 10- 
year veteran, out of all but 19 
games last season after he under- 


BOGO, Cebu—Visiting Harbour ano, Bogo Mayor Tining Martinez and Теш 
Conte Pampanga came up with former Sen. John Osmeta, Lacovtale Мб STANDINGS W L 
debut with. charged back behind reserves Franklin М. LHUMLER 96—425 21, Dada 17, En- ын 
a stunning thrilling charged back Cebu city 
98-95 upset of host Lactovitale- rise JUN T, DANG навин ача E | | нан! 
Cis athe Unie tale Ора Abellana sank two freethrows | & Maa Odi ra bit Cente: 
Regional Bas- off Garcia's last foul to threaten with 32 QUEZON6+—Rodiquez28, ole 13, Too | Pampanga * 
Ketball League (ЛЕБІ) took its seconds left, 95-96. Pampanga botched 11, Lapea 10, Nuñez 9, Tera 6, Cason 4, La- | Lactovitale- 1 1 
games to the spanking new із next play but Lactovitale failed to toren 2, Sese 2. Cebu c 
5,000-seat Don Celestino Mar- capitalize as it committed a 24second ater: 17-17, 418,665, 96:4 Province, 
tinez Coliseum Monday night. violation. ‘Second Game = Sur’ 0 
M. лабе Cebu stayed undefeated | Garcia had 2ë points for the Harbéur. HARBOUR CENTRE 98-—Garda 25, Bogat 13, | Quizon Co- 0 


Se e opos hoe met. 
cles from his right knee. Mashburn mte cate Quenn Cs Cem of brote Mikee and Niki Dwag А.а, Snes, mST (бш 0 2 
Suid епшш ac causer the Gite 9684 intkeopener Romer. ur Mete irt red |“ авын 
knee to swell as badly as it did last round draft choice of the Dallas Pampanga skipper Ariel Garcia Асйоп in the community-based Romulo Sera? Ие 
March when his season ended. He Mavericks. He also had a stint with waxed hot at the start of the fourth to league backed by adidas resumes today LACTOVITALE $5—Castllo 17, Nalon 16, Province vs llocos Sur 
+ averaged 20.8 points. the Miami Heat before joining the push his team toa 90-77 spread. ‘asLactovitale hosts the locos Sur Snipers Jueves 13, Bughao 10, Палка 9, Orgias 8, | Snipers (a! Bogo. Cebu) 
Ina news conference, Mashburn Ноте іп 2000 and making the Egged by the crowd that included at the Martinez Coliseum at 4 p.m. while Briones 6, Abellana 4, Balingt 4, De la Victoria 4, | 5p.m.—M. Lhuitie-Cobu 
said the jury could end his eave, A-Star team during the 200203 тап owner Vice Сох. Greg Sanchez, at the New Cebu Coliseum, M. Lhuillier ботег2,0за2. ум Harbour Cane 
which began in 1993 as a first- season. former Rep. Junie Martinez, Joe Sober- tests Harbour Centre at 5 p.m. ‘Quarters: 24-24, 45-45, 75-71, 985. Pampanga (at Cebu Cy 
Laylo earns chess Olympiad berth | Caoili to play 
Standings. manuel Senador and a point clear of Gonza- downed NM Rolando Nolte in a Sicilian to 
evs sterRomé 1 mi Dai. les who was left in a must-win situation break the nne-point barrier Or Austra. ja 
weed Mae GoM bynes РИ against Garma in the 16th and penultimate _ Donguines shared fifth spot with Barbosa 
М бата оли боха мша тубан, mend lae yesterday. Garma beat NM at 9.5 while Roca was at 9.0. A tie for third 
amines ва Мпа sit ior Mirabeau Мара in 26 mover ofaKings Inde will be resolved by playoff Tenjearod  WHATashame. WU Axe 
50; NM Maga 3.0; Fazon. NM Perez 2.0. an Attack. Wesley So, the youngest ever finalist in the Filipino Woman Internation- team in the 2000 Istanbul and 
илла А ы Seo, on the other hand, drew with сэвх роне) this year by the First Gen < al Meher Aenne ый сесті 3002 Ний Olympiade wil рау 


Pesce tl gmp rege gi podre ce c redi e eed оГ 
менон каныны dei ананы та Ба pig lu e ежи олголтын eir mre 


ae sree Senador wit have to go rough IM Ronald measure of top seed and reigning Aslan 3.23 cud = 25 
[eie rat Ie dele азаннан pee „ТГ он о 
TAGAYTAY CITY—National Master Darwin Тһе top three finishers in the men’s will French. IM Barlo Nadera and NM Rodolfo Тһе development came at IM Stephen Solomon, Board 4 
Laylo virtually clinched a spot in the join Grandmasters Eugene Torre, Joey An- Diaz Jr. defeated Fame Fazon and NM (һе heels of the Southeast player of the aa ab 
Olympic-bound RP men’s team after a quick tonio and Mark Paragua in the Philippine Leonardo Carlos, respectively. Asian Games incident last year, team in this year's Olympiad. 
draw with International Master Jayson team to the Chess Olympiad on Oct. 14-31 МЕМ Sheerie Joy Lomibao inched closer when Caoili failed to suitup for She went undefeated in sev- 
Gonzales in the 15th round ofthe National in Majorca, Spain. to the title in the distaff side after drawing фе country because she and en rounds while scoring 6.0 


Chess Championships Sunday night at the ` Olympic veterans Fide Master Fernie her match with WNM Christine Castellano her mother „йн tpm 
Che Оратріотаћра tnim Genier Donguives amd IM Petronio Roca have in 41 moves ofa Sicilian. WIM Beverly Men- mound одо Tickets to Viemam Solomon, See 
here. mathematical chances of booking a top doza and МММ Aices Salvador shared sec- от Australia where they are draw with Solomon in their 

‘The match, which lasted only 15 moves, three finish. ond to third places with victories over WNM based. presen rrd 
pushed Laylo's total to 11.0 points, a half ^ Donguines scalped FM Jesse Noel Sales Carmelita Alvarez and МММ Kathryn Ann | "The 17-year-old Caoili, an- Bernardino, Contributor 
Point ahead of IM Chito Garma and NM Em- after 67 moves ofa Torre Attack while Roca Cruz. Marlon Bernardino, Contributor | - е 2 


Sharapova triumphs Yakult heats up marathon season 
in Korea Open start THE2004 marathon season heats up and Michael Ong, Yakult Phils. Inc. as- competitive runners. 


оп Nov. 7, with the staging of the sistant manager for sales and planning. “Coming just a week before the Milo 
Yakult 10-Mile Classic in an out-and- _ Nowon its 16th year, thisannualfoot Marathon finals, the event would be a 
SEOUL—Wimbledon champion _ Sharapova lost, 62, 62, to US back course at the CCP Complex race i expected to draw 2,500 running good pre-race training for the finalists 
Maria Sharapova erushed Open champion ам compat grounds in Pasay City. - enthusiasts and makes it the countrys while at the same time, weekend run- 
Switzerland's” Emmanuelle Svetlana Kuznetsova in the semif- las years champions, Rodolfo second longest-running road race. Inre- ners wil have а chance to join mass- 
Gagliardi, 61, 6-3, in the first nalsofthe China Open on Saturday. ‘Tacadino and Hazel Madamba, are ex- cent years, this premier 10-milerace has running events for two consecutive 
See re Fame korea Open орар arek белесі. pected to retum to defend thor Ges, been expanded to include shorter races weekends. said Biscocho who also or- 
WTA event on Tuesday. ‘She hit her stride in the third ‘said marathon organizer Rudy Biscocho to provide opportunities for the fun and — ganizesthe Milo Marathon. 
"The 17-year-old Russian broke game and took the frst set in 37 
Gagliardi’s serve five times, beating minutes. She followed that with 


herin 71 minutes in front ofan en- three love games in the second set, IM А С 


thusiasti crowd. one of them with wo aces in a row 

“thought 1 played quite well, al Sharapova played Gagliardi on 
though the court surface was a litle the center court of Seouls 1988 
bit different to China. és a lite Olympic tennis complex. She will 


slower and 1 had to adjust in the play Henrieta Nagyova of Slovakia Metropolitan Athletic Club 
first few games,” Sharapova toldre- or American Sunitha Rao in the sec- "n DEUS 3 
porters ond round on Thursday Reuters SHARAPOVA лє | IN COOPERATION WITH 
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shows her winning 
formin the recent 
Asian Under-14 
event. 
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By Dennis U. Eroa 


ONTRARY to rumors, Philip- 

pine tennis isn’t a dead ball, 

after all. Like a newly 
opened can of balls, local tennis 
has a good bounce. 

This, despite the fact that the country is 
still looking for a player that will someday 
do a Paradorn Srichapan, the marvelous 
Thai world-beater. 

Not to disappoint the believers, the 
country indeed lags behind its Southeast 
Asian Games neighbors, notably Thailand 
and Indonesia. 

With most of the leading players—save 
for the talented Subic Bay-based Patrick 
John Tierro—stagnating due to lack of in- 
ternational exposure, the country's tennis 
scene needs a makeover, a big, sure push 
like Andy Roddick’s monstrous serve. 

‘Thankfully, though, local tennis is again 
on the upswing. And this time, the focus is 
on the crop of players 14 years and under. 

Recently, sun-baked Filipino netters, 
backed up by an army of parents, traded 
strokes with their Asian counterparts. The 
sunny results proved that given the right 
exposure, the Philippines can produce 
‘world-caliber players in a few years time. 

Thanks to Asian Tennis Federation presi- 
dent Buddy Andrada and Indian expatriate 
Ajay Pathak, the only Asian member of the 
International Tennis Federation junior 
competition committee, local tennis has 
shown signs of picking up. 

Pathak, who has called the Philippines 
home for more than 20 years, mastermind- 
ей the creation of the Asian 14-under se- 
ries, which is supported fully by the Aus- 
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RP tennis rebounds 
through young stars 
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tralian Open. 

Francis Casey Alcantara of Malaybalay, 
Bukidnon and Noelle Nikki Zoleta, both 
unranked, showed tons of promise by rul- 
ing the inaugural Futures Foundation-ATF 
14-under series recently at the Ynares So- 
cio-Cultural Sports Center in Pasig City. 

“The Asian 14-under series is long- 
awaited and ат delighted that it has final- 
ly taken shape with the help of the Aus- 
tralian Open," said Andrada. 

Paul McNamee, a veteran grand slammer 
and now chief executive of the Australian 
Open, told an ITF news bulletin: 

"This exciting initiative reinforces our 
commitment to providing opportunities 
and assistance to promote the growth of 
tennis in the Asian region." 

Аз ATF director for juniors, Pathak is at 
the forefront of the series. 

Tournaments will also be held this year 
in Sri Lanka, India, Uzbekistan, Qatar, Chi- 
na, Thailand and Korea. 

"past experience has shown that world- 
class Asian players come in trickles. 1 found 
that out in Europe and South America 
where 14-under programs exist. In Asia, 
its only for the 18-under,” Pathak noted. 

“Our goal really is for Asian 14-under 
players to play in the Australian Open in a 
few years’ time." 

То sweeten the pot, Pathak Said winners 
in the sub-regions will be able to play in De- 
cember in Australia. 

"They can also watch the Australian 
Open in January," Pathak added. 

The smooth-swinging Alcantara and Zo- 
leta earned an all-expense paid stint to 
Australia. 

“We're excited. We're going to meet the 
world's best players,” said the duo. 


ق 
Aguilar posts‏ 
two victories‏ 


CALTEX Revtex top rider Glenn Aguilar lived up 
то the hype as he posted rwo vicores in the Pro 
125 and Pro Open divisions of the Camel Super- 
cross Championships in Roxas City recently. 
With an FIM Asia-Pacific title tucked under his 
belt, Aguilar did not take long to dominate both. 
the premier Expert Pro Open and Pro 125 cate- 
gories. Aguilar pulled away and eventually 
catched up with the second placers of the two 


felt good. My rhythm and timing were 
there. Pius, have a brand-new KTM 2004 racing 
machine working perfectly well witha Reviex of 
that is above йз class, how can I go wrong with 
that?” asked Aguilar, a seven-time National Rid- 
ex ofthe Year. 

Reviexoil has been a constant over the team's 
supremacy in local and international motocross. 

Rewexs thorough domination in the mo- 
tocross festival organized and sanctioned by the. 
National Motorcycle Sports and Safety Associa- 
бол (Namssa) was felt strongest, however, inthe 
Pro Open, where it pulled off а 1-2-3-4 finish 
(AguilarDela CruzJeny Beech-Alvin Beech) 
with Saulog placing Sth. 


AT SANTANA 
'BYNA.998 
Race 1—1. Boker Baster 2 
Sambat 3. Киме Land 4 Burst и Speed Yohanan 

Race 2—1. Matera Tock 2. Валад 3. Smart Kevin 4. Re 
bownd Мапа Dies 

Race 3—1. Bg Mama 2 Dennis D Menace 3. Real Charm 4. 
‘Stam Stam 5 Seran а 

Race 4— байх Presents 2 Kalashnikov 3. Back Force 4. 
Mosi 5 Война Oveen 

Race 5—1 Mage Buet 2 Cena 3. Sugar Ray 4. Nagist- 
эю 

Race G1. Tr Муну 2. Last Dance 3 Vicor Lap 4. You 
ЛЭ 

Race 7—1. Scrap ol Gold 2 My Sh Tel Henry 4. нау 
босу. Canofs Angeles Dolar 

Roce 8—1. Hl Медип? Picky Heat 3. Mercurian 4. Ocean 
Cookie 5. Al Power. Kartayok 


races. 
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Balce, Polero enter National Finals 

MARK Baloe of Ateneo routed Tomic Apacible. 6-4, 7-6. in the boys! 
14-under division, while Tim Ройго whipped brother Kim Polero, 6-3, 
6-3. in the unisex 10-under class to gain a slot in the National Finals at 
the close of the 2004 Milo Regional Finals-NCR at the Pham Homes 
Tennis Club. Zhane Quitara outclassed Regina Santiago in the grs 
12-under division, 6-1, 6-1, while Kim Ivor багага edged Kyle 
Cordero, 6-0, 6-4, in the boys'12-under division. In the 14-under 
girls' division, Erenielle Soriano won by default over Christine Patri- 
monio in the Mito nettest organized by CTW and supported by Adidas 
and Malaysia Airlines as the official carrier. 


Southwest FC rules Butuan leg 
‘SOUTHWEST Football Club defeated Sunbeam FC, 1-0, to rule the 
Butuan-leg of the Red Ribbon Football Fiesta recently staged by the 
Butuan-Agusan Norte Football Association (BANFA). Striker Sole- 
mar Gilo accounted for the lone goal. At the end of the inal game, 
BANFA president Tito Clemente awarded the Most Valuable Player 
trophy to Ronan Eupenia of Southwest FC. As рап of her award, the 
13-year old MVP was given a high school scholarship. Eupenia is 
the 3ra scholar borne out ol the official Under-14 tournament of the 
Philippine Football Federation. Agusan National High Schoot beat 
Ong Yiu Elementary School, 3-2, in a shoot-out to cop third place. 
The closing ceremonies at ihe Vilta Kanaga Elementary School pitch 
also featured the schools dance troupe performing a cultural dance 
number called "Sayaw Sa Caraga”. The Jollibee mascot showed up 
10 entertain both players and audience by kicking some balls before 
the final game. The Red Ribbon Football Fiesta in Butuan was orga- 
nized and managed by BANFA and co-sponsored by the Jollibee 
Genter and Gaisano Mall. 


Southeast Asian Canoe in Subic 

THE STH Southeast Asian Canoe Championships and the 3rd Junior 
Southeast Asian Canoe Championships wil be held at the Fisher- 
тап Wharf in Subic Bay Freeport Zone. Ten countries, including 
host Philippines, wil batie for honors in this tournament organized 
bythe Philippine Canoe-Kayak Federation (PCKF). Regional power- 
house teams Indonesia, Vietnam and Malaysia are sending the 
biggest number of athletes with 38, 34 and 32, respectively. Other 
participating teams are Singapore, Brunei, Cambodia, Laos. Myanmar 
and Thailand. The Philippines has 22 athletes led by SEAG veterans 
Саптейо Oacasin, Jonard Saren, April Peñalosa, Janet Escallona and 
Jeremiah Tambor PCKF president Sim Chi Tat expects the Filipino 
Paddlers to take advantage ot the familiarity with the venue and give 
the fei a worthy competition. East Timor wil have two federation of- 
fils as observers. 


LGBA 7-stag features 120 fights 

ABOUT 120 fights wil be featured in the championship round ol the 
Luzon Gamecock Breeders Association Inc. (LGBA) 7-Stag Derby to- 
day at me air-conditioned Araneta Coliseum. The -stag finals wil 
start at noon, according to GBA president Rene "Boy" Diaz. Тһе 
paceseters are Bobbit Hollero, Baby Canilias, Edwin Ramos, Joel Ar- 
tus, Rep. Larry Wacnang, Nancele Balibalos, Jun Bautista, Manue! Lul 
and Tony Tabora, who scored three wins each Monday night at the 
Araneta. Qualifiers from Roligon will also see action today, among 
them are three pointers Mike Buendia, GBA president Boy Diaz, 
Bong Aspe and Butch Litus, Romy Tan, Топу Galang. Boots Yap, 
Ding Jose and Vice Gov. Oscar Lambino. Supporting the derby are 
Asvet Inc. Thunderbird, Robichem Laboratories, Excellence Game- 
fow! Specialists, Lakpue Drug Inc. and Vitarich Corp. For inquiries, 
contact 926-7808, 524-5072 and 924-5051 (loc. 128) or 0920- 
5851940. 


UE, ICA share powerlift honors 
UNIVERSITY of the East, Immaculate Conception Academy and Uni- 
versity of the Philippines shared top honors in the fourth inter-School 
Powerlifting Championships held tast weekend at the Robinsons 
Piace. Manila. UE emerged men's high school and women's college 
champions, while ICA bagged the women's secondary and men's col- 
lege champions, respectively. Carlo Macalinao, Ecaterina Cardano, 
Chino Uichanco and Kathleen Ong emerged as the tourney’ top n 
vidual performers as they set Inter-School records in their categories. 
Macalinao, who had a total lit of 418 kilograms (145 kg for squat, 
88.5 for benchpress and 190 for deadlift) and Cardano, who came up 
with a 190-кр total (70-25-95), topped the high school competition. 
Uichanco, ио submitted a total ift of 646 kg (240-170, 5-235) and 
Ong, who hoisted 280 (120-425-1260, ruled the college division. 
Guest iter Raymond Debuque, 11-year-old son of national coach Ra- 
mon, posted a 330-kg total (150 squat, 60 benchpress and 125 dead- 
ift). More than 60 lites competed in the tourney organized by the 
Powerlifting Association of the Philippines led by Nick Cabalza. 


CHAMPION 
DRAGRACER 
Joey Galang (right) 
Sf MOH Speed, the 
PRO class champion 
inthe 3rd eg ofthe 
Petron Blaze 
Shootout National 
Drag Race 
Championship 
Series held Saturday 
in Pampanga, 
receives his trophy 
and cash prize from 
Bebot Reyes of 
Activity Asia 
‘Association. 


Criterium and Track races get help 
WESCOR transformer vice president Ricky Cruz has assured the Na- 
tional Track Cycling Commission of the company’s support for the re 
‘val ofthe sports-track racing through the Criterium and Track races. 
The first edition was held Sept. 26 at he Quezon Memorial Circle In 
Quezon City. Other backers of ihe event were Alr 21/FedEx , Speed de- 
tergent bar Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) and JJL 
Marketing. Among the cycling club presidents who participated were: 
Batasan Ç.o—Ruben bay, Valenzuela Cc. Arpon Cabrera, Malabon- 
Navotas C.c Raul Angeles, Marikina C.c Jimmy Navarro, Alabang Сс. 
Feddie Untalan, Las Pifas-Ricky Unlayao, Paranaque C. c Jun Rav- 
біз, Sampaloc б.с Oscar Manzon, Tatalon C.c. Buboy Calderon, Tondo 
С.с Boy Duran, Talipapa C.c Cresente Santos, Global City C.c—EImer 
Ordoño. Taguig C.c—Enhard Fontanila, Nueva Vizcaya C.c Lupo Ala- 
va and PhilGhi-Es Lim. 


TRIATHLON HOST: The City of Bayawan in Negros Oriental plays 
host to next year’s National Triathlon Championships and the. 
Interclub competitions on Jan. 30, 2005. Signing the Memorandum. 
of Agreement are Bayawan City Mayor German Saraña and 
Triathlon Association of the Philippines president Tom Carrasco Jr. 
in the presence of Vice Mayor Rene Gandiel, Bayawan councilors 
and TRAP VisMin coordinator Carlo Carrasco. 


WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 29, 2004 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER n 


SPORTS 


Murakami's 3-under 68 
leads Riviera field by 5 


FORMER national amateur champion Artemio Murakami two more shots on the tricky par-4 at Langer, and С (15.1-21.1) at 
fired a three-under-par 68 yesterday to take а буе-ѕітоке пілі. — Couples. 
lead over Marvin Dumandan at the start of the third Riv- Rey. Ae and Rufino Bayron Senior players are bracketed in 


two classes, with the 55-64 group 
playing on Sept.30-Oct. 1 at Langer 
and the 65-and-above group teeing 
off for honors today and on Friday 
at Couples. 


iera Amateur golf championship at Riviera's Langer 
course in Silang, Cavite yesterday. 

Murakami leaned on a four- struggled with a74. 
birdie string from No. 7 to jump- _ Pagunsan, fancied to mule this 
жап his bid in the annual event event which also serves as a tuneup 
sponsored by Pacsports and DHL. for the membérs of the national 
He could have actually taken a six. team seeing action in next month's 
shot cushion if not for a bogey оп World Amateurs in Puerto Rico, is 
the 18th hole of the hazard-laden in joint third with unheralded 
par71 layout. ‘Omar Dungca and Jay Bayron. 

Эй, Murakamis 33-35 card out- | Pagunsem recorded а second- 
dassed the sarstudéed field, іп. place finish in the Philippine Open 
duding Dumandan, who bogeyed here this year but could not keep his 
three ofthe last six holes on the way game going as he bogeyed the 
то а 73, and Juvic Pagunsan who fourth and 12th holes and dropped 


A separate 36hole Champi- 
onchip ЇЇ division is set to start to- 
morrow along with the classes А 
(handicaps 48-9), B (9.1-15), both 


(group of cinemas movie guide 
$ Krisanta 
3€ Resident Evil 2 


X Feng shul 


small 


Tol. No, 728.61 50 
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А қ Tel No, 850.42 
Theresian Cup benefit golf slated | 
THE HIGH School batch of 1980 of St Theresa's Collegeof Nanita wi stage 
the 2nd Theresan бой Cup at the Mana Southwoods Gol and Country Cub | 
cn Oct 15. Proceeds of the tournament wil goto the The Mother Redempta 
Fund, which lent support to the vtms of the flooding in Baguio and of other 
atra calamities. For inquiries, cal Civis Sbug at 723-7025. 
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IRDIE binge puts Artemio Murakami five shots ahead. 
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тыы онын increase sa)es 827. of the time. 
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Әкел tts encharted powers „ 
Gan help find odd and her бый 
buried treasure. And are 

Marék-Neko The swinging paw is 
said to attract customers and great wealth. 
Although itis not knownif getting | 
your pror gids to nimic this action wl telp. ў 


este 3 
Keeping his onthe front door purportedly lends 
‘your business strength and power: Clepharts t = wu 
are considered зэ Шу in Thailand that sane believe x ; 
walking under a pachydermis body wall 
resultin great fortune. tis nat without sk though. 
Осе scientist attempting prove 
this plenonenenvas ceri st on. 


Saito bring blessings in fases f fc 
33 86, crisis the раев a revered зуы 
SERBS Ойша. Buddhism and Hinduism 

alike. Coming from three major religions, 
i mast do you sone good. Best when. 


‘worn dase ts te body. Although i 
Soren ere улен ид 


| | 
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Crafted in Gold, Sher or Brome, And often 
held over the heads of advertising creative teams 
ona large stage. However research over a \5- 
year period has conclusively shown that 


The ее. Legged Frog 


ARAB анг энэн 


You can find many business people in Chira 
lo pit sit fii bess frog 
with а coin sticking oul ofits mouth. he mythical, 
amphibian is sid to attract great profit 
to those who useit But be sure to have the frog ^ 
Нэх, face innards fromthe deor oryou 77 
cold findthe money going out the wrong мау 


advertisements that winrecogrition at Cannes. 
4 metor exceed their business objectives by up 
10400 percent: This naturally has been proven, 
1 to build valuable brands for their owners. 
he annes CEO Forum 


Scottish fidere hasit 

that the deal asked 

a black srih to shoe 

his оф Hemade it 

Bart so much that 
жээ auspicious tunm. 

ер ont of places wih This tactile act 

horseshoes. Throwing supposedly brings 

ore ower your shoulder great wealth anda 

is saito bring edi. Ut of happiness. 
. оо атаја swegou (Patiudviytotha 

dorit htangoreoryou manufacturers of 

could be fading a plastic Buddha 

figurines) 


happen over aht. But you can start early. 
Attend the Cannes CEO forum cn September 
So fran to 10 am at Gretnibett 3 тусі 


SCC decet 
Saas retto forget, we recommend you feld this 
ad carefully. wrapiLinred dethand keep басе 4 
‘to you stall times This Philippine talisman vith. 
built-in mystic incantation will bring you and 
your business great prosperity. Especially чоч 
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ENTERTAINMENT WEDNESDAY SEFTENUER I 2004 


Mortal bombing, plus hotel 
and other boob-tube booboos 


HOST: Which is the better gender, male or female? Guest: Our last report, there was a heavy 
Guest: Asa бетү m сакан the — — — mortal bombing! 

superior рап, but 1 think so that women are (Ay, mortal bombing!) 

eer as qua VIEWFINDER SH 
(Ah, please repeat?) Host: What have you learned from your re- 

wee cent personal problems? 

Host: What is your evaluation of the recent Guest: То be more responsible. 

polls? 3 Host: So, you're going to work harder at 
‘Guest: As expected, the election is not as vi- 3, saving your marriage? 


coven THOUSANDS OF FINDS. HAGOLE FOR 
GREAT Buye. EXPERIENCE ALL THESE IN A VAST 


ши is in the finds 


cinemas! cinemas! 


CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE UNDER CINEMAS: 686-7515 


E 


E 


ба lobo Cry 


BOURNE SUPREMACY 
THE TERMINAL 
EXORCIST 

FENG SHUI 
HEAVEN'S POND 

THE NOTEBOOK 

13 GOING 30 


olentasexpected. Guest: Definitely, ГЇ be turning into а new 
(So many expectations!) 


B іш 
LM Ж ЙЫЗ “Gey chars quitea trick!) 
Host: Congratulations toourwinnes!_ Nestor 1) Torre uH 
Guest Thanko e price lf Why are you recommending your 
jost: Will you tell him about the prize һе 1, new movie to our viewers? 
has won? Tli be Guest: Because of its message na may 
Солон: Of course! For winning our quiz, maraming moral lesson! 
yos bave wona oighe or wo сотто: turning (Message na, moral lesson pa?) 
(Thank you think!) i Host: What have you learned about life? 
КЕС Into ANEW сие: You must not live just for yourself, 
Hos: What is the latest news from the war 3 you must live for your other, too. 
me leaf (Му other... what?) 


ААААААЛААДАААААААААААААААААААААААААА. 


тҮтүтүҮүҮүтҮтҮҮҮТҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮТҮҮҮ 


Developed and managed by Ayala Land, Inc. Another retai innovation. 


Host: How can you project your best per- 
sonality in this talent contest? 

Guest: My best personality to project is my 
being a good personality with a good humor. 

(Good for you") 

Host: Doc, we have a caller who is asking 
what he should do about the bruise he got on 
his face three days ago. Should he go to the 
hospital? 

Guest: No, no. Kung three days pa lang, 
lagyan lang niya ng ice bucket. 

‘(Wheee!) 

Host: What did the suspect do when he was 
charged in court this morning? 

Field reporter: He played guilty. 

(One man’s pleaded is another man's 
played!) 


Japanese film fest 

"THE 2004 EIGA Sai festival of contemporary 
Japanese films moves to the CCPs Dream 
Theater from Sept. 29 to Oct. 3. The films fea- 
tured include: 

“Waterboys"—A comedy about a group of 
boys who join a synchronized swimming team 

“The Twilight Samurai? —About a low-lev- 
el samurai family headed by a widower who's 
raising two daughters and a senile mother 

Hush!"—Two gay men fall in love. Then a 
woman appears and proposes that they con- 
ceive a child together. They reach a point 
where they must decide what family means, 
and how they choose to live their lives. 

Suvenile Young boys discover a pocket- 
sized metallic object that talks and can travel 
through time. Although inspired by “E.T,” the 
film goes into a different direction involving a 
puppy-love triangle, and action evidently 

тол сое meant to mimic video games. 


*w р E ч : "Don't Look Back Two 10-year-old boys 
"d engage in all kinds of mischief together. In 
Ї ГАГ nv Ё € айнаны ы edendi 


2 tibly penetrates the film. 
"Give It All'—An academic failure who's 
unlucky in love feels adrift until she takes up 
caring and decides to form an all-woman 
rowing team. 


12 books launched 
NEW DAY Publishers recently launched 12 
new titles: "The Aeta at Mt, Pinatubo: A Mi 
nority Group Coping with Disaster” by Stefan 
Seitz; "Across the Seas: Three Brothers Find 
New Life in Colonial Philippines" by Antonio 
Sievert; "Celebration: A Source Book for 
Christian Worship" by Lydia Niguioula; "Fen- 
ture Writing for Filipinos” by Maria Cecilia 
М. Genove; "Hang the Dogs: The True Tragic 
History of the Balangiga Massacre" by Bob 
Coutie; "Living by Faith or by Fate: God's Will 
and Man's Opinion" by Douglas J. Elwood: 
"Love Never Ends: Growing Together in Mar 
riage and Faith” by Robert and Jeanette 
Laver; "Mangyan Survival Strategies" by Ju- 
rg Helbling and Volker Schult; "Postcolo- 
nialism and Local Politics in Southeast Asia" 
by Toh Goda; "Quiet Spaces: Interludes for 
: Women" by Patricia Wilson; “The Old Testa- 
5 ed 5 ment in Philippine Context" by Noriel Capu- 
The wild chase is on for Inquirer's Guyitol - long and "You Can Be a Feature Writer" by 
Lizzie Santos. 


Look for the specially-marked Guylto coupon in the pages of Inquirer everyday. Cut out, put your name, address and 
signature. Drop at designated drop boxes for а shot at your most wanted rewards! 


Join the fun as Inquirer celebrates Из 19th anniversary. Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 2004! 
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AYALA CINEMA TREAT: 
[o Кала Ayala Cinemas recently presented “13 
rove инсилмез. айыз шы pris MATE T Going on 30,"a feel-good comedy about 
Күр Pase ay u contains secum. ОТЕ 5 the joys and pains of growing up, 
раар eee reete er Mie er ЭР 22-23 starring "Alias" star Jennifer Garner. Аз 
[AL ы илаа блім Эл лал ел аны 
шал ндеу ығай hilarious movie at Ayala Cinemas, a 
таш с телине Бао Gana we эш солар pee At employees of Pagine Daly nq. Harison Commuctzatans end тен special family day was held 
Er Ed назан тан РИН 
222222 I — Glorietta 4, Greenbelt 3 and the Ayala 
i s [re sss Alabang Town Center. Moviegaers 


реке trece like fashy gliter 
л ous ME de crt He да 
Uy iPod Geen Lug Gee weve re moviegoers geting above, and beaded 


ын * Gehe. айғай, bracelets. This is Ayala Cinemas’ way of 
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(— ‘movie-watching experience. 
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nga. Binubog ko kasi.” 


Lifetime achievement awardee Nora Aunor RAISING HELEN 
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BOURNE SUPREMACY 


is оп a US tour with Kuh Ledesma. Aunors 

daughter Lotlot de Leon did not make it to the 

AFP Theater in time to accept her mom's tro 
phy. 


р 
1 
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‘Michael U best performance in a comedy EH 1045, 1:00, £15, 
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nominated along with the likes of Vic Sotto, MI sen mrwarc mouss nevo mornar 

Joey de Leon and Gary Valenciano is already 

эп honor but to win the award В a humbling 

experience,” a tearful Alcasid Е accept- TEU TULLE 

ing the award, "This isa job truly love.” 3 
"The awards show started at 7:30 p.m. with POWER: PLANT 

“StarStruck” Final Four—Jennylyn Mercado, % 

Mark Herras, Yasmien Kurdi and Rainier с 90936 MAAN pos 

Сао doing the opening number. eu M HR 
Toward the middle of the show, Geneva P эн ви .. a 

Cruz and Franco Laurel sang a duet. Ogie 

also sang, as did Janno Gibbs and Jolina 

кэй maswo aum 
“To close the show, Nyoy Volante, Кагуйе | «3a CE, 

and Kyla sang а medley of theme songs 
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NO one can dictate to us, says 
new award-giving body 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
"WE WERE very objective. We chose only the 
best” 


The overall chair of the Entertainment 
Press Society (EnPress), Jun Nardo, was re- 
ferring to the new group's choice of winners 
in the fist Golden Screen for Entertainment. 
TV awards last Saturday night. 

“Мо one can dictate to us because none of 


Here's the big 
танин” 


Feds" Hsu. 
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usis identified with any of the networks,” said 
Nardo. 

‘GMA Network, the “Kapuso” network, won 
19 of the 28 awards that night. Its rival, ABS- 
CBN or the “Kapamilya” network, went home 
with only 10 awards, including the best musi- 
cal/variety program that its “ASAP Mania" 
shared with GMA 7's “Eat Bulaga!" 

“14% obvious that the fight was between 
GMA 7 and Channel 2 because they are the 


tion of downloads to make your. vacation шин! 
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most prominent," Nardo explained, adding 
that EnPress also considered the shows on 
ABCS, IBC 13, NBN 4 and RPN 9. 

"WEIL se if ABS-CBN changes its program- 
ming next year," Nardo told inoumen Enter- 
tainment in a telephone interview last Mon- 
doy. 

Of the shows on the other channels, only 
АВС 5's “The Misadventures of Maverick and 
Ariel,” its host Ariel Villasanta and director 
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THEEND. (From left) Karylle, Nyoy Volante. 
and Ciara Sotto perform the closing number 


Neah Aliporo were nominated. 

‘According to Nardo, EnPress decided to 
f limit the categories to entertainment shows 
and excluded news and current affairs pro- 

grams. “Based on our observations, trouble 
Starts when these programs are included,” he 
claimed, “Let other award-giving bodies do 
that (include news and current affairs pro- 
grams)" 

EnPress, a breakaway group from the 
Philippine Movie Press Club, was formed last. 
December 2003. "This group was organized 
after we realized that we were part of a group 
that didn't believe in the spirit of fir play and 
honesty,” Golden Screen Awards executive 
committee chair Ruel Mendoza said ina state- 
ment in the souvenir program for the awards 
show. 

‘The disagreements between the two 
groups came to a head in October 2003 after 
three former PMPC presidents questioned the 
results of the 2003 Star Awards for Televi- 
sion. 

last August, the 30-member EnPress 
started requesting the networks to submit 
the "best episodes" of their shows and the. 
"best performances” of their talents. The 
Qd screening was done three times a week and 

ended in the first week of September, Nar- 
do said. 

“There were no major setbacks,” he sai. 
“The networks were very cooperative, We'te 
also very thankful that almost all of the stars 

, considering that we were 
doing this for the first time.” 


Absent winners 

Saturday night, Vie Sotto, the new group's 
choice for best actor in a comedy series for 
“Daddy Di Do Du" on GMA 7, was not feeling 
well, according to friend and co-host Joey de 
Leon. 

De Leon, one of the three recipients of the 
Helen Vela lifetime achievement awards, ac- 
сергей Sotto's award in his behalf. When he 
asked "Vies wife" to go up the stage, 
singer/comedian Allan K did. 

“їл behalf of my husband, thank you,” said 
Allan К. "Nasa kama na po si Vic. Nagpapahi- 
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PIOLO Pascual accepts award for 
‘outstanding lead actor ina drama series for 
"Mangarap Ka,” presented by Albert. 
Martinez (background). 
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Pinoy gives up Disney, comes 
home to produce kiddie shows 


He brings home wealth of knowledge in international TV production 


By Peachy Vibal-Guioguio 
Contributor 


WHILE many young Filipinos look forward to 
leaving the country to try their luck abroad, 
Perci Intalan is doing the reverse by coming 
home. 

Five years ago, Intalan, then 26, packed his 
bags, left his family and loved ones and took 
the risk of living in a foreign country to seek 
that proverbial green pasture. But unlike 
many Filipinos who have set their sights on 
staying away for good, Intalan decided to 
come back, And not only is back for good, he 
also brought home a wealth of knowledge in 
international TV production which he says he 
plans to share with his colleagues in the local 
television industry. 

For five years, Intalan was based in Hong 
Kong, where he was an executive producer 
and manager at Walt Disney Televisio 
ternational Asia Pacific, but he also traveled 
to several countries todo production work. 

"From the outside, it looks like а very glam- 
orous job,” says Intalan. "But living off a suit- 
‘ease can be pretty much exhausting.” 


Different nationalities 

At Disney, one of his biggest projects was 
producing "Disney Playhouse.” Production 
teams from countries like France, Germany, 
the United Kingdom and Japan flew to 
Madrid to each film their materials for a 
month. As the programs’ executive producer 
for Australia and the Asia Pacific, Intalan had 
to harness a production team of people of 
different nationalities to mount the show. 

"From Hong Kong, I lew to Australia, gath- 
ered a team, oversaw the production, brought 
а handful of the team members to Madrid to 
shoot, went back to Australia, edited the ma- 
terial and made sure everything was in order 
before it was finally aired in Australia,” says 
Intalan, 

He likens the experience ro that of Peter 
Jackson, Oscar award-winning director of the 
“Lord of the Rings" trilogy who said in an їл 
terview that he had to Пу from New Zealand. 
to Los Angeles and back to edit the rushes of 


INTALAN. "I can relate to Peter Jackson. 


his movie. “I сал actually relate,” says Intalan 
witha smile. 

"Disney Playhouse’ was a totally different 
way of doing television,” he says. “Everything 
‘was so methodical.” 

‘They even hired advisers and psychologists 
to ensure chat they did not go beyond the lim- 
its of what is advisable for young kids to 
watch. When they shot some parts of the 
show in Manila, one of the advisers that Inta- 
lan tapped was child psychologist Fenny de 
los Reyes. 


His heart’s desire 

While doing “Disney Playhouse,” Intalan 
realized the value and power of TV and its im- 
pact on the growth and development of chil- 
dren. “It was an eye-opener for me,” he says, 
adding that he wants to do a similar program 
for Filipino children. 
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Midea has added a 
new technology to its 
powerful features 
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2 The BIO FILTER effectively kills over 9596 of bacteria and efficiently traps 99% of dust 
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achieving a combined effect of disinfection and dust elimination. 


2 The BIO FILTER contains biological enzymes that combines with the bacteria and 
gradually dissolves the cell membrane. This mechanism successfully kills the bacteria 
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In Australia, according to him, certain 
hours of TV programming are required to be 
devoted to children's programs. "And these 
should be locally produced shows and not just 
animés and cartoons,” he says. 

Finally, Intalan decided to pull up stakes 
and head for home, leaving a high-profile and 
lucrative executive job. 

But it wasnt really such a tough decision, 
says the man who followed his heart's desire. 

Back in Manila, Intalan has joined the 
reenergized ABC 5 TV network, which now 
has new owners and management. At 31, 
Intalan is one of the youngest to hold the 
position of vice president of a major TV sta- 
tion. 

‘As head of ABC S's merchandising division, 
he promotes the networks programs im 
strategic ways. 

"Were a new player in the industry and 1 
must admit that we are experiencing some 
birth pains,” he says. The beauty of this, he 
adds, is that “we are not entangled in the rat- 
ings war. At least, not yet." 


For Pinoy kids 

и dida't take him long to win ABC 5's ap- 
proval for a program that he himself concep- 
fualized and will be producing. Yes, the pro- 
gram is for Filipino children. 

"Animé Ring Kaisho” has a host with whom 
the children can interact—zomeone they can 
‘Show their drawings and write letters to, play 
games with and even text their opinions to, 
Intalan explains. 

Пао means thatthe animé block becomes 
a full show instead of just a lineup of car- 
toons. This format, says Intalan, is widely ac- 
cepted inthe UK, Australia and Japan. 

TI think this is a great format because it 
harnesses the appeal of cartoons and gives 
us a chance to interact with kids and ex- 
pand their horizons by showing related 
Features, interviewing interesting person- 
alities eic." 

Intalan pet children's show may sil be а 
far ery from the global productions that he 
used to mount for Disney but he believes it is 
the first step in getting there. 
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VERY ENRICHING, Dania Prince says of her 
experience 


Tower Records 


TOWER Records staged а free concert featur- 
ing 16 bands to launch one grand music store 
at SM City North Edsa in Quezon City. 

‘The free concert was held during the 
launch of the sixth Tower Records branch at 
SM City North Edsa. 

"The show featured performances by 
Freestyle, Paolo Santos, Sugarfree, Session 
Road, Sponge Cola, Sandwich, Cambio, 6 Су- 

cle Mind, Kjwan, Artstrong, Ciu- 
dad, Thor, Sun Valley Crew, 


Ы = Cherry Comfakes, Mar- 
SHOW gari and Mary Melly. 
TIME The parking lot in front of 
s ihe store was jampacked 

with music lovers who 


head-banged, sang along and danced to the 
beat of the music. 

"he first Tower Records in the country 
opened in 1998. Another one will be opening 
at SM Pampanga next month. 

“Our vision for Tower Records is to be the 
record store of choice when it comes to music 
and films,” said Anton Ramos. 

Tower Records boasts of the widest selec- 
tion of international and local artists, classics 
and the latest DVDs and VCDs, and stylish 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
A beauty queen called Prince gets 


inquish her 


“NO OTHER country in the world has such 
friendly people as the Philippines,” ex- 
claimed reigning Miss Earth Dania Prince. > 

Speaking very little English, ће S-foot- 
10 model from Honduras tried to recall 
how warm and accommodating the Fil- 
{pings were when she first came to the 
country last year to participate in the Miss 
Earth pageant. 

“The Filipinos are very friendly, always 
happy and smiling,” she said. 

Prince returned to the country late last 
month to kick off this year's edition of Miss 
Earth. This is the pageant’ fourth year and 
the pageant promises to be bigger with more 
than 70 beauties from around the world ex- 
pected to compete. 

“The pageant focuses on the conservation 
of nature. Last year, it attracted global atten- 
tion with the participation of a representa- 
tive from war-torn Afghanistan. 

Latin American countries have been 
prominently placing іп international 
pageants, But Hondurds-had been missing 
the cut until Prince's win in Manila last year. 
Her victory was very special to her country- 
men because it was the first time a Honduran 
brought home an international title. 

“Ik was very emotional, 1 was both excited 
and happy" said Prince of her coronation, 
the moment stili fresh in her memory. 

But her triumph last year was no surprise, 
especially to the other women in the compe- 
tition. Before the coronation, some girls were 
asked who they wanted to win aside from 
themselves. Most chose the Honduran 
charmer because they found her “beautiful 
and smart.” 

twas only during her interview with Ingua- 


‘THE FREE concert performers included 
Margarita and Cherry of Cornflakes (above 
left), and Coy Placido of Session Road, with 
Tuesday Vargas. Getting them ай together 
are (right) Alfredo and Precy Ramos, flanking. 
their son Anton. 


music accessories at reasonable prices. 
“Tower Records is a place where friends 
can come together and enjoy good music,” 
said Ramos. 
Tower Records SM City North Edsa is on 
‘the upper ground floor of the main building. 


opens 6th branch at SM City 


crown 


za Entertainment that Prince leamed of this. 

Prince also participated in the Miss Uni- 
verse pageant in 1998, when she was barely 
20. Though she did not place there, her expe- 
rience helped her improve herself. In 1999, 
she became a finalist in the Top Model of the 
"World contest. That same year, she was also 
‘crowned Miss America Latina and Reina In- 
ternacional del Pacifico. 

Dania expressed her pride in being a 
pageant veteran: "Every time, you learn. 
something new from different people of 
different cultures," she said. “It's very en- 
riching” 

Joining, and winning, pageants has 
brought her a lot of opportunities, including 
modeling and other job offers. When she flies 
back to Honduras after relincuishing the 

iss Earth title, Prince will resume work on. 
some assignments that were temporarily 
shelved because of her duties as Miss Earth. 

She will also finish a project in Miami, a 
calendar tobe called "Honduras 2." 

Between now and Oct. 24, when she tums 
over her crown to the new Miss Earth, Prince 
will again tour the Philippines with the girls 
who are vying for the crown she is wearing. 
She hopes they will enjoy the competition 
like she did last year. She advises them to 
"work for whatever you wish to do, but al- 
ways be yourself” 

То the incoming Miss Earth, Prince says, 
"Enjoy your reign. It once in a lifetime, so 
you will carry this memory forever.” 

Dania Prince herself will forever remem- 
ber her own reign, especially the time she 
spent with schoolchildren in Honduras, 
telling them about preserving the environ- 
ment. 

"It feels good to know that you are doing 
something good," she said. 


LAWMAKERS' SPOUSES 


enjoy writing them 


108 ANGELES—Singer-song- 

| writer Bob Dylan said he didn't 

find the process of writing his 

new memoirs all “that splen- 

" according to an article in 

the latest issue of Newsweek 
magazine. 

“Tm used to writing songs," 
ld creator 

hits as 

“Like A Rolling Stone" 
told the magazine. "And 
j songs—I can fill 'em up 
| with symbolism and 

metaphors. When you write a 
book like this, you gotta tell the 
truth, and it can't be misinter- 
preted.” 

Dylan said he is proud of his 
book, “Chronicles, Vol. 1," pub- 
| lished by Simon & Schuster 

and excerpted in the magazine 
along with a rare interview. 
Тһе book goes on sale next 
week. 

Dylan did not enjoy the pro- 
| cess of writing it. 
| “Lest we forget, while you're 

writing, you're not living,” he 
said. "What do they call it? 
Splendid isolation? I don't find 
itthat splendid.” 

Dylan banged out his book 


TIMES A-CHANGIN". Dylan (performing in the Newport Folk 
Festival in 2002) is proud of his memoirs although he did not 


| Bob Dylan: 
‘conscience’ 


: Who, me, 


SHow 
STOPPER ies about a genera- 


enn ike —— 


of the '60s? 


over three years on a manual 
typewriter. In it, he describes 
how it felt co be called the con- 
science of the 60 generation. 

“That was funny" he said. 
“All Td ever done was sing 
songs that were dead straight 

and expressed powerful new 
realities. 1 had very 
litle іп common 
with and knew even 


tion that 1 was sup- 
posed to be the voice 
ot" 

He writes that marrying and 
having children changed his 
life. “I found myself (at my 
home) in Woodstock, vulnera- 
ble and with a family to pro- 
tec,” he said. “If you looked in 
the press, though, you saw me 
being portrayed as anything 
butthat.” 

Dylan also took issue with 
the way some critics interpret 
ed his lyrics. 

“1 was sick of the way my 
lyrics had been extrapolated, 
their meanings subverted into 
polemic and that | bad been 
anointed as the Big Bubba of 
Rebellion," he said. Reuters 


The second batch of congressional spouses led by their president, 
“Manay” Gina de Venecia, will be the special guests in tomorrow's 
edition of RPN 9's public service talk show, “Dee's Da.” The show is 
hosted by the former press undersecretary of former President Cory 
Aquino, Manila Bulletin columnist Deedee M. Siytangco (second from 
left, standing). tis aired at 1230 p.m. andis replayed at 
Tam. andat балт on Friday. With host Siytangco 
SHOW are (from left, seated) Gina de Venecia, wife of 
‘Speaker Joe de Venecia; lawyer Milen Albano, wife 
TIME ер. Rodolfo Albano of Isabel's Ist district; 
stockbroker Aleli Arroyo, wife of Rep. Ignacio 
Arroyo of Negros Occidental'sSth district, and 
architect Beng Velarde, wife of Rep. Rene Velarde of Buhay party- 
(standing from left) Rody Reyes, husband of Rep. Victoria Hernandez 
Reyes of Batangas’ 3rd district, and Kathy Santiago, wife of Rep. 
Joseph Santiago ofthe lone district of Catanduanes, 


1st Ogie Cup: at Southwoods 


SINGER-COMPOSER Ogie Al- 
сай presents “Ogie Cup,” his 
very first celebrity golf tourna- 
ment, to be held tomorrow at the. 
Legends Course of the Manila 
Southwoods Golf and Country 
Chub. 

Among the celebrities taking 
partin the first Ogie Cup are Anjo 
Yllana, Bert de Leon, Dingdong 
Avanzado, Chad Borja, Gary Lis- 
ing, Gerard Salonga, Jaime Fabre- 


gas, Jimmy Bondoc, John Lesaca, 
Kitchie Benedicto, Paolo Santos, 
Noel Trinidad, Rico J. Puno, 
Vernie Varga and Vic Sotto. 

"Тее-о time is 8:30-9 a.m. 

The event will be capped by 
“Swing & Sing,” a special dinner 
show with Ogie and his golf bud- 
dies, at the Southwoods Club- 
house. 

For details, all Sharon or Rose 
at 633-2095 or 634-6913. 
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* Who will be the new end tars from ‘Circle of 10? 
о will be the new endorsers, stars from ‘Circle of 10? 
| 
THE “CIRCLE of 10 Image tertainment and is one of the dates, who then underwentrigor- turers in the search included beauty el Karen Agustin, fashion designer have become (ор endorsers | 
‘Model Search” will be held on richest sources of talents for TV ous training and workshops, in- queen/supermodel Abigail Arenas- Avel Bacudio, J. Walter Thompson's апа celebrities, such as Karen 
; , Saturday, Oct. 2, on "ABC and print commercials, ramp cluding team building, personali- de Leon, makeup exper Jing lluso- Judith Cabinian, photographer Tony de los Reyes, Mike Olivarez, 
‚ É Treats" starting at 10:30 p.m, modelingand show biz. ty development and enhance. го, hair stylist Randy Florendo, PE- Tan and Upsyle Modeling Agenc/s Gemma Gatdula, Nadine Sa- 
8 Now on its fifth year, the From about 1,000 applicants, ment, acting on camera, ramp ТА members Kooch Mapua and Din- Rocke Caballero. monte, Alvin Aragon, Dion Ig- 
% only 46 finalists (23 boys and 23 modeling and dance lessons. do Catral, TV director Khrys Adalia, Since it started in 2000, "Circle nacio, Rainier Castillo and Jen- 


Search” is spearheaded by 1 En- giri) were chosen official candi- This year, guest speakers and lec- fashion director Kata Figueroa, mod- of 10° has produced talents who  nylynMercado. 


| “Circle of 10 Image Model 
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Hitmaker Christian Cos 
Bautista has new single фм pcd ЕЗҮ de 


CHRISTIAN Bautista has a neve 
single, : 
After his “The Way You Look at . E 
Me" hit the No. 1 spot in the hit 5 bart 
charts, followed by another,top- d Р, Ч 3 
motcher, "Hands to Heaven," с r ~ guingona 
Й Christian went on his fest US Ч 
concer tour. 
While the handsome Star in a 
Million finalist is not expected to 
come home ший mid-October, 
his fans ean enjoy his third single, 
“Color Everywhere.” 
“Тһе Way You Look ot Me.” 
"Hands to Heaven” and "Color 
Everywhere” are all from Chris- 
tian’s self-titled debut album, 
which wil also be released in ot 
er key cities of Asia soon. The al- 
bum, in CD and cassette formats, 
is distributed by Warner Music 
Philippines and is available їп 
CHRISTIAN BAUTISTA. “Color leading music stores and record 
Everywhere" ы 


lara 


fabregas 
STARIDOLSEARCH М 1 1 
Rhea Cruz (center), 23, of Muntinlupa City, won the grand prize in : 
the Star Idol Search presented by the Star Group of Malls held at the 
Metropolis Star last Sept. 19. Rhea was also voted People's Choice by a play on language, power and sex. 
Metropolis shoppers. Her prizes include Р15,000 cash, scholarship 2 
from the Center for Pop, accommodation at Club Panoly Boracay, a directed by bart guingona 
trophy gifts from Human, Bench, Rough Rider Jeans and DCR 
Marketing Services. Loverine Fermino, 19, from Navotas, was first 5 
Жый whic te lana tae чиг Pol Ruprech 15, rom San october 8 9 Врт 
Diego, California, was second runner-up. The judges were award- stageworx t 5th level edsa shangri-la mall 
winning composer Dero Pedero, concert producer Arnold Vegafria, 2 
talent manager Lyn Tamayo, young actor Dustin Reyes and Star tickets are available at all ti tworld outlets 891.9999 
Group's property development director Pat Clemente. Rte HE 
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Robinsons Movieworld and 1 
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HONG KONG—Top 
Hong Kong actor 
Tony Leung has 
been singled out for 
praise by Hollywood. 
megastar Robert Ре 
Niro, a press report 
said Monday. 

The Oscar-wit 
ning De Niro has in- 
vited Leung and di 
rector Wong Kar-wai 
to dinner after the 
italian premier of 
Wong's "2046" next 
month, according to 
the ” Chinese-lan- 
guage Oriental Daily 
News. 

De Niro was said 
to particularly ad- 


Win a round trip ticket to the U.S. or 
take home a HUGO BOSS gift pace 


mire Leung's roles 
in Wong's "In the 
Mood for Love" 
which won him the 
Best Actor award at. 
Cannes in 2000, and 
Hong Kong сор 
thriller "Infernal Af- 
fair 
Leung was said to 
be over the moon 
about the dinner in- 
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Cinema 2000. Target Mall 
би. Resa, Laguna] tel 08 3726 
1 aura 
НИЛ 
E Fel SU 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(Caimi) te (005.305 


Bull" and "Goodíel 

"He's my idol" 
Leung was quoted 
as saying. “Of 
course | am happy 
to have him see my 
performance in the 
film. I will definite- 
ly seize the oppor- 
tunity to ask him 
advice about act- 
ing." 

De Niro is the sec- 
ond Hollywood actor 
after heartthrob Brad 
Pitt to laud Leungs 
acting, 

After “2046,” di- 
rector Wong is ex- 
pected to start film- 
ing in February “The 
lady From Shang- 
hai” with award-win- 
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Mega Center Mall 


(AMP) and Organ- 
isasyon ng Pilipinong 
Mang-aawit (OPM). 


Wednesdays 
Katha has decided 
to hold Songwriters" 
Night every second 
Monday ofthe month 
at Conspiracy Gar- 
den Café and every 


last Wednesday in 


Suburbia in Malate, 

“The project is 
starting to have legs," 
says De Leon. "Most. 
of the members start- 
ed to drift away from 


(etn Оа азо ME the organization 
Екен since Danny un 
1360860830 fa TOOLBOX MURDER i Eduque 
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and Dodjie Simon 
formed it, With the 
Songwriters’ Night, 
we hope to revive in- 
terest in Katha. Even- 
tually, we want to re- 
sume giving out the 
Katha Awards, too." 

Those interested 
in joining Katha or 
ihe — open-micro: 
phone Songwriters’ 
Night сап text Katha 
аг 0920-5788378 ог 
e-mail amat- 
sngkatha@ya- 
hoo.com: 
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ENTERTAINMENT .... = 
Share your music with a live audience 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2004 


Songwriters' Night: 


By Leah C. Salterio 
Contributor 


KATHA, the organization of com- 


posers, is back. 


Aside from giving out the an- 
nual Katha Awards for outstand- 
ing achievements in songwriting, 
performing and others, and hold- 

, ing “Katha Jam" for songwriters 


the local. Thatis so wrong. Piracy in any form. 
isa crime. How can we create more if we tol- 
erate piracy? Can you imagine the world 
without music, books or movies?" 

De Leon and Lesaca are also part of a 
mew singing quartet called Area One, 
which performs all-Beatles tunes at Hard 
Rock Café in Makati City every Wednes- 
day night. The other members of the 


Marinduque. The group's name was de- 
rived from the place in the UP Diliman 
Campus, where Lesaca and Manalang 
were next-door neighbors when they were 
growing up. 

‘Area One will be the special guest in the 
concert of the British pop duo from the 605, 
Chad and Jeremy, on Oct. 15 at Hard Rock 
Café and Oct. 16 at Aliw Theater at the CCR 


group are Cash Manalang and Ro; Ў 
© and talents, the organization has € 4 ызалы 
* not had any other major activity. 
The last Katha Awards were given 
in 2002, 

Recently, however, the new 
board members and officers of 
Katha thought of launching Song- 
writers’ Night, an 
open-microphone ac- 
tivity that allows 
composers, even am- 
ateur ones, to express 
themselves and have 


MIRCE > PG-13 


their songs per- 
formed before a live 
audience. 


“This is not a con- 
test,” explains TV di- 
rector Bert de Leon, 
the Katha chair. "We 
want a venue for new 
songs to be bounced 
off to an audieice. 
The activity is also an 
‘opportunity for song- 
writers, singers and 
musicians, both ama- 
teurs and profession- 
als, to bond, get to 
know one another 
better, listen to and 
support one anoth- 
ers music. They can 
share their music and. 
hopefully get a crack 
at recording,” 

The Katha Song- 
writers’ Night was 
launched lest July 5 
at Conspiracy Gar- 

Café 


KIRSTEN 
DUNST 


den along 
Visayas Avenue in 
Quezon Ciy. The 


place was set up and 
is being run by estab- 
lished artists: Joey 
Ayala, Cookie Chua, 
Bayang Barrios, Cyn- 
thia Alexander and 
Mike Villegas, just to 
namea few. 

“Louie Ocampo, 
who might not be 
comfortable per 
forming his own 
composition before а 
live audience, can 
ask someone to sing 
i" adds De Leon. 
"We also invite 
recording executives 
to drop by, listen to 
the songs and in the 
process discover new 


To become a winner, 
all you need is a little love 
from across the net 


WIMBLEDON 


The new romantic comedy from 
the makers of NOTTING HILL 


Where will you go? 
What will you do? 
Who will save you? 


Talents and hear узала PER MID ONG me OMNEM AL ПТТ, 
good music." ана M \ TE SHE Re A 
qoe ДЫ —— .OPENS OCTOBER 6 


Night had lyricists, 
performers and even. 
Scenestealers mak- 
ing the audience at 
Conspiracy Garden 


OPENS TODAY ! 


ug bey АТТ, AGES ARE ADMITTED 
"We had a very en- ex 

thusiastic response RUNAWAY BRIDE & ‘PRETTY. 

with the launch,” 


says De Leon. "Thats 
why we're doing it 
again in а bigger 
venue.” 

‘The second Song- 
writers’ Night will be 
held tonight at Sub- 
urbia in Malate, 
Manila. De Leon is al- 
зо one of the owners 
of Suburbia. 


Uplifting the 
industry 

їп the Songwrite- 
ers’ Night, De Leon 
will be joined by oth- 
er Кайа offers, 
members апа sup. 
porters such as presi- 
ent Trina Belamide, 
Butch Miraflor, Mike 
Villegas and John 


Lesaca. 
Каһаз other 
members — include 
Ryan Cayabyab, Jose 
Mari Chan, Danny 
Тап, Gary Granada, 
Jay Durias, Grace 
Nono, Jimmy An- 
tiporda, Jungee 


Marcelo, Dodjie Si- 

mon and Jim Pare- 

des, among others. 
“With ^^ activities р 


like this, we want to Du] 

ЕН | MOAN AE EDU 
Sad DAAC GPa Te 
pa = ese EET Же 


slowly being killed by 
piracy”. says Lesaca. 
SOUNDTRACK INCLUDES THE HT SNGLE "EXTRAORDINARY FROM LI MM 
PLUS NEM SONGS FROM FERA АСАНА, FYE ПА БЭЛ, JN KL FEE EI ANO MANY WORE 
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vocating the buying 
of piraed foreign 
CDs and protecting 
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REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents PINOCCHIO 
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EXHIBITS, EVENTS AND MORE! 
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Ayala Cinemas 
proudly hosts. 


Pelicula Pelikula 2004 
The 3rd Spanish Film Festival 


1-17 October 
Greenbelt 1 Artfilm 
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From page A2 
to making movies 
like "The Believer” 
which received the 
Grand Jury Prize at 
the Sundance Film 
Festival, "Тһе 
Slaughter Rule" and 
“Murder by Num- 
bers" with Sandra 
Bullock whom he al- 
so reportedly dated. 

This moming, he 
seemed to be acting ав 
the jaded Hollywood. 
hunk as he coolly 
replied to questions 
thrownat him. Or was 
10 аль just too early 
for this Hollywood 
star? 


Different passion 

Known for doing 
eccentric roles, Gos- 
ling confessed that he 
felt о wrong for the 
role” He explained, Ч 
never really felt 1 
could do that kind of 
role but I think that 
was one of the mai 
attractions for me.” 

He said that what 
made the role inter- 
esting to him was his 
character's "crazy be- 
havior of being able 
to write 365 letters to 
agi" 

He laughed and 
then added with a 
smirk, "Then he even 
builds а house for this 
girl whom he doesn't 
even know if she still 
exists. He is such a ro- 
mantic and 1 am not 
like that." 

He revealed that he 
has not done any- 
thing like that before 
because “most of the 
characters | have 
played are equally 
passionate but their 
passion is rewarded 
with jail time or death 
and not with a sense 
of appreci 

He said his idea of 
romance is “having а 
great big meal and my 
giri rubbing my belly" 

One thing he re- 
spected about his 
character, he pointed 
ош, was that "he is a 
man of acion. He 
shows his love for his 
girl not by words but 
by actions, And 1 re- 
spect that.” 

After being told that 
is chemistry with 
McAdams was great in 
the movie, Gosling 
emphasized, "This is 
Rachels movie. Shes 
the driver of the car 
and we are just her 
passenger.” 


“Wow!” 

He narrated the 
first time he met her 
during the audition. 
"Most of the girls we 
saw kept on asking, 
‘So what did you 
think? after they audi- 
tioned and Nick (Cas 
savetes) and 1 didn't 
Know how to respond 
because both of us 
don't really know any- 
thing about women,” 
he recalled, smiling. 

“When Rachel au- 
ditloned, she was the 
only girl who didnt 
ай any questions. 
‘Then when she finally 
did her characte, she 
did this gamut of emo- 
tions one after the 
other, She cried, she 
wiped her tears from 
her face, she laughed 
and she started rolling 
her cigarette. Nick 
and I were just dumb- 
founded. We said, 
"Wow! We got to keep. 
an eye on this girl; We 
decided to get hec" 

We also ask 
Gosling, who will be 
appearing next in the 
Marc Forster-directed 
movie, "Stay" with 
Ewan McGregor and 
Naomi Watts, what he 
thinks makes love 
last 

He replies with а 
knowing smile, ‘Just 
agree with the wom- 
ап. It will save you a 


| lot of headaches." 
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By Janet Susan R. Nepales 
LÀ Correspondent. 


LOS ANGELES—The press kit for the movie, 
"The Notebook,” included a packet of tissues. 

The tearjerker love story that stars newcom- 
ers Ryan Gosling ("The Believer,” “Murder by 
Numbers”) and Rachel McAdams ("The Hot 
Chick," "Mean Girls") caused even supposedly 
tough journalists to sniffle and grab those tis- 
Sues in the screening room. 

We were reminded of ай those Pinoy soap 
operas on television and those heart-tugging ro- 
‘mantic dramas in Philippine movies. "The Note- 
book” plays like an engaging Pinoy melodra- 
ma—only this was in English and with Holly- 
‘wood actors. 

"The perfect movie, we thought, for Filipinos 
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Huge #1 
openings for 
RESIDENT EVIL 2 


RESIDENT EVIL: Apocalypse killed all compelition last 
weekend and landed #1 tn the North American boxoffice. The 
film was also #1 tn Japan with USS 5.8m opening and Taiwan 
with USS1.1M. Boxoffice tracking firm 
boxofficemajo.com reported that the Japanese and Taiwanese 
boxoffice figures for RESIDENT EVIL: Apocalypse were higher 
than the take of similar genre films like Alien vs. Predator 
and Anaconda released a few weeks ago 

The {tlm will open this week In Thailand and the 
Philippines. Sony also expects huge boxoffice returns from 
these two countries, 

RESIDENT EVIL: Apocalypse. which finds Milla 
Jovovich аз a human heroine who battles infected zombies. 
was the fifth top spot debut of the year for market share 
leader Sony and was the tenth sequel to open at number 
опе їп 2004. The actioner appealed mostly to young men 
and women and ft should outgun the $39.5M gross of the 
first Resident Evil keeping the franchise alive and ready 
for Part 3. 


Milla Jovovich 


CATCH IT ON OCTOBER 6 ! 
From the creators of 


RIGHT AND WRONG. Known for playing eccentric roles, Ryan Gosling thinks he's 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Tearjerker, 
Pinoy style 


‘so wrong for the role” as the romantic lead, but thinks 


Rachel MacAdamsis perfect as the girlfriend in “The Notebook.” The young characters (right) are later reunited after World War Il. 


who love a good су; 

Based on Nicholas Sparks’ 1996 novel 
that sold 850,000 copies in hardcover 
alone, "The Notebook" is a tale of a love 
struck couple from opposite ends of the so- 


cial ladder who unexpectedly gets reunited 
after World War 11. 
"The $30-million period romance-drama isdi- 


rected by Nick Cassavetes (John Q,” “She's бо 
Lovely’), son of the late independent film leg- 
end John Cassavetes. 

Nicks mom, acclaimed actress Gena Row- 
lands, stars in this film which was one of thè 
surprise hits in the just concluded US summer 
‘movie season. 

Also starring veteran actor James Gamer, the 
‘movie opens in a nursing home where Gamer is 
reading a story from his notebook to Gena Row- 
lands who has Alzheimer's disease. Gosling is a 
dashing mill worker and McAdams a prep- 
school debutante-socialite. 

We interviewed the young stars of the movie 
ага hotel in Los Angeles. By coincidence, both 
Gosling and McAdams were bom in London, 


Ontario, a picturesque Canadian town, where 
both of them began and nurtured their budding 
acting careers before they decided to пу their 
luckin Hollywood. 


Hot chick 

Although she has portrayed bitchy girls 
with cruel streaks on screen, Rachel 
McAdams, 25, is a soft-spoken, warm and 
charming young lady in person. Dressed in a 
red offshoulder top and black pants with 
long silver earrings and a silver bracelet, 
McAdams is a wide-eyed girl whose bedim- 
pled smile makes you easily warm up to her. 

А competitive ice skater since she was 4, 
McAdams changed gears when she visited 
Stratford at age 12 and started attending a local 
theater there. Soon she got hooked onto acting 
and found herself winning awards for her per- 
formances in high school plays. Inspired, she 
decided to take up theater at York University 
where she graduated with honors. 

‘After graduation, she got hei breakout role in 
the Canadian feature “Perfect Pie" where she 
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gota Genie Award nomination that is Canada's 
‘equivalent to the Oscar. 

When she decided to go to Hollywood, 
McAdams got lucky by getting a big role right 
away in "The Hot Chick? where she starred ор- 
posite Flipino-American comedian-actor Rob 
Schneider. She got her next big break when she 
starred opposite singer-actress Lindsay Lohan. 
in"Mean Girls" 

Asked how it felt to be carrying the emotion- 
al weight in "The Notebook,” McAdams smiled. 
and chirpily replied, “Yeah, 1 was totally fright- 
ened because they said if I wasn't good in this 
movie, the movie would be screwed!" 


Heart vs head 

McAdams unabashedly admitted, “At first, 
1was putting way too much pressure on пу: 
self and 1 realized that it wasn't getting те 
anywhere because stress follows, Thad to get 
to that point where my survival instincts 
kicked in and 1 just said to myself, ‘Ok, let's 
gotakea ride!” 

McAdams confessed that she could relate to 
her character and her love and passion for 
somebody she cares for. She explained, I try to. 
be as cynical or as practical ав! сал but my heart 
always wins the battle with my head." 

Not that she has fallen head over heels with 
someone, but she explained, "To be able to put 
myself into my characters shoes, I tried to re- 
connect with my first love experiences. It was 
also like working with someone for the first 
time. Iknow that sort of an interesting parallel 
but it worked for me. Ryan (Gosling) and 1 did 
mot know each other that well and so we got to 
know each other’ little nuances each day and 
discovered something new about each other. 
In moviemaking, its strange to be making 
love scenes with people you've never even said 
hello to, but it helps keep that fresh quality to a 
screen relationship.” 

As for doing the passionate love scenes with 
Gosling, McAdams revealed that she did not 
have any rrepidation about doing those because 
“Thad lengthy conversations from the very be- 
ginning with (director) Nick (Cassavetes) and 
Ryan. алей prepping for those scenes for two 
months when we were shooting in Charleston. 
(South Carolina), It had always been an open 
discussion about how things would go. Also, 
Ryan is a real gentleman and I trust him. So we 
decided to just play it out and see if it worked.” 

McAdams is now busy filming the romantic- 
comedy “Wedding Crashers" which stars Owen. 
Wilson, Vince Vaughn and Christopher Walken. 


Ex-Mousekeeter 

Blue-eyed and bearded Ryan Gosling, 23, 
was sporting the disheveled “bed hair” look that 
is common among the young male Hollywood 
stars when we talked to him. Looking more ma- 
ture than his age, Gosling was wearing a blue 
plaid shir, brown pants and а silver necklace. 
He drank his bonded water comfortably 
slouched on the chair for the interview and gave 
usa casual Hi” 

Tall, lanky and blonde, Gosling was now a far 
су from his Mousekeeter days when he started 
hisshow biz career as one of the members ofthe 
“Mickey Mouse Club” in 1993. Yes, he sang, 
danced and acted with the likes of Christina 
Aguilera, Brimey Spears, Justin Timberlake and 
ЛС Chasez of NSYNC as well аз Keri Russell of 
"Ire 

From there, he started doing movies for 
the Disney Channel ("Frankenstein and Me," 
"The Road to Avonlea") and then graduated 
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HK tycoon eyes stake in telecom sector 
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тұз еселе By Clarissa S. Batino ‘Hlecommunicaons Philippines expand in emerging counties 
uND.CALORS _ ше. pez Group. е entry of a foreign player in 
ASIAS richest businessman, Li Ka-shing, is on the prowl  Exteom, according | to the local telecom market could 
(CURRENCIES for investment opportunities in the Philippine telecom- sources, had been trying to lure provide exciting competition to big 
poems es xatuilcation sector interested buyers but could not players like Globe and Smart, both 

: R gusta Sources said that one of Monday. "Talks about Hutchison interest because owned by major regional players. 

м т. d 1i keshings companies, Hutchison buying into Digitel provided of outstanding issues on its reha- — Globe is partly owned by Sin: 
ІР 56.31 ‘Telecommunications Intemational, some excitement to market play- bilitation. gapore Telecoms while Smart is 
3 a subsidiary of Hong Kong's Hutchi. ers, according to one trader. The telecom company holds а wholly owned by Philippine Long 
ui iSps neca ха Whampoa li was in ов Dipiel shares dropped to 83 ете to operate a wireless ser- Distance Telephone Со which, in 
€ - aks wih Gokongwe-owned Digital centavos yesterday from 88 cen- vice and was assigned several fre- turn is24-percentowned by First 

x У паве (бі Tasmanians cmo Monday as some play: quencies that could be attractive Pacific Со. Ltd of Hong Kong. 
a Т M © А fixed-line operator, Digitel ers took profit. to existing players. Hutchison, which started mar- 
| | ventured into the wireless business  DipteipresdentlanceGokong. — Itused to operate ап analog ser- keting last week its initial public 

| 1 “иргэ, Sept 28 2004 

^ Asef Spm, Sept 28. in March 2003 and now operates wei immediately dismissed there. vice and, at one time, its sub. offering worth around $1 billion, 


GOLD: $407.60-408.10 был Cellular Stocks ofthe Gokong- ported buy-in as mere rumors. “Re. scribers reached about 230,000. operates wireless and fixed-line 
SEPTEMBER par ounce Hong Kong Sept 27,2004 Wei telecom firm had been going ally thats just a rumor,” he said in But with aggressive players in the phone networks in eight coun- 
per ounce Hong Kong Sept 7.1% up since late last week and were reply to queries about Hutchison’s digital mobile service such as tries, including Hong Kong, India, 


among the top traded on specula- interest in his telecom company. Globe and Smart, analog wireless Israel, Sri Lanka, Paraguay, 
5тоск MiARKET tion that the Hong Kong tycoon He did not elaborate. players had a difficult time coping. Ghana and Macau. 1 
shares close 0.81% lower was buying into the company A source said Hutchison wasal- Another industry source said Hutchison posted a loss of $68 


Some brokers heard about so heard tobe interested in Express Hutchison could just be window- million on revenue of $1.3 billion 
Hutehison's interest іп Digitel, Telecommunications Inc., but that shopping in the Philippines consid. in 2003, but turned a profit of 
triggering the uptick in Digitel ering that the Hong Kongbased $69 million on revenue of $883 
prices from late last week until ропчо-рһопе operator wanted to million in the first half of 2004. 


SHARE prices closed э 
0.81 percent lower 
yesterday as a weaker 
"W^ — currency and continu- 
ing high eil prices hit sentiment, 
dealers said. 

The market is stillin a consoli- 
dation mode following a rise to 53- 


күч ыы ee polito drive on saving energy 


prt 


4,746.08 after trading between 1,741.55 and 1,761.21. The broader all- 
shares index ended down 14.07 points at 1,087.78. 

Losers led gainers 56 to 19 with 55 stocks unchanged. 

Volume was 616.88 milion shares worth P755.99 million after 1.02 ^ WHILE waiting for you: 
billion shares worth P814.17 milion on Monday. 

The peso fell to an all-time low of 56.45 against the dollar on Monday 
‘but strengthened slightly to 86.423 by midday yesterday with the sup- 
port of the central bank, dealers said. 

"There s a convergence of various negative developments (that) in- 
vestors have taken as an excuse to cash in gains,” said Nestor Agulla of 
DA Market Securities. 

However, ha said investor sentiment remained positive and he ex- 
pected the main index to continue toward the 1,800 level in the me 


The Placemates project, an ini- 
Чайуе under the DOES EC (energy 
conservation) Way of Life pro- 
pancakes and waffles, why not gram, involves the printing of ener- 
try your hand at some fun games gy conservation tips on paper 
involving a little skill in conserv- placemats or tray mats that local 
ing fuel and electricity? fastfood and restaurant chains use. 

Tor a whole month starting Pancake House is the second 
Sept. 28, the time a Pancake restaurant that entered into a 
House customer spends waiting partnership with the DOE for the 
for his food can be spent learning project, the first being fastfood gi- 


um-term. more about how to save on ener- алх McDonald's. 
ue chips continue to hold the fort. Most second inersarenow  gyand effectively save onenergy- “Мете happy and proud to be 
correcting he said. “from a echnical perspective, пе marketis simply elated monthly expenses with chosen to help educate people on 
consolidating in a 1,680-1,800 trading range.” the use of fun games printed on energy conservation,” Pancake 
тае Bank of ihe Philippine Islands rose 50 centavos to P46. the restaurant's paper placemats. House president Martin Lorenzo 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone was unchanged st P 1,380. Ayala Tnparmership with the Depart- said during yesterday's signing of 
Corp. fell 20 centavos to P6.10. ment of Energy, Pancake House the pledge of commitment to the 
Can Miguel Corp saw Its "B" shares, which are available io foreign committed to educate its cus- project. 
investors remain unehanged at P71 SO while ts "A" shares pained SD .. tomerson energy conservaionby AsPancake House's target mar- 
centavos to P58. АҒ” participating in the governments ket included people from the A, B 
Placemates project PANCAKE sa 
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NAPOCOR DEPENDENCE ON BORROWINGS 


Debt explosion: 


By Edgardo M. Del Fonso 
ofa serie) 

IF THERE is one turning point 

that marked Napocor’s passage 

down the road to financial perdi- 

tion, itwas the governments acts 

of omission or commission in the 


the following developments: 

ФА frenzied buildup in gener- 
ation capacity—mostly through 
fast-tracked build-operate-trans- 
fer contracts with IPPs; 

© Total reliance on borrowings 
to finance its asset expansion, 
with hardly any equity support 


tional setbacks that shaved more 
than half the peso's value. 

What this enumeration and the 
discussion that follows say is that 
there is hardly any group or insti- 
tution remotely connected with 
the power sector, now or in the 
past, that can escape some blame 


late 1980s in dealing with the from ере ERE forthe fiasco. 
wer uation. 5 oder rom Lor iai be : 
powers эриш is directly tended or not, deals a serious Mothballing of BNPP 


linked to the economic, structural, 
regulatory and statutory environ- 
ment in which it has operated. 
‘The fundamental drivers behind 
its performance can be traced to 


‘blow to Napocor's viability; 

eA regulatory regime that 
balked at allowing ШІ cost recov- 
ery, and 

ФА series of regional and na- 


Start with the decision to 
mothball the 625-MW Bataan 
Nuclear Power Plant. Granted 
that safety concerns and bribery 
allegations doomed the then 
state-of the-art plant to the scrap. 
heap. The government should 
have built a replacement to take 
up the slack. When, inevitably, 
peak demand began to outstrip 
generating capacity, the tenuous 
supply/demand balance со 
lapsed and the country went 
through rolling brownouts run- 
ning several hours a day. 

I was nota pleasant time: Pablo 
Malix, then 


hak spoiled food over his fence to ex- 
end press their disgust over brownouts. 
"That was a minor discomfort com- 

pared to what industries and indi- 

viduals had to go through in coping 
with the power shortage. And the 
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A catastrophe bound to happen 


negative implications on the econo- 
mmy in terms of stunted growth, for- 
gone investments and employment, 
and iis financial repercussions on 


than eight years to get done. 
Clearly the government did not 
have the resources nor the agility 
to embark on an ambitious, capi- 
talintensive, time-sensitive 
building program. 

- Between 1991 and early 2004 
- Napocor installed or restored 
ing catch up. The difference is that 8,200 MW of generating capacity 
instead of having Napocor build the through IPP contracts. 

power plans, as in 

the pas, the govem- 
ment opted ю con- 
struct most of the capacty under 
BOT (build-operate-trensfer) ar- 
rangements with independent pow- 
er producens. 


Catchingup 

"wo reasons may have con- 
tributed to this decision. First, the 
government had limited financial 
Fesources and the Philippines was 
still taking baby steps to reenter 
the international capital markets 
after the debt moratorium of the 
mid-1980s. It was in no position 
et to mount a major borrowing 
program. Second, Napocors pon- 
erous processes would have 
meant longer gestation periods. 


7,400 MW or lower by 32 percent. 

ОЁ course nobody could have 
predicted the disruptions caused by 
the Asian nancial cris and other 
political developments, but since 
‘the PDP was the basis for capacity 
planning, many of the IPPs signed 
inthe second half of the 1990s end- 
ed up runrüng way below their ex- 
pected capacity factors. 

From 1991 to One could say, with the benefit 

COMMENTARY 1995, IPPs installed 
=: 18 plants generat- 
ing nearly 2,800 MW of capacity, 
14 of which were oil-fired plants. 
These power stations take a rela- 
tively short meto install, and сап 
start and stop on short notice. The 
downside, however, is that they 
are expensive to run. The fuel bill 
is more than 3-1/2 times the 
equivalent for coal, and more than 
S percent for geothermal steam. 

"Ine building program contin- 
ued on through the rest of the 
decade and beyond, even as by 
1998, it was increasingly apparent 
that demand was not as robust ав 
expected. The Power Develop- 
ment Plan prepared yearly by the 
Department of Energy provides a 
forecast of the сошшуз power 
needs. In 1993 the PDP forecasted 
demand to reach 8,274 MW by 
1998, but the actual level was only 
6,566 MW, or lower by 19 percent. 
It placed capacity needs for 2000 
at 10,817 MW, the actual was 


** DIABETES 


ofhindsight, that some of the pro- 
jects should have been cancelled 
or at least deferred. But the pro- 
gram continued on, with the ex- 
ception of a proposed gas-fired 
plant that has been indefinitely 
suspended by the Arroyo admin- 
istration and a coal plant that is 
being implemented in Mindanao 
only now, years behind schedule, 


Defying standards 
In the 10 years between 1992 
and 2002, Napocor’s assets soared 
from P203 billion to P1.153 trillion, 
an increase of P950 billion, Over 
the same period paid up and donat- 
ей capital increased by a mere P10 
billion, to P30 billion. That meant 
that Napocors capital financed less 
than 3 percent of йз assets. With 
such paltry equity support from the 
government it had to finance its ex- 
pansion almost entirely through 
foreign borrowings and lease obli- 
gations, in defiance of all reason- 
able prudential standards. 
Tr is easy to see that 
a debt explosion of 
that scale is a catastro- 


‘The only plant Napocor com- 
pleted on its own in the 1990s 
was the 600-MW Masinloc Coal 
Plant in 1998, which took more 


30 АМ 
22] 


КҮН 
ыш 


тив 
Bacolod Chichen ази 0900 Kaus" Sii 2 
Sizing Sta Bc Blt» Copy Cre Made Foot Spa али Comer 


cle bv Hotdog * Hong's La Paz Batchoy Rice Toppings and Many Wore 


ТЇР Unt 2109 Atel Global Corp. Cr, J. Vargas Ave, 


1“ phe waiting to happen, 
(SIMPLY AND ACCURATELY) як айы ш 
- аросог abso 

ғ * Blood Glucose. P260 billion in interest. 
Ни Montoáng System | and other debt related 
RIEGO SLE IR ONES 4 +ReadsMMOUL | expenses — benween 
"РЕМ ТҮРЕ AND CLOSE ELE SSS Жо or MG/DL 1998 and 2003, con- 
= : + Accepts Trade-In | tributing to losses and 
эркишини | “солид adjust. 
2ng Floor 454363513. =» рю 
PRESTIGE P451 billion in 2003. 

cui eren on МАННА, Co be continued) 


(The author is the 


"is 
FRANCON, INC. cor. Meralco Ave. Ortigas Center, Pasig Cty 
Ники ORT 697.2309 «637-2316 » 637-2393 


Dear Senator Gordon, 


We, at the Philippine Automotive Association (PAA), 
of second-hand vehicles into the country and their 


of our country. 


the honest people working in the automotive industry 


detrimental to an industry that has the potential 
economy, while it only benefits those who posses: 
our country into the precarious situation we 


The PAA is one with you in the fight against th 


industry, and the Filipino people. 


God bless you. 


Philippine Automotive Associ 


Officers: 


“TEL.721-3253 | 724838: 
ONES: 333 oro RATIONAL ШОМА, 5 


your vigilance and concern, as do many Filipinos who sincerely desire the economic healing and progress 


We are disheartened that this unlawful practice is being tolerated. Not only is the smuggling unfair to 


and dealers that follow legal practices and pay the right taxes, 
of these vehicles also poses a safety hazard to motorists and pedestrians alike. This practice is clearly 


find ourselves in today. It is in the industry's, and, more 
importantly, in the Filipino people's best interest that we put an end to this deviation from the law. 


work side by side with you in order to attain that which is best for the motoring public, the automotive 


former president of 
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salute and support your move against the smuggling 
conversion from right to left hand drive. We share 


for hard -earned money and to the car manufacturers 
but furthermore, the "backyard" conversion 


to make a profound contribution to the country's 
s the same short-sightedness that has plummeted 


is immoral and unlawful practice, and pledge to 
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Out of school 


"THE HEIRS of the lato Vice President Fernando 
Lopez are getting out of the education business 
and have been entertaining offers for the sale of 
the family-owned University of ilo. 

‘On Monday, AIM professor Chito Salazar 
visited the Iloilo campus on behalf of the 
Phinma Group. Flush with cash from its ce- 
ment divestment, the Phinma Group has just 
completed the acquisition and takeover this 
school year of the Araullo University in Ca- 
banatuan City. 

Earlier, Philippine National Bank president 
Lorenzo Tan also flew to the city to inspect the 
13-hectare campus and another 7-hectare 
property in Pavia, where the university plans 
to relocate the bulk of its classes, near the new 
international airport. 

Тап was representing taipan Lucio Tan, no 
relation to him, who is considering placing 
the 57-year-old school within his University 
ofthe East system. 

“The University of Iloilo is headed by forme 
Rep. Alberto Lopez, who took over the chair- 
manship and the presidency after his father, 
the former vice president, died in 1993. 

According to the grapevine, the colorful 
congressman wants to already retire but none , 
ofthe five other siblings or their children have 
a passion for the academe. 

Although started out by Fernando and his 
brother Eugenio, the late ABS-CBN patriarch, 
the school was eventually handed over to the 
Fernando wing of the landed family. 

The late Don Fernando had six children, 
namely Yolanda, Benito (now deceased), Рег. 
nando Jr. (whose stake had been bought out 
by Emily, the second wife of Alberto), Alber 
Milagros (deceased), and Emmanuel, a Eu- 
Tope-based artist 

‘According to the grapevine, each of the six 
Lopez children wants P100 million, net of taxes, 
from the sale, putting ће price tag for the uni- 
versity at P600 million net. Another account 
claims the asking price was only P400 million. 


CockrALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


and former Justice Secretary Simeon Datu- 
manong for ordering the deportation of the 
American brother-in-law of Banco Filipino 
vice chair Albert "Bobby" Aguirre. 

As well, the Court of Appeals through 
Justices Mariano del Castillo, Romeo Brawner 
and Jose Sabio Jr—nlified and set aside the 
2002 deportation order against Christopher 
Koruga, who is married to Bobby Aguirres 
younger sister, Nanette. 

"The appellate court said both Domingo and 
Datumanong had committed grave abuse of 
discretion when the two officials relied on an 
anonymous leter claiming Koruga was a one- 
time drug offender in the United States to or- 
der the deportation ofthe American. 

Even assuming that Koruge had been guilty 
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"THE COURT of Appeals has rebuked former AUS Mahe a seat 


Immigration Commissioner Andrea Domingo 
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relaunched 
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E eration that's 
Each afordable 
THE AYALAS' Bank 


of the Philippine 1s- 
lands yesterday re- 


launched the Philip- # в 

pine Index Fund 33 n 
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The school opened in June 1947 as Iloilo Ску | 28888 2625% 2750% 2875% 3000% 31257. 
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mls К апа granted university status in 1968, 
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than 8,000. 
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inches 
Mainber ef бө РОС. Mazinam Dies Insurance for each Depositor P23,004.08 


said the [und now 
had a seed capital of 
370 million. 

The fund was es- 


YOUR PROBLEM 
tablished in 2002, 


pere ie the iat HEAVY HAIR LOSS 


time it is being of 
fered tothe public. 

PIF aims to pro 
vide an alternative 
for equity investors 
who belicve in the 
potential of the do- 
mestie equities mar- 
ket, at the same time 
enjoying risk diversi- 
ty as well as low en- 
ay costs 

Designed to track 
the movements of 
the Philippine Stock 
Exchange composite 
index, Legasto said 
the PIF had been suc- 
cessful im tracking 
the returns of the in- 
dex while taking ad- 
vantage of the bot 
toming out of the 
market in the fourth 
quarter of 2002. 

Не noted that the 
fund had chalked up 
an impressive 422. 
percent return on in- 
vestment for 2003. 

legisto said the 
launch of the index 
fund was an indica- 
tor of BP's optimism 
in the market. It was 


SVENSON'S HAIR LOSS Rx: 


. Total Hair 
Revitalization Program 


Your hairline is rising, Your thick hair is thinning out. 
If you don't want to end up bald, what are you going 
10 do about it? Take control of your heavy hair loss 


now at Svenson International. Our Total Hair 
Revitalization Program is a comprehensive system of 
treatments that will eliminate the main cause of receding 
and thinning hair. It can also hasten the re-growth 
process by increasing the amount of cells for longer, 
stronger-growing hair. 


projected that the You don't have to suffer from receding and thinning. 
Phisix would rise to Таке the Svenson solution for your heavy hair loss and 
initially target the look forward to a thicker fuller look. Call Svenson for 


1,700 psychological 


а FREE hair and scalp check-up, 
level heading toward 
the 1,900 level 


“AS of Sept 9 this Svenson 


year, the index sur- ай 


сац. 892-HAI 


R (4247) 
жама сеш 


passed the initial tar- 
geted level and 
poised to challenge 
the 1,800 level after 
a long-due correc- 
tion,” Legasto sand 
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7-yr T-bond rate hits 12.800% 


80.6 basis points higher than 


By Michelle V. Remo treasury bond rate, the im- ance companies as well 


amonthago. раст was only minimal. She “Ifthe peso fully affected 
THE COST of the govem- | But outgoing National explained that bidders for the Tbond rate, then it 
ments seven-year treasury Treasurer Mina Figueroa longterm government secu- could have reached more 
bonds inched up to 12.806 said that ifthe weakening of ities were not only banks, than 13 percent,” Figueroa 


the peso had Something to 
бо with the increase in the 


which react more to move- 
ments of the peso, but insur- 


percent yesterday, a day af- 
ter the peso slid back to its 
all-time low of 5645 
toa dollar. 

While the market 
showed strong ap- 
petite for the long- 
em government se- 
cures as shown by 

h volume of 
investors 


said ina press briefing after 
theauction. 


higher risk premium. 

Tenders for the sev- 
cen-year paper reached 
P7.47 billion, or much 
higher than the P4.5 
billion offered by the 
government. The new 
seven-year bond rate 
‘of 12.806 percent was 
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BE A DnD FRANCHISEE 


‘and cash-in on our 14 year track record of profits. 
(ey franchises start as low аз P650,000.00 
Kiosk and Restaurant sites available 


one of the best managed 
fastfood chains of 2003 
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AFTER A VERY SUCCESSFUL FIRST YEAR, 
IT'S BACK WITH EVEN MORE FOREIGN TRADE OPPORTUNITIES! 


CHINA 
JGOING 


Come and 
this interna! 
trade exposition? 


TRADE OBJECTIVES 
то foster closer economic ties 
between China and the Philippines. 
through a showcase of the various 
business opportunities avallable in 
Chongqing. With China ranked а 
one of the Philippines major trading 
partners, the expo shall refiect the 
continuing vitality and dynamism of 
‘our bilateral trade relations. 


7 FREE Admission > 
= tothe Exhibition -° 


EXHIBIT PROFILE. 
Being the largest vehicle and 
motorcycle base in China, the China 
‘Chongging Expo wil feature the 
motorcycle, automotive, engine & 

spare parts industry. 


Other industries also featured in the 
‘expo include the ff: food, 
electronics, pumps, generators, 
‘agricultural machinery, car 
accessories, women's accessories 
and many others. 


Back-To-Back With - 
шиний, 

EXPOSITION 
MECHANICAL 


Deine порозен gating ot 
оез engineering technologies! 
азаа deinen 


Another Firs Rate Project ot: 


ITA rus rom mc. 


Tel. (632) 819633, 4268603, 4364209 


September 29 - October 1, 2004: Merten 


After September 28, 2004, you may call 


World Trade Center, Metro Manila, Philippines Word Trade Center 855158 fringes 


Learn iheir Secrets and Бе on your way to success. 
ten to our country's top executives & educators as they unravel various strategic options 
ы engaged by companies that were successful in managing or creating a 

2 CONVERGENT MARKET. 
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` BUSINESS Б: 
Firm sinks in P352M to put up bus assembly plant at Subic Freeport 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2004 


Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority 
Chair Felicito C. Payumo yesterday said 
encouraging the venture was a way of 
addressing the high cost of importing 
‘completely built up units. 


proved a long-term sub-lease agreement 
between Global Terminals and Develop- 
ment Inc. and HVC Motors Corp. Under 
the deal, HVCMC would lease from Glob- 
al Terminals a 3,700-square-meter lot at 


HVCMC would produce 24- and 29- 

seater buses in is first year of operation. 
"This would help in creating more jobs 

inside the Freeport," Payumo said. 
НУСМС is the newest addition to the 


gaged primarily in providing health care $ 
systems and services. 1 

The firm hopes to export assembled $ 
units to Panama, Costa Rica, Thailand ; 


AFIRM backed by American and Filipino 
investors would be pouring in P352 mil- 
lion at the Subic Freeport to put up an as- 


‘sembly plant for brand new buses. 


Payumo said the SBMA recently ap- 


RP inflation seen 
to hit 6.8% in Sept. 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE COUNTRYS inflation rate would likely 
hit 6.3-6.8 percent in September from a year 
ago mainly due to skyrocketing ой prices, the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas said yesterday 

In August, the annual inflation rate based 
оп the 1994 consumer price index likewise 
rose to 6.3 percent from б percent in July. 

"The uptrend in the forecast inflation rate 
reflects the impact of supply-side factors, par- 
ticularly the series of domestic ой price in- 
creases in recent months, and the recent ad- 
justment in power rates,” BSP research direc 
tor Editha Alido said in a report. 

BSP Assistant Governor Diwa Guinigundo not- 
ей that oil prices based on Dubai crude averaged 
higher at $32.1 регБал during the month. 

Last year, crude oil prices averaged at only 
524527 per barrel. 


Cocktales 


of a drugrelated offense more than two 
decades ago, drug-related deportation under 
the Philippine Immigration Act would only ap- 
ply ЧЕ the alien has been convicted and sen- 
tenced for a violation of the prohibitive drugs 
law of the Philippines,” the appellate court said. 

‘The court even noted that the US Embassy 
had written Domingo twice to vouch and in- 
tervene for Koruga. But Domingo, a martial 
law detainee, was unmoved, while an appeal 
filed with then Executive Secretary Alberto 
Romulo gathered cobwebs before being 
bounced off to Datumanong. 

Rather than wait to be deported after his 
brief detention, Koruga voluntarily left the 
country, with Nanette and their two grade 
school kids following him later to Seattle. 

Even in Seattle, the legal problems followed, 
as Bobby Aguirre filed a court action, and an ap- 
peal after also losing the case, to foreclose on 


“During September, transport and food 
were more expensive than last year,” Gui 
gundo added. 

‘On Monday, crude oil prices hit nearly $50 
per barrel as violence in Saudi Arabia, Nigeria 
and Iraq raised global supply risks. 

"The National Statistics Office has updated its 
CPI report using a 2000 index, but the BSP still 
uses the 1994 base for its inflation-targeting. 

‘Based on the BSP' simulations, inflation 
rate in the Philippines this year could average 
at 5.19-5.51 percent, overshooting the gov- 
ernment’ targets. 

Also, the BSP has been resisting pressures to 
tighten its grip on money supply knowing the ex- 
isting pressures were driven by supply side factors 
and can not be infüenced by monetary policy. 

While inflation is seen to peak next year, 
the BSP expects it to return to the 4-5 percent. 
range by 2006, 


From page B3 


the home-for-theaged business that Nanette 
has set up with her inheritance money. 

The Korugas have expressed their desire to 
return to the Philippines, although it is not 
cleat whether they still have a home to come 
to since even their Malate condo unit is also in. 
danger of being taken back by а family com- 
pany controlled by Bobby Aguirre. 


Heard through the grapevine 
EMBOLDENED by the success of his first wife's 
hotel venture in Vigan, Посов Sur Gov. Luis 
“Chavit” Singson has decided to build a tourist- 
oriented resort complex in the undeveloped 
hills of his sprawling Baluarte residence. 

‘The planned resort, which overlooks the 
South China Sea, will also offer Mediter- 
ranean-style townhouses for sale. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com or cock- 
tales_pdi@hotmail.com) 


the Ship Repair Facility compound. 


" LOOKING FOR: 


Ityou're the kind of investor who can smell a 
great opportunity a mile away, then. 

Caffè Appassionato is brewing that perfect 
business proposition for you. It is the only specialty 
coffee roasting company in the Philippines that 
passionately roasts coffee daily in its own premises. 
The exclusive roasting technique perfected in 
‘Seattle, Washington is the same technology being 
used here in Manila. This means, the rich, 
full-bodied aromatic taste in every cup of 

Caffe Appassionato will make customers 

return for more. Coffee lovers from the U.S. 


and Asia have alregdy discovered this. QI 


НУС Group of Companies, which is en- 


group does business. 


реу 


A reasonable franchise package makes. 
Сай Appassionato the perfect blend for that 
great business opportunity you're looking for. 
Шуовіте interested, ets talk business over a cup. 
of coffee. Its on us. Just call Joanne 
Franchise Manager at 896-9572, 895-7219 ог 
0920 903 2554. 


bulan, 


and other countries where the HVC! 
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3 values in 1 


So premium you get more! 


Easy Tracking 


Comes with a Record Book that you can update in any PSBank branch. Reconciling your transactions 
is made easier as the check number you issued appears in the Record Book. It’s like having a 
statement of account anytime. 


Accessibility 
Access cash day and night thru any Bancnet ATM nationwide and Cirrus ATM worldwide. Use it also 
as a debit card to shop and pay in affiliated establishments here and abroad. 


Convenience 

Quickly encash checks, make deposits, and do other transactions in any of our branches with our 
Electronic Signature Verification System. You'll get personalized service in all of our 

121 branches nationwide. 


What's more, it's a checking account that earns interest too. 
That's Premium Checking for you! 


PSBank 


PHILIPPINE SAVINGS BANK 
A METROBANK SUBSIDIARY 


шу; 


PSBank Center, 777 Paseo de Roxas сос Sadefio SL, Makati CI 


OPEN AN ACCOUNT NOW. 
Visit any of our 121 branches nationwide. ^ " 


Member of he Phüppine Depost insurance Corporation Maximum Dopost Insurance for each Depositor P250,000 00. 


ww psbark com ph 
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Im ОО. BUSINESS ........ 
TRANSCO CONCESSION CONTRACT 279 
bids 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2004 


Solar cell maker bikes 
investments to $319M in '07 


PSALM pleased over quality of 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE QUALITY of bids the Power Sector As- 
sets and Liabilities Management Corp. has 
received for the National Transmission 
Corp. (Transco) concession contract leaves 
ite to be desired in financial and techni- 
cal terms, according to PSALM officials. 

“We are pleased with the quality of the 
term sheets Energy Secretary and 
PSALM vice chair Vincent Perez said in 
ап interview yesterday. “We are pleased 
‘with the financial and technical depth of 
the interested bidders.” 

However, Perez said PSALM would 
still need some time to discuss the re- 
vised term sheets, which the state firm 
just got last week 

Because of the capital-intensive and 
highly technical nature of the transmis- 
sion business, he said Transco' privati 
zation process had a lot of aspects that 
needed thorough scrutiny. 


This was precisely why PSALM re- 
quested the five bidders to submit re- 
vised term sheets, even after they turned 
in their original bids early last month. 

“We need some time to review them 
(term sheets) again, given that there are 
so many aspects of the privatization be- 
ing addressed by the term sheets,” Perez. 
said. 

‘The PSALM board, he said, would be 
coming out with more concrete decisions. 
as regards the revised term sheets. 

‘These decisions may involve possible 
negotiated bidding deadline extensions, 
whether or not there would bea short list 
before choosing the winning bidder, and 
other related matters. 

He said PSALM would be evaluating 
the revised term sheets in the coming 
weeks. 

The state firm is sticking to its end- 
2004 target for awarding the concession 
Contract The whole deal should be 


dosed by the first quarter of next year. 

Earlier, food and beverage giant San 
Miguel Corp. and conglomerate Metro 
Pacific Corp. confirmed that they were 
keen on acquiring the Transeo conces- 
sion contract. 

Perez, however, declined to say 
whether or not either or both of these 
two companies had already submitted 
actual bids. 

Five firms are currently in the running 
to bag the concession agreement. 

The winning firm wil hold the 
‘Transco concession for 25 years, with an 
option to renew for another 25 years, de- 
pending on certain “performance condi 
tions” set by the government. 

The winning concessionaire will be re- 
quired to pay at least 25 percent of the 
concessionis enterprise value upon clo- 
sure of the transaction. The balance can 


then be remitted to the governmenton an 
installment basis over a 25-year period. 


SOLAR cell maker SunPower Philip- 
pines Manufacturing Ltd. is increasing 
itsinitial investment of $8.3 million to 
5319 million їп 2007, according to the 
Department of Trade and Industry. 

SunPower officals said the compa- 
пу managed to make export standard. 
its A300 silicon solar cells in less than 
two months after starting operations 
in the country in March last year. 

The success reinforced the firm's 
decision to expand its operations and 
Cement its status as the first large- 
scale solar cell facility in Southeast 
Asia. 

About 30 percent of SunPowers 
products are sold in the local market, 
while the rest are exported. The ex- 
pansion is expected to increase sales 
revenue to $247 million. 

The expansion would also entail an 
increase in its workforce, from 66 to 
about 1,900 workers. 


SunPower’s plant at the Laguna 
Techno Park is designed to meet the 
increasing global demand for the com- 
pany' A300 cell, which “is proven to 
effect a clean, efficient and world- 
class power source.” 

The A300 is а 125-millimeter, sin- 
gle-crystal cell that generates 3 watts 
of electricity and provides low-cost sil- 
icon solar cell with a conversion efi- 
ciency of 21.5 percent. 

Company officials said this meant 
the cell could deliver up to $0 percent 
more kilowatts of clear solar power on 
а limited roof area and significantly 
reduce installation cost per kilowatt. 

The DTI quoted SunPower Corp. chief 
‘executive Tom Wemer as saying the 
county's highly skilled workforce, із 
nearness to key markets in Asia and its 
cost-effective location were the factors 
that gave it the competitive advantage as 
production base. Ronnel W Domingo 


PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES 


4157 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


CAP-JOHN HAY TRADE AND CULTURAL CENTER 
LOAKAN ROAD, BAGUIO CITY 
SEPTEMBER 29, 30, AND OCTOBER 1, 2004 


GO FOR THE WIN! 
Better Faster, Happier Stronger 


ЖОҚ 
QI 


Dialogue 
Operational Excllonce for 
Grandmothers 
Designing Programs & 
Curricula that Moet Industry 
Needs 
Using the Assessment 
Centor for Better Selection. 
Winning Programs on 
Rewards Management 
Winning by Investing In 
People (Best Practices іп 

© People Development) 

‘THE MINI CONFERENCE 

Convergence: When 

Woodstock Moets tho 

Ragnarok Generation. 

The conference will 
эво be а convergence venue 
for “generations” of workers 


Tracks / Topics 


KEYNOTE PRESENTATION t 


how innovation, passion 
for excellence, agility, 
teamwork and ілері, and 
а performance-driven culture 
have driven organizational 
‘and business success. 

+ Sectoral Collaborative 
Discussion on Value 
Education 

* Benchmarking the Filipino: 
Talent 

TRACK TWO 

Going for the Common 

Ground: A Business World 

Without Divides 

PMAP takes on the 
roe of a bridge leader in etlorts 
to forge consensus wih labor. 
оп certain contentious issues, 

"which have hounded labor- 

management relations Юг to discuss the challenges 

years. РМАР емізе beleves of the emerging workplace, 
that relevant and responsive operationalize the Impetus 
legislation must also be “gorwed irom the conference 
spores by HR inae 12 and make resolutions about 

ance unity, harmony and enhancing the compelliveness 

с ескен 1 Л 2 

+ The Labor Code: Looking im a leaming package dubbed 
for Win-win Solutions аз the 2004 mini conference. 

= The Saga of Workplace Тһе conference-within-the- 
Democracy and Cooperation conference wil feature highly 
inthe Philippines interactivo and state-of-the 

TRACK THREE art learning technologies that 

promise to bring the 2004 
‘annual conference into а finale 
that is inspiring, ennobling and 
nating. 3 


Thoj2004 PMAP Annual Conference is a сай 
to соп. Itis no longer a question of whether 
the Filipino can; the real issue is whether the 
Filipino will. The 

ways by which Fi 

through: 


combination of performing 
arts and video clips that 
highlight the great potential 
of the Filipino as a WINNER. 
= in his own country and in. 
the globalized world. 
TRACK ONE 

Going the Extra Mile: Values 
and Mindsets that Make the 
Difference 

Delegates can look forward 
lo leaming Кот the success 
and achievements of persons 
and organizations, which have 
‘demonstrated the heart and 


A showcase of winning stories of individuals and 
‘organizations that prove thal yes, the Filipino can and 
эй 

Amenu of strategies that shows how people and culture 
can be an organization's competitive advantage 

А multisectoral roadmap for value formation and 
‘education to support a performance-driven culture 

A blueprint that offers win-win solutions to contentious 
labor-management issues and wil point us towards 
greater cooperation and less adversarial relations 

А mini conference that showcases new leaming 
technologies and that bridges and unites generations 
‘of workers to work together for a better Philippines 


‘ambitious goais. The values 

ard work һам of the Fipino 

эй be discussed in he ight ol 

the performance-triven culture 

that we need lo nurture and 

promote 

* Choosingto Win:A Journey 
of Hope stows how important 
perssience ndinner visions 
in overcomng obstacles and 
inwinnag 

+ The Profile of a Filipino 
Leader shoud be of interest 
10 people managers in 
business and government 
and ю educators who mould 
young minds and hears 


Conference Theme and Metaphor 

‘The 2004 PMAP Annual Conference takes place at а time when nations go for the 
gold in the Athens Olympics. Amidst the cool breeze and lush greenery of Camp 
John Hay in Baguio City, the conference will goad participants to go for the win. 
While nations compete in Athens to be faster, higher, stronger, the Conference 
participants will learn how to do things better, faster, stronger and even be 
happier. We have stories aplenty to share in the 2004 Annual Conference that 
will prove beyond doubt that Filipinos and their organizations can survive and 
prosper amidst global competition. 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE GOVERNMENT is moving to, 
significantly trim the list of indus." 
tries and activities included in the 
Investment Priorities Plan (IPP), 
in line with efforts to rationalize 
the country’s fiscal incentives sys- 
tem. 

According to Finance Under- 
secretary Grace Tan, the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry is 
coming up with a proposed bill 
that will reduce the number of 
industries and activities eligible 
for fiscal incentives under the 
TPR 

IPP is а list of government 
preferred investment activities 
that are entitled to fiscal incen- 
tives, such as income tax holi- 
days and duty-free importation 
of capital equipment. The Board 
of Investments, an attached 
agency of the DTI, prepares the 
yearly IPP list. 

While there are several indus- 
tries and activities currently cov- 
егей by the IPR the government is 
looking at cutting the number to 
only eight or 10. She explained 
that only those considered most 
vital to the country’s economic 
growth would be retained in the 
list, 

"The DTI bill, if approved by 
Congress, will provide the only 
list of activities or industries that 
will be granted fiscal incentives. 
‘This means industries and activi 


Bulk of telcos’ 
earnings comes 
from ‘texting’ 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


tives. 


service, 


services, 


tructure. 


SMART Communications Inc. said its earn- 
ings from text messaging or short messaging 
system (SMS) now accounted for about 43 
percent of total revenue. 

Smart and Globe Telecom topped the lst of 
32 GSM providers in the world that generate. 
revenue from data services. 

But because of their dependence on this 
service, whose cost in the Philippines is the 
lowest in the world, both Smart and Globe 
"Telecom lag behind their counterparts in 
terms of earnings. 

Rogelio Quevedo, head of Smart's legal 
affairs, said that in other countries, the cost 
of text messaging ranged from $0.04 to 
$0.11 or roughly P2.24 to P6.16 per mes- 
sage. In the Philippines, text messaging 
costs $0.016. 

In the first quarter, about 41 percent of 
Smarts revenue came from text messaging, 
based on data from Global mobile Suppliers 
Association or GSA. Globe followed with its 
text messaging service accounting for about 
38 percent of its sales. 

"The two telcos topped GSAS list in terms of 
percentage of revenue coming from data ser- 
vices. Quevedo said 98 percent of Smart's da- 
ta calls were text messages. 

“Affordability is a big factor that made us 
the world's texting capital,” he said. 

Quevedo stressed that while Smart and 
Globe continued to top the list of wireless 
players in terms of percentage of revenue 
from data calls, they would not make it to the 
top 10 phone companies in the world in terms 
of actual earnings. 

"Philippine mobile carriers lag behind their. 
counterparts in terms of earnings because the 
bulk of their business comes from a service 
whose local cost is the lowest in the world,” 
hesaid. 

‘Smart posted a net income of P11.6 billion 
in the first half out of revenues of about P30.9 
billion. Globe's net profit stood at almost P7 
billion from a revenue of P26.2 billion in the. 
same period. 

GSA is a consortium of global mobile tele- 
com providers like Nokia, Ericcson, Alcatel, 
Siemens, and Lucent Technologies. 

Alfred Ling, GSA chair in Asia Pacific, said 
that data revenue could be derived from short 
messaging system, multi media messaging, 
surfing and even chatting. 

Арап from Smart and Globe, the other ma- 
јог GSM providers in the world that generate 
earnings from data services include Japanese 
firms NTT DoCoMo, KDD and Vodafone. 
About 20 to 25 percent of these firms’ eam- 
ings come from data services. 

“Ч think the data reflects the nature of our 
market. It is a combination of economics 
and cultural. Economics because text mes- 
saging is considered cheap compared to 
voice calls and cultural because it is typical 
among Filipinos to be indirect and non-con- 
frontational," said Smart spokesperson Ra- 
mon Isberto. 

Studies made by foreign research firms 
projected that the local wireless telecom sec 
tor would surpass the 36 percent cellular 
phone penetration rate worldwide, 


Gov't to trim list 
of preferred 
investment areas 


ties not included іп the IPP list 
will not enjoy incentives through 
other special laws. 

"While the DTI prepares the 
bill on the IPP rationalization, 
the Department of Finance is 
coming out with a draft bill that 
will seek the abolition of all spe- 
cial laws granting fiscal incen- 


Tan said that aside from 
narrowing the coverage of the 


tries, textile, mining, rubber, 
public utilities, etc. 

With the reduction, the gov- 
emment is looking at театр а 
only eightto 10 industries and ac- 
tivities under the IPB including 
information and communication 
technology, exports and infras- 
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to expand local food facilities 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SAN MIGUEL Corp. (SMC) is spending close 
to P5 billion to expand its food facilities start- 
ing this year. 

А new Purefoods Hormel meat plant in 
Cavite is already expected to be operating by 
the third quarter and process bacon and ham, 
among other processed meats, SMC said in a 
disclosure yesterday. 

"The expansion of the plant into a world- 
clas facility is part of our commitment in gi 
ing consumers only the best quality prod- 
ucts,” SMC chair Eduardo Cojuangco Jr. said. 

In Batangas, a flour mill and a fiour-blend- 
ing facility have also been completed and com- 
mercial operations are expected to start soon. 

"The company’s expansion and modemization 
program in the food sector is рап of the larger 
program to invest an estimated P15 billion in the 
domestic market over the next three years. 


Cojuangco added that SMC' investment 
reflected the company’s continued confi- 
dence in the country. 

“Given that. consumer spending for hon- 
‘durables such as food and beverage continues 
to grow, prospects for our business remain 
bright,” he said. 

In the next two years, a mixed-use facility 
will be set up in Laguna, and a veterinary 
medicine plant and pet food plant in Tarlac 
will also be put up. 

‘SMC will also invest in expanding hog sup- 
ply in Bukidnon and Tarlac. For ts poultry op- 
erations, SMC is also in the intial phase of 
building a broiler farm in Bulacan. 

"The company will also expand feed mills in 
Mariveles, Bataan and in Misamis Oriental. 

SMC earlier said it was optimistic its pro- 
jects could help the government generate 
thousands of obs in the countryside. 

То make this possible, SMC is planning to 


Pancake House joins drive . . . 


and upper C income brackets, he said the 
Placemates project would be an effective tool 
in helping spread information on energy con- 
servation as most of these people had vehicles 
and a number of appliances in their homes. 

Through the restaurant's paper placemats, 
some 400,000 customers dining in any of Pan- 
cake House's 50 branches nationwide would 
be able to receive valuable insights on how to 
lower their energy consumption. 

Lorenzo said the restaurant chain would 
evaluate the success of Pancake House's par- 
ticipation in the Placemates project after its 
initial 30-day run. The company would then 
decide where to go from there: 

"Well always be supportive of any initiative. 


that the DOE will have in the future,” he said. 

Pancake House itself, he said, had been im- 
plementing some of its own energy-saving 
measures. 

‘Some of these include the replacement of in- 
candescent bulbs with more energy-efficient 
compact fluorescent lighting (CFL) systems and 
the redesigning of its kitchens to ensure lower 
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) consumption. 

He related that new Pancake House outlets 
already employed energy-efficient lighting 
and kitchen appliances. 

“All our new-generation stores are already 
using the (CFL) bulbs. For our kitchens, de- 
signers are also studying how we can make 
more efficent use of our gas," he said. 


source its raw materials locally for its require- 
ments in feeds, liquor and soft drinks instead 
of importing these. Cassava, corn, soybeans 
and sorghum are among the crops used heavi- 
ly by SMC in its food and beverage opera- 
tions, 

Dubbed as a sourcing program introduced. 
in 2002, it aims to provide farmers an assured 
long-term market for their produce. Из three 
components are: training and technology 
transfer, financing and the provision of a 
steady, assured market marked by stable pric- 


ing. 
The program was initially introduced in 
Bukidnon, Zamboanga del Sur, South Cotaba- 
to, Caraga region (eastern Mindanao consist- 
ing of the cities of Butuan and Surigao and the. 
of Agusan del Norte, Agusan del 
Sur, Surigao del Norte and Surigao de! Sur), 
Negros, Panay in the Visayas, Central Luzon, 
Cagayan Valley and Ilocos region. 


From page BI 


Pancake House's version of the Placemate 
is orange in color, in keeping with the store's 
theme color, and has a drawing of a house and 
the different rooms in it as the main feature. 

АП six different areas in the house—the 
bedroom, kitchen, laundry room, bathroom, 
living room and garage—are boxed in, with 
blanks below each drawing. 

Customers then have to fill the blanks in 
with energy-consuming appliances found in 
the respective rooms as well as alternative ap- 
pliances or methods that individuals can use 
to cut down on energy usage. 

Other features of the Placemate include а 
checklist of an individual's driving habits as 
well asa word hunt of energy-related words. 
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АРС Group Inc. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on Oct. 15 at 2 
p.m. in the Sta Мапа Room, Sth flor, of Discovery Suites, 25 ADB Ave. 
in Ortigas Center, Pasig City. 


ANSCOR Consolidated Corp. (ACC), а 100-percent owned subsidiary of 
A. Soriano Corp. (Anscor), bought 894,000 shares of Anscor on Sept. 27. 
‘ACC has a total of 712,110,777 shares of Anscor as of бері. 28. 


PNOC EXPLORATION Corp. elected the following executive officers for 
2004-2005: Eduardo Mafalac, acting president and chief executive officer; 
Rafael Del Pilar, vice president chief operating officer and treasurer, Elpidlo 
‘Gamboa Jr, general counsel and corporate secretary; and Jose Sta. Ала. 
Rose Mary Fe Pisuefa and Joselito Santos, assistant corporate secretarios. 
Compiled by D-3. Yap, PDI Research 
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HONG —— KONG—Investment tral" from’ 
house UBS on Tuesday cut its r 
ings on several Asian airlines, in- 
cluding Cathay Pacific Airways 
Ца, as the industry reels from 
sky-high prices and bookings 
show signs of a slowdown. 

UBS cut Cathay and China 
Southem Airlines Co. Ltd. to "neu- 


Hurricanes rip 
through US 
insurers' profit 


NEW YORK—As Hurricane Jeanne fizzles out 
їп north Florida, insurers are facing as much 
as $25 billion in claims from four major 
storms, likely making this year the most costly 
‘on record for hurricanes. 

That may not bankrupt any insurance com- 
panies, but it will tear a hole in third-quarter 
and full-year profit. 

“Certainly, most companies’ earnings will 
be adversely affected by the storms, with any- 
where from one quarters to one year’s earn- 
ings being absorbed by the losses," said 
‘Thomas Upton, а credit analyst at rating 
agency Standard & Poor's. 

In the front line are саг and home insurers 
which all said hurricane losses would cut 
profit even before Jeanne swept onshore this 
weekend. 

Beyond them, a range of reinsurers in the 
United States, Bermuda and Europe will pick 
up a slice ofthe claims. 

Jeanne will cause as much as $8 billion in 
claims, forecasters said on Monday. Together 
with Hurricanes Charley, Frances and Ivan, 
insurers are looking at as much as $25 billion 
in claims, according to Risk Management So- 
lutions. 

If claims go that high, it would make this 
year the most expensive on record for storms, 
surpassing the $22 billion, adjusted for infla- 
tion, that insurers paid out for Hurricanes An- 
drew and Inikiin 1992. The S&P Insurance in- 
dex slid 1.1 percent on Monday, adding to a 
steep decline over the past 10 days. 

Almost every major property insurance com- 
pany that does business in the southeast United 
States will get a hit from the hurricanes. 

“Investors should expect the property-ca- 
sualty insurers to be continuously prean- 
nouncing hurricane losses," said AG. Ed- 
wards insurance analyst Paul Newsome in a 
research note on Monday. Reuters 


“neutral.” 


"buy" and China Ezstem. 
Airlines Corp. Ltd., South Korea's 
‘Asiana Airlines and Thai Airways 
International to 


"While we anticipate record 
growth rates in 2004, some of the 
pillars of 2005's outlook appear 
to be under pressure,” analyst 
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. 2... BUSINESS 
UBS downgrades Asian airlines as fuel bites 


from 


“reduce” 


apni aN 


Bite 


‘Timothy Ross said. 

US crude oil futures broke a new 
record on Tuesday, on worries over 
supply disruptions from Nigeria 
and other major producers. 

Tn addition to rising fuel prices 
that account for up to a quarter of 
ап airline's operating costs, Ross 

gs had fallen for Au- 


Asia 


gust and fares were dropping. 


AWOMAN passes by an electric display of the stock price movement in Tokyo. Tokyo stocks 
yesterday plunged due to concerns about rising ой prices. 


The global airline industry only 
just recovering from last years 
‘SARS outbreak and the Sept. 11 at- 
tacks on the United States, stands to 
incur losses of between USS3 billion 
and USS4 billion this year as high 
ой prices wipe out profits, airline 
body TATA said on Monday. Reuters 


Stock markets. 


oil. 


0f 9,230. dollar. 
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The rise in oil prices cut short a 


rally in Asiam currencies 


The yen particularly felt the 
heat, underlining concerns about 
Japan's dependence on imported 


The Thai baht fell to 41.57 per 
dollar its lowest in nearly three 
weeks, and the Indonesian rupi- 
ah dropped to a two-week trough 


Markets in Taiwan and South 
Korea were closed for holidays. 

Concern over supplies and low 
fuel stocks pushed the price of 
crude oil up to over $50 a barrel. 
Most Asian countries, except 
Malaysia, are heavy importers of 


“Asia regional carry plays such 
as the rupee, rupiah and peso are 
underperforming as high oil 
prices threaten economic perfor- 
mance and policy credibility” 
Claudio Piron of JP Morgan said 


week, eroding their gains as in- 
vestors refocused on carry trades. 
^ In these carry trades, investors 


currencies 
fall on oil 
price increase 


SINGAPORE—Asian currencies 
fell further on Tuesday as global 
oil prices surged to a record 
above $50 a barrel, hurting local 


borrow and sell a low-yielding 
currency such asthe yen to invest 
inhigh-yielders. 

їл Japan, analysts said that in 
addition to rising oil prices, the 
yen was under pressure from sag- 
ging Japanese share prices and 
jitters ahead of the release of the. 
Bank of Japan's “tankan” survey 
of business sentiment. 

‘The stock markets benchmark 
Nikkei average closed nearly half 
a percent lower, though recover 
ing from a loss of over one per- 
cent in the morning, dragged 
down by oil. 

Meanwhile, Thai markets were 
worried as the government con- 
ducted tests to , determine 
whether there had been a case of 
human-to-human transmission of 
bird fu 

in Indonesia, political wor- 
ries added to the pressure on 
the currency, With 91 percent 
of the presidential ballot count- 
ed, showing ex-Gen. Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono could be 
the next president, financial 
markets were concerned about 
how strong his Cabinet would 
be and whether promised re- 
forms could be pushed through. 

Reuters 


last 


China shares sink on fears of mega stock offers 


 SHANGHAL— China shares dipped 0.58 
percent on Tuesday morning as in- 
‘vestors dumped companies that plan to 
raise cash through share sales, such as 
the country’s top steel maker Baosteel. 
The benchmark Shanghai composite 
index, grouping foreign-currency B 
shares and local currency A shares, fin- 
{shed the morning at 1,419.065 points. 
Тһе index is still up 12.6 percent 
from two weeks ago, fanned by specu- 


lation of upcoming policies to aid а 
market that had trended downward 
since early April, when Beijing's effort 
to curb credit and slow the economy 
first took hold. 

Baoshan Iron and Steel Co. Ltd. was 
‘one of the morning's most active stocks. 
Its A shares, open to select foreign in- 
vestors, dropped 24 percent 10 653 
yuan. 

The company said on Tuesday its 


shareholders had granted approval for 
itto issue shares in the country's largest 
fund-raising exercise, raising up to an 
estimated $3.7 billion, to buy mills and 
other assets from йз parent. 

It won shareholders" blessing after 
trimming the public tranche of that of- 
fering and suck less money out of belea- 
guered markers, though many investors 
remained opposed to the plans. 

In a major step to boost the markets, 


regulators хай on Monday it wanted list- 
ed firms to win votes from at least half 
their publie shareholders before taking 
major actions such as new share issues, 
rights offers and convertible bond sales. 
“Many investors believe the govern- 
ment will continue to take measures to 
boost the markets, but large stock offers 
in the pipeline are casting a shadow оп 
sentiment,” said Shenyin 8 Wanguo Se- 
curities analyst Qian біліп. Reuters 
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‘enhanced braking performance, and airier interiors, your all-time 

favorite people carrier takes you to a new dimension in mobility 
no other vehicle of its class can match. 
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Republic of the Philippines 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT 
Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City 


REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE OF MUNICIPALITIES 
REGIONS 5, 6 AND 7 
FY 2003 
In Thousand Pesos 
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Difference between totals ані sum of component is due to rounding off 
*1 ~ Provincial Ranking 
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NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION. 
South Luzon Operation & Maintenance. 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
AD NO. TRANSCO 2004-010С 
Tho National Transmission Corporation, South Luzon OSM Bids and Awards Commitee 
(GAC) wishes оми Interested partes to apply for elg and 1o bid on те hems sted 
below: 
DATE OF BIDDING : OCTOBER 25, 2004; 1:30 PM. 
ПЕМОЕВСАРТОН | PRNUMBER APPROVED BUDGET 


PROTECTWERELAYTESTSYSTEM 38:00 Р 100000 
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BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
Вон and мата Comma n 
6590 
[d 


September 22,2004 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


2079 
paries may орал те оозго 
басыла 


please inquire tom the ВАСЧТ Secretariat, Iru е Chel 
"So Sr. Revenue Computer Center (АСС) Bldg. ВА 
"элу. Prahan Damman, Quezon Сау or сай ahorros. 


(бо) Ану. LEONOR S. VILLALON-ROGERS 
Resistant Conmissener HROS 
чета. БАС 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
11-12 November 2004, Dusit Hotel Nikko, Makati City 


"Quality Partnerships Towards a Decent Workplace: 


Blending Homegrown with Global Practices and Strategies" 
PROGRAMME 


DAY 1- November 11, 2004 (Thursday) 


8:00am Registration/Opening 
Ceremonies 


Keynole Address: 

Promoting Fair Globalization and 
Decent. 

Work: The Score Card from the 
Viewpoint of the ILO 


PLENARY SESSION 1: 
Homegrown IR & HR strategies 
and practices: Sharing the 
success of an Employees Council 


PANEL DISCUSSION 1: 
Examining the State of Labor- 
Management Relations in the 
Philippines. 


125pm PLENARY SESSION 2: 
Sharing the success of a Filipino 
‘enterprise: balance between. 
‘contractual and regular decent 
jobs 


PLENARY SESSION 3: 

Sharing the success of a Filipino 
enterprise: Homegrown IHR 
best practices & strategies for 
global competitiveness 


9:45 


Interaction! 


Directions 


300 PANEL DISCUSSION 2A: 
‘Social Dialogue on Wage Fixing and 
Philippine Industrial Relations 
PANEL DISCUSSION 3A: 
‘Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR): expectations and applications 


DAY 2 - November 12, 2004 (Friday) 
8:00am Registration/Social 


Video Presentation. 


PLENARY SESSIONS 4/5/6 
Learning from changes in IHR 
practices & strategies from Japan, 
China & Korea 

PANEL DISCUSSION 3A: 

Blending homegrown with best global 
IRIHR pretices and strategies. 

in the Philippines. 


PANEL DISCUSSION 38: 
‘Strategic role of IHR in 
transforming business enterprises 
Into globally competitive workplace 
1:00pm Keynote Address: 
Philippine Labor Updates & Policy 


145 PANEL DISCUSSION 4A: 
Blending new trends in IRV 
HR through alternative 
disputes settiement 


PANEL DISCUSSION 48: 
Innovations in collective 
bargaining negotiation 


PLENARY SESSION 7: 
From adversarial to quality 
partnerships at the work 
place: blending with best 
practices in labor-manage 
ment relations 

PLENARY SESSION 8: 
Learning from global best 
practices on quality partner 
ships at the workplace 
PLENARY SESSION 9: 
Learning from best practices 
& strategies on productivity: 


Integration/Closing 
ceremonies! 
‘Acknowledgement 


Sec. P. A. Sto. Tomas, DOLE 


PHILIPPINE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS SOCIETY, INC., 
in partnership with the 
INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION - Manila 
For registration/queries, please contact: 
Tel. Nos.: 890-4889 (Ria/Brigida); 944-0014 (Irma); 948-3559 (Dick) 
Fax Nos.: 751-4604, 944-0031; E-mail address: pirs_natcon@ yahoo.com 


In Loving Memory 


on the First Death Anniversary of 


FE TORRENTE YOINGCO 
“мом” 


who passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
он September 30, 2003. 


Her husband ANGEL Q. YOINGCO; 
children, grandchildren, brother and other relatives 
shall offer Holy Masses at the following churches 
ой September 30, 2004: 
Ina ng Laging Saklolo, Tagaytay City 
De La Salle, Dasmariñas, Cavite 
Daughters of Charity, Tagaytay Ciy  * 
St. John Don Bosco Parish, 
Mandaluyong City 
Sto, Domingo Church, Quezon City 


630M 
125 PM 
630 PM 
630 AM; 
600 PM 
8:00 АМ; 
600 PM 
600 PM 
600 AM 
600 АМ 


National Shrine of our Lady of Lourdes, Q.C. 
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd, Fairview QC. 
San Lorenzo Parish Church, 
Pleasant Hill, ХУМ, Bulacan 
Sta. Rafaela Maria (House of Spirituality) 
Gloria Ш, TSora 


600 AM 


OBITUARIES 


“С RODOLFO A. RODRIGUEZ » 


(Retired Caltex Employee) 


Peocefully joined our Creator 
оп September 23, 2004 at the age of 80. 


He is survived by his brothers and sisters Florencio, Felicidad, 
Melanie, Dorothea, Bethilda, Felixberto, Maria Luz Consuelo and 
Maria Paz; brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law Elsie, Thomas 
Westoby, Rafael Castillo, Lourdes delos Santos, Ricardo С. 
Millare, and Mike Morris; nephews and nieces and great 
grandchildren, request to pray for the etemal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 
Doña Juana Rodriguez St (formerly Broadway), Quezon City. 


Funeral Mass will be celebrated on September 30, 2004 at 
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‘Republic cf the Philippines 
OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 
Agham Road, Diliman, Quezon City 


BULLETIN OF VACANT POSITIONS 
In Compliance with RA 7041 

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE ADJUDICATION 

‘BUREAU (PIAB) -C. 

GRAFT INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION OFFICER (GIPO) I lm No, 

 QUEA-QIO2 22-1996; 8827 

Education: Bachelor cl Laws: Experience: Four (4) years ol experience In 

pracice о! aw, counseling, nvesiaionrosaculon ol cases, hearings ol 

irrisveteeicriminal cases, logal researc or oiher related work Training: 

ert our (24) hours ol relevant ілі; Eli: RA 1080 (BAR) 

MONITORING AND EDP DIVISION (MED) 

COMPUTER OPERATOR І - нет No. OMBA-COMPO3-2-1998; 50:12 

Educator: Completion ol wo (2) years studias in colego or High School 

Graduate хав көделі vocatonaltrado course; Exponanoe Two (2) years ot 

elevar екрейеесе; Training: 6 hours c relevant raring: Elbit” Career 

Sovea SusprotessonalData Encoder (MC 11,8. 96 Cal it Level Eighty 

GENERAL SERVICES DIVISION, CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE 

8) STOREKEEPER I ~~ от No. OMBA-STK2-1-1908; 806 

5) CLERK пет Ne. OMBACKS-41-1998, 508 

д BUYER! lem No. ОМВА 81-11996, 

Education: Completion of «o (2) yous studies In college; Experience: None 

required. Training: None required; ЕШ Career Service Subpreessonal 

Fest Lovo! Expl 

d) CARPENTER Н-—— liem No. OMBA-CP2:2:1998; 805 

Educator: Eementry School Graduate: Exptience: None required: Training: 

None required: Eig Carpenter (ИС 11, 8. 96 Са.) 

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DIVISION 

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT OFFICER Il- HRMO2-11998; 80-15 

Educator: Bachelors degree: Experience: One year ol relevant experience 

“rain: Four hours o relevant raining. Eby. Carer Service Prolssionall 

Second Love Eighty 
interested applicants should submit teir applications wihin ten (10) working days 
"rom the dao c ta pubicaton to the Human Resource Management Омвоп, at 
the above adress the folowing: 1) AN APPLICATION LETTER STATING THE 
POSITION APPLIED FOR, 2) DULY ACCOMPLISHED PERSONAL DATA SHEET 
(GSC FORM 212) 2) t* к 1” PICTURE (COLORED): 4) BAR RATINGICSC 
CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY 5) TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDS. 6) CERTIFICATE 
GF SEMINARS/TRAININGS ATTENDED (CSC ACCREDITED) and 7) 
CERTIFICATE FROM PREVIOUSPRESENT EMPLOYMENT STATING THE 
POSITION, ACTUAL DUTIES ANO RESPONSIBILITIES (IF APPLICABLE), 


Republ of the Philippines 
Department of Labor and Employment. 
Intramuros, Manila 
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

наза в hereby given hal he lowing boreau өзде e Departmen of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) Hal хэлий ter eie тә йе 6 бо, Fin luam DF 
ТШ Сирин, Solna S. comer Andes Senna, Avene (Ades ЭЛ. 
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Cars for SALE 


1. Red 2001 Silverado, leather seats, 
4 doors 
2. Green 1997 E150, Pilot Seats 
3. Black 1997 Infinity 
Please Call or Text : 0917-5333334 
or 0922-3305660 


2004 China Chongging 
Trade Show in Manila 


THE 2004 China Chongqing Trade 
Expo Philippines opens on Sept. 29 
ший Oc. 1, at the World Trade Cen- 
ter organized by the Chongqing 
Heaven Best International Business 
Exhibitions and Trade Co, Lid and by 
Premier Events Plus Group Ine. The 
expo's theme "Business Opportunities 
in Foreign Trade" with a trade objec 
tive to foster closer economic ties 
between China and the Philippines 
through a showcase of the various 
business opportunities available in 
the Province of Chongqing. Being the 


largest vehicle and motorcycle base in 
China, the China Chongqing Trade 
Expo 2004 will feature the motor- 
cycle, electric bikes, automotive, 
engine and spare parts industry. 
However, other industries also fea- 
tured are food, textile, fabrics, 
electronics, generators, pumps, agri- 
cultural machinery, ear accessories, 
‘women’s accessories and many oth 
аз. Interested parties can сай Premier 
Events Plus group, Inc, at 9297993 ог 
63, 4364209, 4269603, 9208136 or 
email at jnfo@PEPGroup.com, 


China Chongqing Vice Mayor 
conducts business forum 


HUANG Qifang, Executive Vice 
Mayor of Chongqing will hold a busi- 
ness forum at the Asian Institute of 
Management (AIM), 34 Floor, SGV 
Case Room, Paseo de Roxas Makati 
оп Sept. 28, from 10 алт. to 12 p.m. 
"The forum's title "Macro-Control of 
China's Economy and Go-West Cam- 
paign” isa part of China's objective to 
foster closer economic ties between 
China and the Philippines through a 


reflect the continuing vitality and dy- 
namism of both counties’ bilateral 
trade relations. The forum is open to 
public and admission is free. Regis- 
{rants may call Premier Events Plus 
Group, Inc. at 9297993 or 63, 
4364209,4269603 or 9208136 or 
email at infoS@PEPGroup.com, The 
public is also invited to visit the 2004 
China Chongqing Trade Showon Sept. 
29 to Оа. 1, the World Trade Center, 


showcaseofvarousbusinessoppor Manila Philippines where various 
mitis available in Chongging products of Chongqing such as motor- 
China ranked asone ofthe Philippines’ cycles, beer and food will be 


major rading partners, the forum shall showcased. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
NATIONAL 


CLASSIFIEDS 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


7245 per column centimeter 


* WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 2004 


RATES 
P75 per line 
цг cbe d EX 


DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 
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FOR RENT FOR RENT 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT/ | HEAVY EQUIPMENT/ 
TRANSPORT TRANSPORT 


BIDDING! 


ASPHALT PLANT 
SHINSHENG 

$8020 Metric ton per hr. 
‘tank (20ml. per tank) 

* Good Working Condition 

+ Brgy. Cares, Rosario, Pus] La Union 


VES ыу Сас, Verda 2 

9 Ea a acme ПЕ ТІЛІН 
Ê A secure, sell-contained community growing inthe Excheie «Sce «Амын Commonly 
cer ! 
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Quezon сту 


жити; can SD 


шонтип! мале 


paced 


p^» 
inspection Dates 7 Oct 1516.1, 202004 
330 am to $00 pn. 

: October 22 & 24, 2004 
1640 am to 00 pn. 

: RD. POLICARPIO & CO. INC. 
Зи Melania St, Samsonvile 
‘Subd, Dao, Mabalacat Pamp. 
5/0000 20 Pesos 

For other Information pis. сай 

02813-2878; (02) 893-3102 local 124 
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Mo ees More аа SANLO DUPLEX 26-048 223 
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nine ХАВ FATS 0922.300207 


P4,100/mo* 


* Pa BG Housing Loan 
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REAL ESTATE. 
FOR SALE OR RENT 
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CORNIMAN FRONT PARK 
ELEGANT нед SBR ATB 
[EI 


мар DRYER BOY 07388 тади TORNIDUSE FRONT 
TL DSA Bldg 2 UMT нз. nos ALTS, STARE 


mams vava соок LABA ЕЕ 


szaros + 9124701 төө ли 28 Рачен 101 
524254 836282 


Gov FORBES AFT urmon 
Саш он Hes reme. 


PROVINCIAL ALL AROUND 
MAUS 8ї08241:476 


SATU Less 


92102559987 9220547 


«в ESTE мам тәні 


1F Car ши neta 


Bost Deal in Town 
BUY - SELL - PAWN 


ROLEX+OTHERS 
DIABONDSUEWELRY 
Tua oy watch 
MAMLA WATCH EXCHANGE 
ты BOLO 7 24 286 
Way ean > Chae тиан 


BEST mams 8250754 


ANGEL MAIDS 4213253 видан RICHMOND EXEC VIL 
12221200 COUMERCAL Lat 909 
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Запе wih Clearances ad 
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MONRII- мт тот 


‘STA. MARIA 22579372608 —À 


MAGNIFICENT VIEW 

OF MANILA BAY 
IIS TOR 

SALE OR LEASE! 
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Thailand Campus 


World's #1 gemological institute 
70+ year history of excellence in education 
‘over 300,000 students worldwide 
Become a recognized professional 
in the gem and jewelry industry 
Diamonds Diploma Program 
starts November 1, 2004 
GIA Thailand Campus 
Bisco Tower-12* Fir, 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand 


Tel: (662) 237-9575 /77 Fax: (662) 236-0829. 
sgiathai(@ kse.th.com www.giathailand.com. 
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ГОРЕ 
ЕТІСТІГІ 


A fully equipped and staffed office. 
in the heart of Makati for only 
Рл,800топіћ 
Ask about our Virtual Office Packages 
Our services include: 
phone answering & message taking, 


message notification, ve call forwarding, 
mail and parcel handing, and much more. 


Call Us: 7516730 
Visit Us: wins. myoffice.com.ph 


Your Simple Solution for Small Businesses 


INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Lucena City 
Sta. Rosa 
Vigan 

Iloilo City 
Legaspi City 
General Santos 
Puerto Princesa 


Interested parties may call: (02) 8541331 or (02) 8541350 


Willy Cuason: wcuason@globenet.com.ph 
Sonny Ebarle: njebarle3 @zipmail.com 


Gloria Maris Foods Corp. 


[office 
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GLORIA MARIS FOODS CORPORATION 


the most successful Chinese food chain in the Philippines is now open for 


franchising! 


We are looking for potential business partners with available sites 


in the following areas: 


Metro Manila Areas 


Caloocan City Pasig City Marikina City 

Parafíaque City Malabon Fort Bonifacio 
Magallanes Rockwell Katipunan Ave. 
Antipolo City Espafía University Belt 


Provincial Areas 


Batangas City Dasmarifias 

Bifían Canlubang 

Tarlac City Mactan City 

Bacolod City Leyte 

Boracay Dakak 

Cagayan de Oro Tuguegarao 
Other Areas 


Note: Only applicants with ready locations for development shall be entertained 


Ea 


THORESEN & CO., (BANGKOK) LTD. 


Thoresen is a Bangkok based shipping group, quoted on the stock exchange of Thailand, and 
involved in ship owning, operating, agency, brokering. stevedoring.forwarsing and port 
"operations. Our growing fleet consists of 43 bukers and tween deckers inthe 15-52,000 dwt size 
fange. For more information about the group, please visit our webste al vantIhoresen com. 

For our Maritime Operations Division in Bangkok, we are seeking appicetions from 
Philippine nationals or the otowing positions 


MARINE AND ENGINEER SUPERINTENDENTS 
(1 ровтон ЕАСН) 


Objective — to achieve technically sound, professionally competent, safe, clean and 
competitive vessel operation, providing the best cargo care every single day 
of the year. 

The position ий involve the standard superintendency role in handing 8-10 vessels with 

Philippine crew saling in regional and iner trades as wel ав worldwide dry bulk trades. 

The successful candidate wil be a minimum of 30 years old with relevant superintendent 

experience and wil be enthusiastic about working in Thailand on a single posting status. 

SalaryîBeneft Package wil be commensurate with experience and qualifications. 


For further detalls please contact: 
Mr. Clinton De Souza 

Елмай: ades@tnoresen.com 

Send application with CV and recent 
photograph to: 

Thoresen & Co. (Bangkok) Lid. 

Atin: Mr. Pongsak Kanchanakpan 
General Manager, Group Personnel and 
‘Administration 

GPO Box 1587, Bangkok 10501, Thailand 
Tel: 4662 250-0569 Fax: 466 2 655-3908 


Shipping Services, Inc. 
‘Suite 201 ITC Bldg. 337 Sen. Gi Puyat Ave., 
Makati Cty 1200 

POEA LIC No. 192-S8-090804-R 


Pho: (632) 8999445 / 8907748 
Fax: (632) 8969004 | 8989006 


For Manpower Pooling Only 
мо Fees to be collected 
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is a subsidiary of Benson International Holdings Corp. The opening of 
new branches in Baguio City, Carmona Leisure Park and Tagaytay City is now underway. 


Pasay City 
Makati Ave. 
Commonwealth Ave. 


Bacoor 
Subic Bay 
Cebu City 
Naga City 
Isabela 
Mindoro 


Атара пазар frm (ич sore in Cabanatuan Сау) dealing with home арша 
Зайл fora dynamic, slipped and highly motivated individual whois wilingto | 7| 
tak challenges and wets creating new mares as accomplishment. Interested candidates 
shoul have the following pesos qualities and цайсан: 


. Relevant eduction ad at least S ~ JO years of experience in relevant fel. 
5 New tre sep 

‘Alle to analyze mace conditons and Ирелеш favorable strategies to apts, 

maiis nd boost тыйа share. 

* Good obi elation and managerial skills 4 
+ Creve and receptive to new ides. 1 
+ Ableto wok under ses. 
Нэг 


icone pops. 
* You should be in your 38-48. * 
* Fania with import and саип procedes. 
“The company offer good remuneraton package 
‘proportional o performance. 


Pease sb be followings via ema to The Recruit, esameGelben cum p wilh he 
[m 


7 i Resume sting your enperieaces, sreng and achievements, Altach a теш. 
Photograph (na rema x n 

iî “ening you were ruming a тй store selling vb оле applies, write m. 
soy on how yo wil, sisp by so sag your busis and tes iei ow 
‘rand o become a wel band in бе Роос within 21 years, Focus on ¢ 
cive gis wi fects and dus Ed 


өс х I you are only looking for rice bow, dono apply, This posts is for those who 
"avc passions in the fed of marketing, seme lo market conditions, god. 
understanding of customer behavior, strong urge to see and enjoy seeing 
Miber plans work and, dare to make decisions. 
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Sept. 29 - Cet. 3, 2004 Enjoy up t B0) omi 
9:30 am - 7:00 pm : 
ic ora Өөх шин aud pun Ш 
Edsa cor. Pasong Sama 
(Sormexty Mantrade) 
Makati City For mere dls cl 754739817503794 
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RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 
pics cabe EAD) 


Toe x а, 


1200 noon 
Day before publication 


e The Chairman, Diredors, Officers, Medical Staff and Employes of : E 
ASIAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTER 
Extend their heartfelt condolences to the family of their 
Vice p Eb: cl Medical Director 
Who peacefully joined his [me on Seplenber 26, 2004 al the age oj 64. 


TORT BONIFACIO 


(1% ERITAGE PARK 


Memorial Park 


We shall абар k 27115 СЦ fondly ums lis distinguished 
21221 шшш contributions lo the Jb „Жыш! and ЛЕРІ (215 
Please join us 21) lis ий, ІЗДЕ, “ед; MD, el Hilden (шаа D. e D. MD, 
Chain 9 Rade MD. А. Ree D. Th, LGL USMC бы д. The 


cell the rest of his Ld, in praying or his "cdi peace call happiness. 


His remains lie in state at Capilla dela Virgen, Santuario de San Antonio, 
Forbes Park, Makati City. Funeral Mass and final rites will be held 
on October 1, 2004, Friday; 9:30 AM at the Main Church. 


In lieu of flowers, please give donations to Tuloy Foundation, Inc. 


One Great Ше... an ember smolders ! 
DR QUINTIN J GOMEZ M D AUGUSTO Р. TRINIDAD | gloved 
5 Ф fast Peacefülly joined his Creator and his wife Juanita T the | 
Father of Anesthesiology in the Philippines n September 27, 2004 at the age of 82. World, 
ame Chiddendimiss: Araceli T. Ti that He 
H 
1 ! gave us 
FI His only 
1 Ramirez, & Rally Ramirez begotten 
Лаф | оГ Quezon City 
SE Son, 
42537 | that 
ы = whoever | 
The Anesthesiologist and Father 3 
niger Pana et | Roberta, William. Thomas, ad Edward of Tokyo Japan believes 
 Anesinesciopy - FOUNDER. i inida est Hollywoo i i 
E —- Nestorio T. Trinidad of West Hollywood, CA in Him 
FOUNDER relatives and friends request pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of 
ЭС eos een бнаа Ameo gi xd friends request pi aders to pray for the et ‘pose of shall not 
pod репан 
| First Death Anniversary — September 30, 2004 but have : 
Masses will be held for his intentions in the following churches: кеб 
1. Cardinal Santos Hospital Chapel, бал Juan БЭЭ 
2. Makati Medical Center Chapel 1200 ting 
2 Our Lady ol De La Srada Parsh—Loyole Hghts oC 6:00 pm 
4. Sancluario de Santo Cristo, San Juan 6:00 pm life." 
S. St Jonn he барин Parish vagatenan San Juan | 600рт 
6. Sanctuario de San Jose, Greenhills 6:00 pm. ha 316 
| Т. балошапо de San Antonio, Forbes Рай, Макай 8:00pm 
8: San Jose Seminary Chapel, Loyola нум QC борт 
9: RADIO VERITAS Mass on Air (646 AM station) 1200 
10. Mt Carmel Shine Parish, New Мама OC $20 pm 
11. Si Mark Panen Cathedral = infanta, Quezon E00 pm 
12: Si Jerome Parish, Sio. Domingo, Nuova Ecja 8сорт OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
18: Sozial Action Graca Plena Center, Talavera. Nueva Ecija 8:00 am А 2 
M. Gur Lady Of turns Сыт, Baguio Giy -i 457 An obituary  Atways caring... NICE 
15. Don Bosco Parish, Baguio City E 5: шу identification document (1.0) 
16. 81. Vincent's Parish, Baguio Cit // ^l с 
у ыссы ыт with a picture INQUIRER 
18: Ош Lady ofthe Pilar Cathedral Imus, Cavite сап be a fitting tribute 
18. Paris ol San Roque, Сапегу Batangas OBITUARIES 
Ж. National Sine o ino Sacred Hoar, Makat to your departed NUAGE сас салан 
апа bank-to-bank payments 
loved one. 
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PEOPLE AT WORK PULSE Internet at work 


Training gives companies E 


To quicken your response rates, survey are Jose Суйе! Daen 

Philippine Daily Inquirer and апа Cherrie Layante (kindly 

‘Ateneo CORD willbe giving gift contact Ateneo CORD to 

packages to two respondents to claim your prizes). Please be 

be drawn from those who assured that your responses 

replied forthe month, will be treated with utmost 
‘Winners from last month's confidentiality. 


Arlene D. Ticzon and Gina. 
|. Hechanova 
Contributors. 


DIFFERENT people have differ- 
ent perspectives when it comes to 
training. There are some who 
view it as a waste of time as it 
means being away from work. 
Stil some view it asa welcome that there are still some compa- 
break from work. Others see the nies and bosses who may not re- 
long-term benefits of training -alize the value of employee de- methodologies ex- 


1) Do you have Internet access in your workplace? 
as. b. No (please go directly tothe box below) 

2) How many hours a day do you use the Internet? 

З) What percentage of this on non-work related acivigy?__ 

4) Which of the following sites do you access while at work? 


and look atit as an opportunity to velopment. perienced by the re- (check all that applies) 
develop oneself. Professional skills training spondents, classroom- a. Shopping 
People at Work Pulse conduct- (communication, | business type is still the most fre- b. News 
'c. Entertainment. 


ed a survey to find out how em- ethics) and job-specific or tech- quently experienced (77 per- 
ployees perceive training. How nical skills training programs cent), although the survey also 
Important is training to the em- were cited by majority of respon- shows that other methodologies 
ployee? How importantdo these dents (53 percent). Supervisory, such as on-the-job training or 
Employees think training is to managerial and leadership de- coaching (43 percent), comput- not believe that their organiza- g. Chat rooms, message boards, Friendster, etc. 
theirorgenization? Questionson velopment are also popular er-based training or e-learning tion values training isas much as 


d. Personal e-mail accounts 


the number of training programs kinds of training programs at- (37 percent) and teleconferenc- they do. ‘Gambling 
and the kinds of training pro- tended by the respondents (43 ing (7 percent) are being used as | In today's work environment j. Others 
grams attended, training metho- percent). Forty percent ofthe re- well. The results suggest a where employment for life is be- 5) Which of the following do you do during office hours? 
Gologies experienced, who de- spondents have also attended greater variety of development coming extinct, the new |  (checkallthat applies) 
cides on an employees partici. new employee orientation pro- methods available to employees. paradigm appears to be that Play Internet computer games 
pation in training and the rea- grams while 37 percent have 2 one's security comes from being . Listen to radio or music via Internet 
Sons for attending training gone through customer service Importance of training employable. Training is a vital с. Personal instant messaging 
Programs were also included in training. Around a third of par- _ Respondents were asked how tool towards this end and work- d. Downloading movies/music/software 
the survey. ticipants also reported attending important training is to them. ers would benefit from taking е. Others 
i x programs related to personal de- Ол a scale of 1 to 5 with Sas whatever opportunity is pre- б) Does your company have a policy on computer use? 

Popular training topics velopment (33 percent) and “very important,” their respons- sented to them to hone their a.Yes__b.No 

Thirty readers responded, computer literacy or applica- es gave а mean score of 453. abilities. On the other hand, em- 7) Do you think employers have the right to monitor your 
most of them female (71 per- tions (27 percent). When asked to rank five choices ployers need to realize that peo- | use of the computer? 
cent) and married (56 percent). for attending training programs, ple affect their company's com- Yes__b.No 
‘The mean age ofthe respondents Company programs the top reasons (in order of im- _petitiveness and that training is Name: 
is 30 years old. They come from When asked who decides their portance) were career develop- nota luxury but a necessary in- Gende Age — Cvi Status: 
diverse industries and are spe- participating in taining pro- ment and promotion, company- vestment in maximizing their Nature of Job: 
cialists in their fields. grams, most respondents said pro- mandated, meeting new friends potential. Company Name: 

Eighty-three percent ofthe re- grams меге company mandated and networking. These imply — (ArieneD. Ticzon is a Master of Industry: 
spondents have attended an av. (60 percent). Some also say that that respondents view training Arts candidate in the Industri- ‘Tel/Mobile/E-mail: 
erage of six training programsin they attend because they have as а tool to prepare themselves al/Organizational Psychology 
the past two years. The remain- been recommended by their su- for a targeted position or to program of the Ateneo de Manila. “Май or fax this form or email and text your answers to: 
ing seventeen percent though pervisors to attend the programs equip themselves in doing better Gina Hechanova isa faculty mem- People at Work Pulse 
did not have any training. Asked (40 percent). Thirty percent say іп their current positions. Inter- ber of the Department of Psychol- ‘Ateneo Center for Organization Research and Development 
why this was so, the top two rea- thattheir decision to participate in estingly when asked how impor- ogy in Ateneo and director for Re- 2/F Hoffner Bldg., Social Development Complex, Ateneo de 
Va hat surfaced were because training is a joint decision be- tant do they think training is to search and Organization Develop- | Manila University, Loyola Heights, Quezon Ску Fax No. (632) 426- 
o taining was provided in the tween them and their supervisors. their organizations, the mean ment of Ateneo CORD. For feed. | 6065 Emai: ateneocord@edimueduph or te answer O 
organization and because their Twenty-three percent participate score was 4.20. This suggests back on this article please e-mail | (09208315522. Write: topic Líanswer), 2. (answer), etc. name, 
bosses did not send them to any іл training programs because itis that although employees think Ateneo CORD at ateneocord@ad- gender, status, position, company, address, contact numbers or e-mail 
training program. This suggests their personal choice. training is important, they may mu.edu.ph) 
: f If i lish!’ 

I can’t express myself in English! A toast to the people 

Tita Datu Puang reflect on the interviews you have 
By ci к seston interviewa you bave who let working moms escape 
TAM A GRADUATE of computer are your renghat end weakness rt ; 
science. You see, 1 graduated ез? Try to recall the questions  BAGASBAS, DAET—'ay hello people will slide along with 
last 2002 but I have not com- FORTHE — ff asked and write out the idealan- |9 the full moon for us city є: ? 

So, here 1 ат, g while 


pleted a year of working experi. Anxious Реком => А нез. Then ask friend with a Slaves. Best night to bein Bagas- 


ince. After sending resumes to  ATWORK ш good command of English ло Баз talaga. Inggit kami (smiley ту painter friend finishes а 
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tual basis. I completed ың am i of the content. n А insta Ч 

asis. I completed my con- through self-study? Is there any on the quality of the солем. О ber café for the past half Бош, night sky My twins are at home 


tract and now 1 am again unem- way that I could веса job? Ihope Then, you can move on to the А i 
ployed. Tam doing my best to youcan assist mê with my dlem- next step, rehearse and simulate ving 10 figure out what | with their father бая 1 called 
кы ba T idei Live in жа Thanks for taking time to the interview Do this two times, web share with yon renders fore we finished our lant. they were dancing to Philadel- 
deseas ны teed ney lene Cars fiip tor “кез tcs ей Language Ба ОНХ "Ма Meeting Ман ұнатса pa Оне Эн кышк 


Apu d 5 тіге ne Managing Editor Francine and heed the signs—for them, just burned my cellphone line 
зао ake ап am rani; wardtoyourKindrepy si. tke апу obe sl, медта sent me this text. Yes, and for us. Working moms tend talking about her weekend vip 
Dan ns te ct e acie makes eve efor Tm back in Bagashas, my to keep up a facade of strength to Bolinao with her lola and lolo 


батана | (сон friend or = newest getaway from the and indefatigabilty, sometimes (my, how 7-year-olds can talk 
кете Аралас эргэ зеге Ai egre ewith  guesefiled ether of Manila, to their own detiment. We live up а sommi). The fidge at 
happened to me notonly once but write is the way youspeak,then you Together you сал decide on topics апа wereinthe office at this with this notion that workahol ‘home is stocked, the bills are 
diete tem oL ое ісікке audias. йе C106 pm), pa Mba clam из vins thet bone spall жани of this col. 
rte bet voy бвал caret Engh Nr sation рісі, ool or койма on нм ны БГ во wary, шипширин ыыы шин dede perde and 
failed to pass the interviews. а four нек aa Ғе ба Уо RENE а зе жете інің text кю рый Те the EOM family urge 
Men ie edel. up meleste babei a paad nay mere, Бан Май, олі мийн кй Карх we рас ш та, “Wie t Ml то! Hehe- 
m Ы a from ке си lg н ЧЕ энер лла Энх kaans daigios wet естен Tei phg 
arabe акаи тойан г тубаса Тарасава Уа зік р ы ыл зин сара воа илтан 
glish that much. This is the reason Тһе good news is you are not would engage me in Italian con- ‘when one of us has to hie away grow further away from the You just have to thank God 
Wy I hesitate to apply with call alone. There are many college versation 20 minutes, threetimesa 400 decompress. | truth: Tam tired. 1am streseed.1 everyday for people as sweet as 
center companies, though I want graduates, who experience the week. You see, just like you I strug- ‘Much has been written about need to rest. People around us these guys. 
to workin a cali center very much. same difficulties with the lan- gle with my kalian. how working moms need our think мете superwomen and (біла Abuyuan-Llanes is edi- 
e imi iem ти Mem eap wil “Захих иг wank io ықы. Ses мн cl i taaa рн Hr E 
н ае relie уой ie Jour arcos. MM IO NUR aE yas.” сы E ырык ТО ноге D ны 
Sopa Гарей a We of tine EnglhlanpeepeCenmrpmchey Wacoal job as to why you were Ме an be in tum fueled (0 what we ped amd wur 2 biel sene ipo orkid ie 
Seeing Rub раны and шэйгэ им The саа notre Мазура запер. ‘arte Ош Бийи work: bak sad (іу етеу о uk Мей жн Иш 
sue e gur l о бсн Манева ты саш pomme бы um Ма ос iar md мий; н Бэй. ahorkiangelbecauewemeut works and ИШ te Б поя 
Come wth мум because I ngco-developed with Fiaish Lie, commen. Coviowsiy you have  CietbettecBurthereismoder giving them 100 pere cf yoa om he NIS ele 
don’t seem to improve. eS зас edet ume diea uA хну жом ескек эеси we uL аан, air PN сы Б ИШ ил, 
Tama bookworm.Iloveread- based in New York. The course of- no company is willing to take you, the peoplewholether.Theycan ing them. “You need a break,” September issue of Working Mom 
ing, Belen, dicionary educa: feng aus at бархигд ha- yourigit want to uy conrmacng ЭМЕ ЕШ our movement, che they will eny sincerely theyre magazine with Marjorie Barretto 
Е mS ома E an RE Mfr малын Î бтк Ot се ees Thay бы» жый е ис к= шык ына 
magazines, almost everything ing customized language lessons give you'a job that will force you KOW when the lights in our signs. And if you yourself are at gina llanesQabs.pinoycen- 
in English. [even love watching (ог participants. When we open, 1 to speak the language at work Senare dimming, like a switch likewise well tuned-in to your tralcom. Also, please send in 
foreign movies and shows. This would like to offer you a scholar- Таке care of yourself. God bless. inside us is slowly but constant- body, your psyche, and your your nominees for the first Work- 


iswhyt à eal r ly turning toward ‘low’ They emotions, youll take that ing Mom of the Year Awards. 
лс e Tasted ire (Ms Puangeo is CEO and chair f ech us staring out the window break Even if you cant really Please call Maria or Lou at 415- 


Thave this weakness. But January is a long time to Ancilla Enterprise Development і P 2 

лыны ss special course най Би ноо who E daper Олай Son авас А іі белі, then рар afford one because И ум 2172 lue 4644 for дамы 
Бет 1 dant hare a sable ie ately jobless, Meantime, what eruillondviced@encliaedccom- “Рі Dursuing another task be- wort take i, these wonderful entry forms) 
соте to finance my schooling. Is сап you do? One is to recall and ph or fax to 892-2902.) 


What it takes to succeed as a journalist 


From page B16 know every aspect of the job to key is an open mind. 71% only if with why do people do it, why are for almost 21 years now and she's Ressa loves how her job chal 

effectively use the medium to get you're open to the story and to the they interested in it, what mori- sil excited about it every single lenges her to be the best she сап 
"ou go into joumalism because the message across. “Seventy-five people youre with that you getas vates people who do it, and what is time. Talkative by nature, she re- Ье. “it pushes you in every aspect, 
you believe the world can be better. percent of what you are going (о much as you pur in. 1 think that’s it they get passionate abou.” She minds journalists to temper that ex. intellectually, physically emotion- 
‘And you demand it" According to remember is not what 1 write for. the challenge.” believes that if you can achieve incitement a bit to make way for anal- ally, spiritually” Itis a responsibili- 
the Princeton honor graduate, jour- you—i’s going to be what you Another partis research and get- putting all these together, then you ysis and objective thinking, “You аі. ty that she takes seriously and pas, 
пайы» can prepare for the task by see and what you hear so it’s like ting facts straight. But according to have the complete key to a good ways want wo find outif you can get sionately She doesn't ste herself 


leaming imemational relations, putting a puzzle together” By Ressa, some facts can never be in- хоту tothe coreof the person you're talk- doing the exact same thing 20 
polities and economics because having a solid technical and edi- тейесшайу distilled with emodons Qi. р ida ingtoso you can getthe sto” | years from now. In fact, she would 
these areas wil help in putting соп. torial background, Ressa believes ог motivation. “think in every sto- Objective thinking “Journalism also anchors Ressa to love to start a life outside televi- 
text well for every story А good that you can successfully deliver ry that is always what you are “The coolest partis we're paid to the child in her, Her job affords her sion but for now, she is still driven 
grasp of the technical and editorial а story. putting together the intelectual go talk to people,” says Ressa of her the chance to live through the lives with the duty to open the eyes of 
ide ofthe business would also be Every joumalist should have the idea of what its about and yet at job. She's been paid, quite substan- of people she writes about. “You the world and is sill constantly at 
helpful desire to find the key to unlock the е same time you want to make it tally to talk to people from differ- live vicariously through them.” амеалд reveling in the wonder of 
‘According to Ressa, one must story Ressa suggests that part ofthe interesting. You have to hook it up ent walks of Ше, all over the world, А self-confessed control freak, other people'slives. 
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What it takes to succeed as a journalist 


By Candy G. Villanueva 
Contributor 


SHE was bom in the Philippines, 
raised in New York and has been all 
aver the globe to cover life-changing 
events and talk to the most influential 
and powerful people in the world. 
Now, Maria Ressa has come full circle. 
As bureau chief for Cable News Net- 
work international, Inc. (CNN), Ressa 
has set up camp in Макаі? most con- 


troversial hotel, the Oakwood, to cov. 
er events for Southeast Asia. Settled 
Баск in her home country, Ressa is in 
an introspective moment of her life as 
she looks back on what she has 
achieved and shares some insights 
along the way. 


Background 

То be an effective and successful jour- 
alist, the natural course would be to start 
with a.solid educational background оп 


Career TALES 
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broadcast journalism or mass communi- 
cations. Maria Ressa took the different 
route and still made it a$ one of the coun- 
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пуз, and even the worlds, most respected 
broadcast journalists. In fact, she started 
in a field alien to the broadcasting arena. 
Her choice, molecular biology at Prince- 
ton. However, it didnt take her long to 
discover that pre med wasnt her calling. 
She oon shifted to English and graduated 
‘with full honors. 

Afer graduation came the desire for 
searching. "In the States, I never felt com- 
pletely American,” confesses Ressa. "As. 
Soon as I finished college I didn't want to 
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workin corporate America so I applied for a Ful 
bright scholarship." The scholarship allowed her 
to take up graduate studies їп the University of 
the Philippines while she rediscovered her roots. 

Before long, Ressa was introduced to televi- 
sion and later worked with Cheche Lazaro to 
form "The Probe Team." As producer and direc- 
tor ofthe show, CNN took notice of Ressa and of- 
fered her the position of bureau chief for Mani- 
h. 


Broadcasting ladder 

The climb up the broadcasting ladder was 
quick for Ressa. Before long, she took over as bu- 
feau chief of Jakarta then eventually, Southeast 
Asia. As bureau chief, Ressa runs and heads the 
news-covering body. “I'm in charge of editorial, 
basically the position the network takes on any 
story determine which news item gets the cov- 
erage, how we tackle the tony who are the peo 
ple we interview and how many people ог re- 
Sources do we put on per story 

Covering events thar define history, Ressa is 
on top of everything and on the scene way be- 
fore everyone else. When the Philippine Ambas- 
зайг house in Jakarta was bombed for exam- 
ple, Ressa was there nor only to cover but also to 
help out. "When we got there he (ambassador) 
was sil in the car after the bomb exploded be- 
cause it was a block away from the office,” she 
remembers. Rising above her journalistic in- 
Stine, she put aside her recorder and notebook 
and helped the victim away from the car into the 
ambulance. 

Ress'scuriculum vitae isa long and compre- 
hensive ls of award-winning stories and excl 
sive interviews. To name a few, she has inter- 
viewed past and present heads of the States in- 
cluding the county's former presidents, former 
US President ВШ Clinton, Pakistan Prime Minis- 
ter Benazir Bhutto, former Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohamad and Singapores * 
Senior Minister Le Kuan Yew: Recipient of sev- 
eral prestigious awards, Ress was known 10 
have done first exclusive interviews with incom- 
ing leaders like the Philippines Gloria Macapa: 


TOWEL. Rising 32 storeys above makati, 


galAmoyo, Indonesia's BJ Habibie and 
it features amenities unparalleled 


Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi, She 
was also the only reporter from a western orga- 
nization to get an exclusive interview with In- 
donesia's former President Suharto, one year af- 
ter he was forced to step down from power. 


Reinventing reporting 

Ressa takes the importance of responsible 
journalism in building a nation seriously. This is 
because according to her, the country s develop- 
mentis greatly hampered by the negativsm fos- 
tered by most journalists. “I think that percep- 
Чоп becomes reality. We have to tell what the 
mensis but we need to also be open. To see how 
we are impacting the societies we live in and 1 
think that sis the point that we are missing in 
the Philippines" 

Ressa adds that our type of reporting feasts on 
circus acts to push ratings. She urges journalists 
to refrain from "he said, she said reporting” and 
focus on the facts instead of the drama, "We re 
port on different paris fighting each other ye 
we don’ know whether they re credible figures. 
We don't say whether their debate is even rele- 
vant to anything and yet we keep reporting ће 
said, she said.” What’ the point?” 

“Journalists should be clear on the fine line 
that separates news from gossip. Ressa advises 
to look at history, the context of the story, the 
background of the people involved and the hid 
den agendas. "fs looking at it in a broader con. 
text and in that sense you can see with greater 
dari 1 think that is what we should be de- 
manding;"she says. 


Good stories 
Ressa reminds aspiraáts not to go into broad. 
сая joumalism because they want to be on TV 
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By Budjette G. Tan 
Contributor 


HERE were no comic book 
stores in Manila during the 
early '80s, which made com- 

ic book collecting very difficult. 

Аз a kid, 1 remember finding tattered 
copies of "House of Mystery" and "House of 
Secrets” in my toy chest, probably left there 
by one of my uncles. One secret didn't know 
was that some of those comic books were 
drawn by Filipinos. 

Back then, there was no Google to check 
who's who in the comic book world. So, it was 
э good thing my dad gave me a copy of ^Histo- 
ту of Komiks in the Philippines and 
Countries, a thick, hardbound book that con- 
tained a directory and biographies of Filipi 
comic book artists. Here are some interesting 
trivia T found. 


"708-2805 heyday 

“Batman” was once drawn by a Pinoy 
named Alfredo Alcala, But he got internation- 
al recognition for his work on "Voltar" a ааг 
acter he created, inspired by the "Conan the 
Barbarian” novels 

Years later, Alcala became one of Marvel's 
long running artists om the "Conan" comic 
book series. 

Alcala was recruited to DC Comics in 1972 
by editors Carmine Infantino and Joe Orlan- 
do, and Filipino artist Tony de Zuniga. At DC, 
De Zuniga worked on "Batman" and “Super. 

and for Marvel, he illustrated "Thor" 
"X-Men" and also "Conan the Barbarian” for 
eight years. 

Nestor Redondo was another artist discov- 
егей during that 1972 talent search. He did 
his tour of duty on DC's horror tiles before he 
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In One Cup 


Apanya uw 


That's the noise 
made by the grand 
entrance of 2bU!’s 
special issue on 
comic books and 
their creative 
authors and 
illustrators. This 

is one issue 

inthe brightest 
living color. Simply 
irresistible reading! 


Did you know that some 
ofthe world's most 
popular comic books 
and graphic novels 
were drawn or created 
by Filipinos? 


жаз eventually tasked to take over the art 
chores for the critically acclaimed “Swamp 
Thing.” 

Back in the '80s, I was a big fan of the Spi- 
der-Man comic strips in the newspapers and 
was amazed to find out that these were drawn 
by Floro Dery. He illustrated the syndicated 

Man" strips from 1982 to 1992. 

Tt would take another decade before the 
‘world would see a new influx of Filipino tal- 
ent into the comic book studios. 


"906 constellation 

Whilce Portacio rose to fame as an artist for 
Marvel's “Uncanny X-Men" in the 90. He be- 
came a household name in Manila when he 
published the comic book "Stone" about a 
Pinoy action star who battled creatures that 
were based on Philippine mythology. 

Whilce also established Starfire Studios 
here in the Philippines, where he trained 
artists Ше Leini Francis Yo, Gerry Alanguilan 
and Edgar Tadeo. 


Yu and Alanguilan recently finished map- 
ping out the Man of Steels history іп "Super- 
man: Birthright.” But before they drew the 
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manaoag na mga 


Comics vanguard 
Gerry Alanguilan 
is nowa far cry 
from the angry 
young man who 
created the violent 


By Linus Velasco Tiu comic book. But 


2ЫЛ Correspondent қ салу 
his creative juices 


AD this interview ў, 099 z 5 em 5 
taken place, say Fs, 5 2 remain 
in 1995, during “5 Ф 3 wt 
the creation of his semi- 15: 4: 2 к. КАЙС unstoppable 


nal, ultra-violent under- 

ground book, “Wasted” 

(a tale of one man's de- Hut to Lastikman. 

cent into violence and 1722-2 1 did not think about Arnold 
madness), I could've end- : БС? E Se c Ж ТЭ әлгіптеішің But ae con 
ao ӘН АЛШЫ Ато would be the perlet 


SEHR е; artist for it. 1 still can't believe 
within the pages of his Атой accepted the assign- 


comic book, hopefully. e E ment, îm in heaven because of 
But lucky for me, Gerry Alan- Е А | it 
guilan, inker for titles such as E ы 4 Let's talk about “Wasted 
"Superman" and "Мед pen- 01 3 The Movie.” How close is it 
«ег for the indie book, "rhe Ё + | NES from being finished? 
Ochlocrat" (a sci-fi adventure ed Still а long way to go, but 
about a journalist vigilante), and Tve not given up on it yet. It's 
practically a prime mover of the a totally independent pro- 
new Filipino comics, has lost duction, with the director, 
his homicidal urges. In fact, he's Noel Lim, bringing im his 
quite the happy, accommodating own money for te most part 
guy who wrote at the start of this and me helping out however 
email interview, “шл may 1 сап, Ive also gained some 


misconceptions, man, lets leave | 2 х weight after 1 got married, 
itin, kasi other people may have s e and its tough bringing it 
them, too’—to allay my dis- back down to how | was 
claimer of being a comic book Еа when we were shooting, 
commoner. E Lastly it's known that 
The Laguna-based artist has ) 2 3 picea you created "Wasted" 
come a long way after Ў 2 Ж languilanisaprimemover (1996) as а form of 
making the decision to цасан catharsis during a trying 
pursue comics over archi- time in your life. But it 
tecture, despite the admo- to create their own comics has been years since 
nitions of friends and fami- ти sensibiles diferent Ivehad, ifany. Ido receive letters ал online equivalent tothe muse- then and you got married last 


iy members: But dont take Tan бага estos the and e-mails once in a while about um that I'm slowly building, 2002. How does it feel now to 
my word for it—discover ч Ё Philippines Һай. These cre. Some work that I had made and which сап be found here at play your violent lead charac- 
bits and pieces of бепу Gori grew up on comics how it had inspired people in wwwkomikerocon/museum. | (ег Eric? 

Alanguilan for yourself, as from America, Europe and their own lives and work. Let's talk about “Lastikman.” іс was very hard trying to find 
he shares his thoughts on ‘Japan and theircomics re. 1 do try to make young artists How did you end up writing it the anger, which triggered 
Filipino comics, his new É flected that not only in the today aware of the great body of and Arnold Arre drawing it? Is "Wasted" in the first place. | 
projects ('Lastikman” „and Stories and ап that they Work that our older generation of this your first time to write for mean, m completely happy 
"Wasted: The Movie"), and 5 B Created, but as well as in comic artists created. My small comics? now. All the stories Гуе been 
why he's no longer wasted А | The format of the comis Soup of artists herein Laguna iy Tve done some published writ- making lately have been idiotic 


after all these years. ! 5 BER themselves. to do what we сап to share the ing before, like "Wasted" and over-the-top comedies. So it was 
Itseems the comic indus- WB A Tee the 90s as the Works ofthese great masters with "Tales of the Big City” for Pulp terribly difficult to get into that 
try here has picked up quite bith of the new Philip. today’s generation. Last Decem- Magazine. "Lastikman," however, “Wasted” mode again. Noel Lim. 


abit, ifnot in terms of sales, 4 BÉ Dine comics industry, bet we held che first San Pablo would be my very first writing- genius that he is, recognizes that 
at least in terms of expo- ж X hich is steadily grow. City Comics Art Festival, where only gig. Mango Comics ар. andhe riles me up every time we 
sure. How has the "New x ing with each passing We exhibited some 150 pieces of proached me about the idea of need to shoot. Нез crazy He'd 


Wave”—is that the proper 22 x anwork. writing "La early last insult me, say things about my 


term?—of Pinoy comics Нон can you de. Tm also trying to putupa mu- year, on the strength of the writ. weight, my- writing, whatever 
grown since the 9047 4 scribe your contribu. Sum dedicated to Philippine ing Thad done on my mini-comic, And he can get me really angry 

‘A proper term has yet to be E - tions to the growth of comics herein San Pablo Ciry. Ive "Crest Нш Burt Shop.” Mango But at rhe end of it, think it only 
coined, but yes, with the fall of та comics? already converted my apartment wanted “Lastikman” to be funny, served the movie. 1 really hope 


the great komiks industry in the 3 1 really cant tell into a small museum of sons, and they hoped that {could bring ме сал get back ro doing it again 
"90s, many young artists sought what kind of influence Which I show to visitors. There is the comic sensibilities of Crest soon. 


Pinoys in the panels 


From page CI to work with Alex Ross, and bas 
m helped make the comi book ver 
last son of Krypton, they actually helped m е 
занадто Ru ue. Som of "Ваше of the Planers” а 
“Aster: The Last Celestial Certified hit! 

Me eh жа publica by Francis Мапар is the lucy 
Entity Comics in cooperation SUY Who gets rb draw the sexy 
with the Philippine-based curvesof "Witchblade. | 

Зүг эл Эгүлэ Carlos Pagulayan drew "Elek 

Tee peeled by Oley - tra" in her sexier and mare deadly 
abedraand inked by Alangullan. Poses, and is now charting the 
Two other artis who worked on айу years of the deadly mutant 
Derek ta books "Emma Frost with isinker Den 
were Yu and Jay Anacleto. nis Crisostomo. 

атасы later became famous _ Another Filipino artist geting 
be отаг ап rave reviews is Adrian Alphona, 
sglein Mia" Anacletos next аз. Cocreator of Marvels “Run 
mE A a каше ену. аман” His cleanin, animation 
tures taken by cameraman Phil cela" style has made this book a 
‘Sheldon in Kurt Busiek’s "Marvels Tnaway success. 

2: Eye of the Camera.” кйш 

J. Torres is one of just two Fil- What's next? 
ip ee aie омо о. Today there is an active comi 
in the American comic book field. book scene in the Philippines. 
1р йе Атса party. Lots of Pinoy comic book creators 
He gor noticed for is COPY". are oue there, geting their stories 
ital work about a Filipino comic Printed in whatever form they 
ical work about а Filipino omi Can “afford: manually photo- 
book writer in Canada. Tomes has Copied or printed offset, in color 
Зее eie Or in black-and-white. 

A Teen Tans Gol" “бопе books have atracted a 
Filipino writer who also happens large fan base and get good sup- 
to draw his own stores. His Kiss. Рп from their readers. For most, 
iw арыш forthe However itis a constant battle i 


2002 Elsner Awards—the Oscar convince the typical comic book 
Awards for eniai books. buyer to spend his hard-earned 

allowance/salary on a local com 
Other notables ic book rather than on his favorite 


The nex: ime you go to a com. SeperMuantide 
е E he wors Вш it is encouraging to note 
i go Or ПОО о Fi. thar the Manila Critics Circle has 
را وک‎ Seen it fit to include comic books 
Lan Medina, who did work for 880 graphic novels among the 
aglan Medina, who did wor fo categories of its annual National 
ant aw Nenos “lla. ` Book Awards. Its also good to see 
He's currently illustrating the that bookstores have begun car 
most emotional alien to explore Ying graphic novels on their 
اد‎ E O Space "Silver Surfer shelves. For their exemplary 
um EET Xs ыы SIT now living werk Pinoy comics talents de 

the fanboy’s dream of being able Sere such support, and more. 
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By Nifio Mark M. Sablan 
МЛ Correspondent 


T HE SPECIAL-EDITION cover 


of “Ang Kagila-Gilalas Na 
Pakikipagsapalaran ni 
Zsazsa Zaturnnah” is a winner. The 
mint green and melon colors are so 
beautiful that you can't help but 
check your tongue from time to 
time because youre reminded of 
minty melons. And those water- 
melon-sized boobsies! They actual- 
ly remind you of huge salted eggs. 

On the cover, our dear superheroine poses 
prettily—head thrown back, eyes closed, lips 
туей into a smile, arms wrapped around 
herself. Very dainty, anti-fight mode. 

‘But don't let this pose deceive you. You may 
assume that Zsazsa Zaturnnah is capable only 
of flirting with Superman or Mulawin, but do 
рап with your cash, read the graphie novel in 
Gne sitting and realize that our voluptuous bi- 
da can also kick butt—and how! 


Extra goodies 

First printed in November 2003 as a two- 
part mini-series, "Ang Kagila-Gilalas” is now 
available as a special-edition copy with extra 
goodies (ust like a DVD): four special full-col- 
or posters and a commentary from the author, 
Carlo Vergara. The volume is а recipient of a 
Manila Critics Circle National Book Award. 
Bongga, ha? 

What isn't neat, though, is the fact that af- 
ter the cover, no other page is colored (except 
the posters, of course). With characters and a 
storyline this colorful, lovely hues would've 
added so much more life to the comic book. 

The whole story is really nothing 
new—you know, discovery of superpowers, 
encounter with villains, fight fight fight and 
then victory. But “Ang Kagila-Gilalas... "is ac- 
tually a fresh cake on the usual superhero sto- 
ry with lots of relatable images and dialogue. 
"The lines are in Filipino, by the way. 

“The comic book with the lengthy title stars 
‘Ada, a stiff, serious and boring gay beautician 
who transforms into the va-va-voom Zsazsa 
Zaturnnah after swallowing a mysterious 
stone that fell from the sky. Yes, it's Darna in 
drag. 

‘Together with his best friend Didi—an 
equally gay fellow bursting with vigor, one- 
liners and eternal baby fat Zsezsa discovers 
that he has incredible superpowers: great 


OSSA ean айл 25 


дл; RRR SI: 


The riotous adventures 
of our fave drag 
queen-superheroine 
are now available 

as a special-edition volume 
with extra goodies 


strength, highjump capability and bullet- 
proof cuffs a la Wonder Woman. Or, as he puts 
it, "lakas ng katawan, talas ng isipan and tibay 
ng dibdib.” 


Haute-couture posse 

ОГ course, everybody knows that with su- 
perheroes up front, super villains can’t be far 
behind. Zsazsa's nemesis is the English-speak- 
ing Queen Femina Suarestellar Baroux, who 
is always accompanied by her Amazonistas, a 
Spice Girls-inspired posse in haute couture 
with names like Nora A. and Vilma S. 

The highlight of the story is undoubtedly 
the showdown between Zsazsa and Queen 
Femina, but other memorable scenes include. 
Zsazsa's encounter with Ada's decaying dad, 
and the “Thats Enterrainment"/“Master 
Showman"-worthy battle formation of the 
 Amazonisas. 

"Ang Kagila-Gilalas” is a riotously enter- 
taining read that is worth sharing with every- 
опе you know. The witty gay lingo is re- 
strained and easily understandable to straight 
souls, yet its still very funny. Illustrations are 
eye-catching and impressive, with drawing 
styles jumping from local komiks to DC/Mar- 
vel to manga. 

The gay themes—Ada’s issue with his fa- 
ther and the simple fact that Zsazsa Zaturn- 
malis alter ego is а flaming drag queen with 
superpowers—is engaging, although the spe- 
cial affection of town heartthrob Dodong for 
Ада is pretty surprising due to a lack of back- 
ground on his character. 

"Ang Kagila-Gilalas” deserves two (even 
three!) manicured thumbs up for its Pinoy па 
Pinoy creativity and entertainment value. 
Carlo Vergara is a genius, and Zsazsa deserves 


E-mail the author at marksablan_2bu@ya- 
hoo.com 
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"The expansion is a testament to our utmost faith in 


the Philippines and the Filipino talent!" 
- Dan Reyes, Country Manager 


ClientLogic expands to the City of Pines, 
inaugurates new facility 


Baguio City is ал ideal place for vacations and holidays. Its mountaintop ambience and col relaxing environs make it 
suitable for get-togethers among family and friends who like to spend time away from the hustle and bustle of the big city. 


But more than just a scenic vacation choice, the City of Pines is now home to the county's newest contact 
center—ClientLogic Philippines. To be inaugurated today, ClentLogic is among several companies that have made 
substantial investments in the cty—not only fr its inviting surrounding, but more so—because it is deemed as а viable 
commercial business district (CBD) in the northern part of the county. Unlike other contact centers that have set up 
faciities ether in Metro Manila, Cebu or Davao, ClientLogic has found its own place in the north-~at the very heart of 
Luzon and a thriving area for business and commerce. 


ClentLogic Philippines country manager Dan Reyes said this new office is a catalyst of growth and development for 
Baguio City. With ClientLogic's presence in the area, Baguio is now considered опе of the country's reputable business 
centers, with globally affliated companies like Clenttoic he added. 


This year, ClientLogic has invested about P320 milion in erecting the new Baguio site at the Baguio Export Processing 
"Zone along Loakan Road. This brings the company’s investments in the country to a total of P1.2 bilion. 
More jobs and decentralization 

Clientogic in Baguio City also means additional jobs for 850 local residents and from nearby areas. So far, CliemtLogic 
has provided jobs for close to 2,500 Нїрпо workers, majority of whom are new graduates. The investment is a direct 
answer to President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo”s сай for the creation of jobs. ClientLogic has heeded the Presidents call 
and is one with her commitment to help improve the lives of many by providing more jobs. 


Another point in President Arroyo's pledge that was addressed here is the "decentralization of progress." Setting up a 
facility in Baguio is equivalent to а renewed trust in this northern community. Helping the national government achieve 
this goal is also рап of ClientLogic’s present government assistance to help boost the country's other key cities. 


Helping meet business targets 

їй terms of meeting business targets, more employers are given equal opportunity via ClientLogi's various contact 
center services. Numerous industry leaders choose ClientLogic to manage their customer relationships for one reason: 
ClentLoic helps its cients achieve a competitive advantage by delivering best-in-class outsourcing solutions that reduce 
service costs, improve customer retention and increase revenue per customer. Because of this, the playing field among 
huge and small companies is now even, with the assistance given by firms tke ClentLogic. 


Award for CEO Garner 

True to this objective, ClentLogic's President and CEO Dave Gamer was given the 2004 Influential Leader award by 
CRM Magazine. Gamer received the prestigious award for his significant achievements in company and cient growth 
and by leading the industry through a strategic shift in how to approach contact center outsourcing—right-shore 
outsourcing. CRM Magazine recognized Gamer for his significant impact їп the customer care service industry and 
helping companies increase their business potentials to significant numbers. 


Globally, CliemtLogic is a subsidiary of Canadian diversified company Onex Corporation. It operates in 53 locations in 
12 counties throughout North America, Europe and Asia. Clentlogic offers an international suite of services including 
integrated customer acquistion, list management and brokerage, database design and development, multi-channel 
customer and technical support (phone, fax, етай, chat, self-help, etc), eCommerce services and warehousingufilment. 
Тһе company is among the top five global contact center providers, managing more than 140 milion customer 
interactions in 2003 


lientLogic, Philippines is а joint venture between Cllentogic and Salmat, Australia's largest customer 
communications company. For ClientLogics local operations, the company has plans of setting up another facility in the 
south in the future. 


Part of the grand plan 

Indeed, expect ClientLogic to lead the business community in Baguio and make the area more suitable for commerce 
and industry apart from being the country’s Summer Capital. Helping improve the business landscape of this country Б 
part of ClientLogi's overall plans and blueprint. 
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Philippines Inc. 
Ortigas Center 


Baguio City 
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We Think Like А Customer 


MESSAGES 


Greetings 


му heartfelt greetings о the officals and employees of Clenogi on the 9 
opening of her latest Baguo stel 


1 laud ClentLogics expansion program in the City of Pines at a time when 
‘other multinational companies are setting up offices in commercial business 
dtes ike Cebu and Davao, This contributes to our administration's goal of 
‘econgesting the countrys key cies and encouraging businesses in other 
developing areas, Cllenogks Baguio operations аво underscore the 
continued vabiity of Philippine economy and serve to encourage other 
companies to invest in the county 


More than the P320 milion investment by ClientLogc in erecting its Baguio | „; 
city, its the additional 850 job opportunites that wil be open to Нїрго Ў 
‘workers that wil make the most difference in their ves. Wilh this, numerous human resource 
Workers nost new graduates wil be provided proper raining, exposure and experience in working at 
a customer serce frm that is world-class in technology and innovation. 


| urge CiientLogic to continue providing excellent customer care service to its existing and future елі, 
By working together, we can push forward to success and progress for the entire Flipino people. 


Again, congratulations to ай of you! 
a 2 222 


"President 
Republic of the Philippines 


| would йе to express my warmest felicitations to ClientLogic Philippines for 
the opening of is newest ste in the City of Pines! 


We are at a crucial time right now yet ClentLogic is here to open a new 
байгу wl heip boost busines ороли for ts valued een 
and publics as wel 


The national government ful supports the operations of ClentLogic in : 
Baguio аз it 8 expected to provide significant employment 10 numerous 
Flipinos inthis part of the archipelago. "vate companies ike ClentLogi 
continues to form а web of support for the government їл terms of rewing 
tp the countrys economic engines to provide more jobs and manage better 
customer sence for its existing cent base. 


With its global network, Clentogi also offers the much-needed expertise in the 
customer care ousourcing market thats presently enjoying huge growth and expansion nowadays. Clentogic 
рал of ths expanding Busness portfolio that helps the economy become robust and more acte. 
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Department of hade snd ташу | 


Congratulations and more power to ClntLogic! Mabuhay! 


| extend ту warmest greetings to ClientLogic Philippines, Inc. as а new 
member of the PEZA Family, It also gies me great pleasure to congratulate 
Clenttog Phippines, Inc. on the inauguration of its second contact center 
Ste ın the Philippines. 


CCentLagic is а leading international business process outsourcing (BPO) 
plonder in the contact center and fulfilment industry operating in 53 
сопот in 12 counties wordwide. In the Philippines, ChentLogic has 
almost 2,500 employees and in ine ath the country and PEZAS program to 
disperse economic әсіміу 10 the countysde, has decided to put up its 
Second contact center faclty in Baguio Cty 


энэ. 


PEZA is indeed proud to be host to an industry leader locating at our Baguio Sb 
City Economie Zone. We are Мене grateful to have ChentLogic Philippines, ff, 
Inc as a partner in our mission to provide quality employment to cur people. 


Lam confident that Clienttogic Philippines, Inc. wil continue its succes and will continue to grow its 
Philippe operators, 


‘Again, congratulations and MABUHAYIII ` 3 


Atty. Lilia de Lima 
Director General 
Philippine Economic Zone Authority 


Let me greet my colleagues at ClntLogic for the grand inauguration of our 
newest Baguo faci 


Today marks а momentous occasion for all of us at ClentLogic as we continue 
10 expand our local operations. Pronding employment to more Filipinos and 
лїп the local economy are definitely part of our investment. 


желеді; we provide the best contact center services for companies that 
tant to improve ther sernces—al for thee dents хаівіастоп. As a new and 
aggressive player ın the Phppine contact center industry Clentlogc hopes to 
acheve our corporate goals and obectves with a frm commitment and focus 


in ine with that, CllntLogic worldvede is also deeply committed 10 the 
fealzation of our vision m banging more business opportunites for our 


mous тл 
Lt 22 


Dave Garner 
CEO 
Glienttogic. 


| wish CleniLogic in the Philippines good luck! 


Арон me to congratulate my colleagues at ClentLogic Philippines! 


We celebrate today with great pride and confidence for the formal 
inauguration of our newest facty m the county. Сїепіодс 6 а new 
player in the contact center industry. We are the first contact center in 
Baguio City and the opening of ths latest faciity is part of our ongoing 
expansion program that seeks to help and assst our business partners 
acheve ther targets. 

With that, we become а catalyst for growth and development in this part of 
the country and also help boost the local economic aciuty through our 
business partners’ commercal ізімен 


More power to Clentogic and our business endeavors in the futurel 


Dan Reyes 
Country Manager 
Clienttogic Philippines 
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Anatomy | 
ofa Superhero 


" ‘Catherine 
The typical x quede 
К герен НЕ BIRTH of a superhero is 
crusader often a result of death and 


tragedy Bruce Wayne lost 
ївайва. i imde elles Melun 
double life, Dick Grayson was orphaned during 
i a circus performance and became 
wan Robin. Clark Kent grew up to be 
ordinary day Superman after һе was separated 
job and an бот his Kryptonite parents. Peter 
Parker learned responsibility the 

extraordinary ` hard way when his uncle died, and 


nightlife г. 


Ў Makati Palace Hotel 


5011 P. Burgos St., corner Caceres Sts. Makati City 
‘The most friendly business hotel in Makati. 


“Room for as low as P1,299 per person 


Inclusion Highlights: 

Е Heat up your callers with a'serving of the hottest. 
Ful Hot Bullet Breakfast at Caesar's Cofee Shop 

24 нз. Сое Shop hits from SMART Caller Ringtunes. So spicy, 


they'll love to call again and again for more. 
Another hot treat from SMART! 


la available Banquet packages for: 
+ Wedding and Debut For as tow as Р22,000- 
+ Baptismal For as low as P17,000 ++ 


ists are кіре cans win prior пан) 
rorreservarion, cat: 899-0344 


Website: www.makatipalacehotel.com.ph 
da: mpalacehotel tph 


"To Live Without You 
Imagine 101076 


+ Send POP to 286 for more POP Ringtunes 


Freee Treat You Т 

Gusto mo ba ng mas MALAKI? е ie Teer Шш 
The Mongols Balt Nga BaF Vocis 

Gusto mo ba ng mas MALAMIG? МЕЕ epum | Мин 
Gusto mo ba ng таз MURA? Pose ir eta 
Jennifer Ventura Hanggang Sasi 101176 


+ Send OPM to 286 for more OPM Ringtunes 


Tara na sa Julia Vargas Avenue... 


STARS Title Ringio 
Sarah Geronimo Sarah The Teen Princess 100891 
Tara na sa Christian Bautista Inspiration 101136 


Sheree 04-Sheree 100496 
Rachelle Anne Go Ако Na Lang Kausapin Мо 100885 


PINAKABAGONG 


+ Send STARS to 286 for more STARS Ringtunes 
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17... download! 
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DECIMAL 
€ List of newest ringtunes WHATSNEW 


Piedra j 
қ [5] ASHINTO т” 


dy eee aan 


Know Title and Ring ID IRING LIST «friend's cellphone number» || 
of a Friend's Ringtune (Ex. RING LIST 09208140940) 


Help (for more info on new features) HELP 
Sepa ce sa RTS = TET” 


1 Click on Amazing Stuff link from 
VIA WAP 


ARTLINOLSTRIES 


SMART wapsite then select 


Maristan 
i Caller Ringtunes i 


Listen 84 U Download! | 
VIA WEB ‘Log on to 
http://ring.smart.com.ph/smart 
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Anatomy ofa SU 


From page DI 


later became Spiderman. 

‘The datk origin of the superhero may 
permanently casta shadow over the rest 
of his story. But then again, this just il- 
lustrates how goodness can still come 
‘out of profound loss. Many super-vil- 
lains аге born out of similar back- 
grounds, yet they choose to take the 
contrary path. 

Peter Coogan, author of "The Secret 
Origin of Superheroes” (2002), defines a 
superhero as “а heroic character with a 
selfless, prosocial mission; who possess- 
es superpowers, advanced technology, 
mystical abilities or highly-developed 


Ces Cabangon 
Сао 


IN these days of confusion, mayhem 
and difficulty, who do we look up to for 
succor? Heroes are great, but they fly 
too high. Anti-heroes, on the other 
hand, are closer to who we are in their 
imperfections. They are the smartass 
answers toa sarcastic world. 

Anti-heroes are not the honest, mer- 
«Ы and noble idols from our youth. 
For anti-heroes, struggles between 
good and evil aren't simple: they come 
With personal demons hot on the pur- 
suit, Anti-heroes reflect our angst, de- 
cay, ambiguities and aspirations. 

DC's “Vertigo” line is е best place to 
start if you're Jooking for anti-heroes. 
Well known for carrying Neil Gaiman's 
"The Sandman,” "Vertigo" features anti- 
heroes as worthy of mention as Gaiman's 
Morpheus. Heroes who don't don capes 
ог spandex but curse heavily, blithely 
walk the road to excess, ight hard, drink 
deep and chain-smoke like there's no to- 
‘morrow—each living dangerously close 
to the edge of madness, death and de- 
light. 

E 


Tales that astonish 


Astonishing X-Men. 

Writer: Joss Whedon 

Artist: John Cassaday 

Publisher: Marvel Comics 

Issues Reviewed: Astonishing X-Men #1-4 


By Adrian Dy 
2bU! Correspondent 


HIS year's revamp of the X-Men line 

| has, once again, turned the spotlight 

оп Marvel Comics and its editor in 

chief, Joe Quesada—and not exactly in a 
2 good way. 

Long-time X-writer Chris Claremont just 
bored millions of readers to death by cram- 
ming in as many word balloons into one pan- 
el as humanly possible. The ever-controver- 
sial Chuck Austen continued to draw much 
ire from fans for his awful characterization 
and dialogue (so much, in fact, that he is slat- 
ей to be replaced by former X-Statix writer 
Peter Milligan). 

However, allis not doom and gloom for 
the House of Ideas and their band of merry 
mutants. The new crowning glory from the 
Xavier Institute of Higher Leaming has 
drawn accolades from fans and critics alike, 
and has drawn in thousands of new fans to 
the world's best-selling super team. 

‘Bannered by TV phenomenon Joss Whe- 
don (creator of Buffy the Vampire Slayer and 
Angel), and fearuting linework from one of 
the most raved-aLovt artists їп the biz John 
CCassaday, “Astonishing X-Men” is the biggest 


physical and/or mental skills; who has a 
superidentity and iconic costume, which 
typically express his biography or char- 
acter, powers and origin.” 

ical superhero leads a double 
an ordinary day job and an ex- 
traordinary nightlife. He hides in his con- 
structed sanctuary and appears to be di- 
vinely ordained to watch over ordinary 
citizens. 

"The typical superhero also looks super- 
perfect. He is often impossibly buffed, 
which is further enhanced by the aggres- 
sive use of spandex, and wears under- 
wear as outwear and gets away with it. 


Anti-heroes, 


x 


Themes found in these comics touch 
оп issues that aré appropriate for more 
mature readers. These works aren't for 
bigots; after all, good literature doesnt 
have room for the weak-hearted and 
thenarrow-minded. 

The emergence of the anti-hero 
shouldn't ‘be interpreted negatively. 
‘Anti-heroes teach us the hard lessons 
of choice and consequences. Their 
presence is a reminder of our evolu- 
tion—that we are growing up, per- 
haps the hard way, but hopefully to- 
wards the day when the only heroes 
wed need to turn to would be our- 
selves. 

Now that you have been warmed, it's 
time to familiarize yourself with these 
characters. 


Hellblazer"s John Constantine 
John Constantine is a liar, traitor, 
murderer, manipulator, adulterer and a 
powerful magus who has literally been 
to hell and back, making him all the 
more wise and cocky. He's saved the 
world a number of times but fights for 
neither heaven nor hell, earning the ire 
of both factions. Loyal only to himself, 


thing to hit the comics world since, well, 
Chris Claremont and Jim Lee relaunched the 
X-Men way back in the early 9: 

Most of the buzz is due obviously to the 
star power of self-proclaimed X-Men fan 
Whedon. No stranger to the comics world, 
he's done several issues of the comic version 
of “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” as well as а 
Buffy spin-off mini-series called Fray for Dark 
Horse Comics. 


Hip and tongue-in-cheek 

‘Whedon brings what he does best in Buffy 
to this book—hip, tongue-in-cheek dialogue 
and tight, focused plotting. И certainly 
doesnt hurt that the line-up he's working 
with are some of the most beloved X-Men: 
Cyclops, Wolverine, Beast, Shadoweat and 
White Queen. 

He works magic with what is perhaps the 
smallest team since the XMen started. 
Whether it's Wolverine's tough -guy attitude, 
White Queen's dry, sarcastic wit, Beasts 
techno-babble, Cyclopss “Га the leader" 
tone, or the "coming back home" vibe of the 
readers POV character, Shadoweat, Whe- 
доп got the dialogue down pat. 

in particular, the pointed vocal sparring 
between Shadaweat and White Queen is hi- 
larious, as is Wolverine's deliciously sharp- 
edged personali which is cause for some 
occasional n-fighting. (As one student at the 
Mansion says, “бо, what-—the teachers spend 
all their time here trying to kil cach other? 
"This place isso cool") 


But there seems to be no existing su- 
perhero who is at all contented with his 
life. His Messianic complex is always a 
chip on bis shoulder, preventing him 
from making effective interpersonal con- 
tact with mere mortals. 
Emotional instability 

His physical perfection is offset by an 
emotional instability that is his Achilles 
heel,. making him vulnerable and hu 
mana lesser god. In fact, it is this 
brooding angst that is often used to add 
dimension to the character. Given a 
choice between having a lovelife or sav- 


ing the day, he often chooses the lat- 
ter—but not before agonizing over it. 

Just what is it with these lamboyantly 
dressed characters, and why are ме so 
intrigued by them? 

Being continuously interested іп 
something implies necessity, and given 
the crises of the times, it is understand- 
able, and therapeutic, for us to imagine 
someone who can solve our problems in 
оле go. A hero is something we all need 
and aspire to be. 

Inasmuch as our concept of super- 
heroes evolves with time, so does the 
type of heroism that they embody. What 


Ns 


They're closer to 87: 
who we are in their Pd 
imperfections, reflecting 

our angst, decay, 

ambiguities and 2 
aspirations Е 


he has more tricks up his sleeve than. 
the Devil himself. 

Ghosts of friends and lovers hound 
John, and at times, the pain of this 
leads him to self-destruction. He 
knows what its like to be among the 
lowest of the low; he's seen and done 
it all. Despite his resilient exterior, 
John has a deep understanding of the 
dark depths of human nature few 
characters in comics have. Still, he 
manages to get by and live with him- 
self—armed with his stash of smokes 
and drink in hand. 


Preacher's Jesse Custer 

Jesse Custer looks like your ordinary 
reverend, but with a shady past, a vam- 
pire for a best friend and a gun-slinging 
girlfriend. Jesse controls an entity that 
allows him to enforce his will upon oth- 
ers, Hunted by men, Jessie goes after 
God the Almighty, who he feels has a 
lot of explaining to do for pulling an 
‘Awol from Heaven. 

Jesse doesn’t want to save the world 
when he has problems of his own to 
deal with. Tough but moral and com- 
passionate, һе walks in gray areas to 


carry out a sense of justice cultivated 
from the streets and a twisted family. 

He has lost God but has found love 
and a merry company of friends who'll 
stick with him no matter what. Hes on 
a mission to settle things with God, and 
no apocalyptic design will daunt him. 
Lucifer 

Lucifer wants what we all want—to 
be in control of our own destiny. Ob- 
sessed with escaping God's plan, he de- 
cides to quit hell and put up his own pi- 
ano bar in Los Angeles. 

His retirement is short-lived, as 
heaven recruits him for a mission. Pay- 
ment for the Devil's services doesn't 
come cheap, and soon Lucifer is able to 
create a universe to rival God's own. 

Lucifer is ambitious, self-motivated, 
selfish and will do anything to get his 
way. At the same time, he is the ulti- 
mate expression of free will and self- 
determinism. 

We love Mike Carey's Lucifer be- 
cause he's beautiful, clever, rebellious, 
sardonic and actually has a sense of hu- 
mor. He symbolizes freedom and re- 
sponsibility, which isn't easy for any- 


perhero 


we need now is the kind of heroism that 
will take the sustainable route in solving 
problems. A true hero has a heart that is 
capable of self-sacrifice for the benefit of 
many, the foresight to make the right 
choices, and the charisma and leadership. 
to engender heroism in others. 

To act quickly and immediately. То 
know his purpose and fulfill it gloriously 
То maximize potential and obtain th 
best results for the greater good. These 
are what we need ina modern hero. 


Email е author 


at 
cathy young! @yahoo.com : 


ЖТ. ! 


one since there is always hell хо pay. 
Unlike us, that is something Lucifer is 
always ready for. 


Transmetropolitan's Spider 
Jerusalem 

Spider is the City's most sought-after 
journalist and the man law enforcers 
and politicians would love to kill, if on- 
ly they could get away with it. Spider's 
unorthodox methods of reporting 
serve to unravel the only thing that 
matters to him most: the truth. 

He will beat the truth out of you, and 
ifyou dare hide it from him, he will gun 
you down with his bowel disruptor. 
Spider lives in the city, which repre- 
sents every city with its apathy and 
brutality. Spider hates the city, bur irs 
where he feels mostalive. 

Spider is intelligent, foul-mouthed, 
but above all, uncompromising with 
his principles and work. The man be- 
lieves in making a difference. Sure, 
he's a junkie and a hypocrite, but in 
times when people would rather bliss- 
fully ignore the truth in a messed-up 
world, we need guys like him to scream 
the truth out loud to our faces. 


with the retum of someone сіз 
that drew collective raves from ten 
wide. 


H 


buried Jean Grey. Only to blin’side r 


The X-Men 
gloriously return 
with Joss Whedon 
and John 
Cassaday's 
crackerjack 
rescue of the 
franchise 


Whedon also undoes the edict of Marvel to 
have the characters dress the same way as 
their movie counterparts, by bringing back 
the always popular spandex togs. "Quite 
frankly all the black leather is making people 
nervous,” Cyclops notes, to which Wolverine. 
mutters, "Here come the tights... 

‘Another thing Whedon impos from his 
TV experience is pacing. One can easily imag- 
ine this book to become the basis for the next 
X-Men movie sequel, as it does a bang-up job 
of establishing the setting, getting the reader 
familiar with the characters and their motiva- 
tions, setting up the plot by intreducing а 


new villain in the middle of a hostage situa- 
tion, and by having a scientist reveal a chil 
ing breakthrough to the world. 

"The second issue shows the X-Men work- 


ing ike an actual team to combat the new 
lain with a SWAFlike efficiency. Of course, 
things don't go as smoothly as planned in 
that Бате, and it takes the reappearance of 
ап all-time favorite X-character to save the 
day. 

‘Whedon keeps the pressure building with 
а cliffhanger in issue three, seemingly prim- 
ing readers for the rerum of the recently 


ST COPY AVAILABLE 


Clean and detailed pencils 

The fact that Whedon s aided ne 
of the most sought-after artists t'a 
Cossaday (whose portfolio includes 1 
favorite "Planetary" and the first story 
the "Marvel Knights Captain Americi 
the excitement notch up to eleven, 

Boasting some of the canes an 
detailed pencils rhis side of Bryan іше 
Saday draws the best interpretation o 
Men to be sen in a long time, The t 
spread of а Sentinel апак m hs 
breathtaking 

But is пох just the action scenes 1 
does well. He manages to captum n 
Sight emotions Whedon's script wants 
јест, best seen in Shadowcat's sturmes! 
tion to the rerum of the dead X Man r 
4. Cassaday is also one of those artis! 
do nor skimp on backgrounds. When 
Men begin using the Danger Room lor 
other than raining, Cassaday rakes 1l 
and runs away with i creaung ше; 
backdrops for the teams conferences. 

Overall, this is the best X-book cu 
on the market, whether youre an old 
someone new to it. Whedon and Ci: 
present some fantastic stories that « 
need to rely on the genuine weirdnes 
мав a major component of ihe рч 
Grant Morison era. 

‘Although the pair originally signed 
‘only 12 issues, Marvel should det 
move heaven and cath to keep this dy 
duo on board. 


саана. 


[ext by Tiffany Limsico 
bU! Correspondent 


loyfriend who dragged me along to get his 
cekly fix of comics, and a comic store called. 
CHO, 


Everyone who has been there is sure to say 


ext by Linus Velasco Tiu 


this isnt your average comic store. Unlike the 
more established comic book chains, Central 


Located in Al 


ШЕШ "ы 


>» 


‘There are no cranky salespeople who need you 
to repeat the obscure title you're looking for. 
Owned and managed by sisters Kristine and 
Katherine Cheng Chua, this is one store that 
happens to know its merchandise. Drop by the. 
store on any given day, and one or both of the 
sisters will be hanging around to assist you. 

At CCHQ, the setup encourages browsing 
and lingering around. The comics are easily 
accessible, Kristine says they envisioned the 
store as "less a place for people to get their 
stuff and more as a place to congregate and 
enjoy with other people.” 

New stocks come in every Friday. You can. 
place orders of titles not available on the 
shelves and receive the latest American re- 
leases in as little as two weeks. 

"This year, CCHQ was the only store іп the 
Philippines to participate in Free Comic Book 
Day, a US-based yearly event that allows any- 
one to walk into a comic store and obtain, 
comics for free. Last July 3, the store gave 
away 32 comic titles to customers who accu- 
mulated enough purchases in the preceding, 
month. 


New literature 

Aside from building a community of comic. 
readers, Kristine counts education as another 
thrust of CCHQ. 

"Comic books have become more than a 
cult thing," she says. "It is a hobby, an invest- 
ment, The graphic novel is now a form of liter- 
ature.” 


НИСЛЭГ Coe emere eimi] alowkeybulding f иш Sig tow 
HAD once writen off comics from my life. might enjoy: manga, Westem and indie e 5 езеп help you sell it without any profit on its 
adiu no effin for Japanese manga or comics, a comer shelf devoted to Neil Gaiman, facing Ateneo, part. 

merican superheroes in spandex, I found action figures, an array of local titles ї Some of the titles the store recommends 
self only remotely interested in "Dilbert" — Located ina quiet, almost-dreary building CCHG breaks are "Lone Wolf and Cub” (the basis of “Road 


he Far Side" and the rest of the fun- 


facing Ateneo, the store has never engaged in 


to Perdition”), Art Splegelmams memoir, 


пез, І had given away all my "Archie" comics advertising of any sort. It was established оп "Maus," a Pulitzer-Prize winning. work, and 
Py bother had read Alan Moore but е pipe dut f you bul деу will the stereotypes inm Gorrigan: te Soares Ка another 
overbought it for myself. Come" And the customers have not stopped award-winning comic book. 

ЇГ took two things to change my mind: а coming since 2002. most people 


Beyond stereotypes 
їп fact, CCHQ manages to break the stereo- 
types most people have about comic stores. 


have of stores 
like it 


ОСНО is located at the 3/R FBR Arcade, 
Katipunan, QC. Visit chg.com.ph. 


Send feedback or questions to tiffimsi- 
co@yahoo.com 


Rags to go Eu 


Check out three 


bU! Correspondent 


hotos by John Pabalan ofthe most popular 


destinations among 
initiates for the latest 
in comic books and 
graphic novels 


115908 saw the boom of comics in the 
Iilippines, with comic shops naturally 
»llowing suit. But as the Internet, video 
ames and other diversions came 
|bour—along with the painful spike in 
ices (you could get a decent comic book 
эг P70 back in '95)—the stores dwindled 
own to a strong and stable few. 

Today, only a handful exists. Meet two of 
he oldest players in the industry, and a 
lew one with a different approach. 


the secret to his shop's longevity. 

Tes this simple work ethic that has pro- 
pelled Comic Quest from its humble begin- 
nings in 1985 to the establishment that it is 
today. With branches in BF Homes, 
Parafiaque, SM Megamall and Festival 
Mall in Alabang, Comic Quest maintains a 
large, varied selection of titles both for the. 


SET PTS MTL TS 


EIL BAT 


47 


omic Quest 

“We love our work. And we try hard to 
ive the best service possible,” says propri- 
tor Vinnie Simbulan, when asked about 


S 


COMIC QUEST is the best place to go for early releases. 


die-hard fan and the casual reader. 

One can find the usual Marvel and DC ti- 
Чез, а wide array of manga and animé, and 
a host of books for those with mature tastes. 
But whatever the title is, customers can be 
sure of one thing: They сап get their comics 
‘earlier than usual, since Comic Quest holds 
a policy of maintaining a one- to two-day 
lead on new stocks over its competitors. 

‘With Simbulan atthe helm, discriminating 
collectors are also assured that choice titles are. 
available, since the owner himself genuinely 
loves comics, preferring, he says, "mostly fan- 
тазу and some superhero tides.” Currently 
he's into Arrowsmith from DC/Ciiffhanger 
‘comics and WES from Vertigo. 

But ultimately, of course, selection is 
mostly based on a title's sales history and 
the creative team behind it. With prices 
ranging from P135 to P180 for the regular. 
comic book, Comic Quest offers not only 
reasonably priced comics, but also an invit- 
ing atmosphere for comics enthusiasts of. 
all stripes. 


Filbar's 

Even if you're not a comic collector, if 
you haven't heard of Filbars, you must 
have been living under a rock. 

"The comic book-cum-magazine shop 
has lived through the highs and lows of 


shopping trends to become a permanent 
fixture in the business. 

Its motto is: "Customer First or Were 
Last," and proof ofthis is the friendliness of 
its store personnel, who really take time 
out to chitchat with customers. 

Started by entrepreneur Fil Barbasa in 
1979, Filbar's boasts of having the most in- 
expensive prices for U.S. comics, back is- 
sues and collectibles. Among its unique 
services is the "Filbars Power Club"—a 
bulletin board and forum within its web- 
sie (wwwfübarscom) where comic 
junkies can meet and swap stories —and e- 
тай blasts со update members on new ar- 
rivals 

At Filbar', an average book priced is at 
P135. Barbasa says а books artist, writer 
and inker play a big раг in attracting read- 
ers. Well-known artists such as Jim Lee and. 
Michael Turner command a big following 
in the market, Among writers, names like. 
Neil Gaiman, Jeph Loeb and Brian Michael 
Bendis are top of mind. 

With its 22 retail stores and some 50 
satelite stores nationwide, Filbars wil 
surely satiate your comic book cravings 
wherever you are. 


Fully Booked 
Fully Booked is probably the last place 


FULLY BOOKED carries a number of titles for mature readers. 


any comic book fan would run to for his 
fix, given the rows upon rows of high-brow- 
literature that confront the visitor. 

But the folks behind Fully Booked 
know that comics offer a reading experi- 
ence that can be just as good, if not bet- 
ter, than any current bestseller. Thats 
why the bookstore carries a number of al- 
ternative and mature reader titles like 
the adaptation of Franz Kafka's “Мега- 
morphosis" and Neil Gaiman's "Violent 
Cases." But here's the clincher: They only 
carry graphic novels. 

There's good reason for that. "Selling 
comics are significantly more difficult 
than selling graphic novels, since these 
are quite thin and would need to be indi- 
vidually bagged and placed with backing 
boards to prorect them," says a Fully 
Booked staff. "We would also need special 
displays for comics, which our bookshop 
does not have the space for, given the oth- 
ег merchandise we need to display as 
well.” 

But this limitation is balanced by offer- 
ing what the store believes is the most 
complete line of graphic novels in the 
‘country, which range from P400 to P3,000. 
Complementing this trove is a comprehen- 
sive line of superhero statues and busts 
that any serious collector would die for. 
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Issue #1: The Xavier Institute of High- 
er Learning has reopened its doors for the 
education of mutants after being de- 
stroyed by Magneto. Among the faculty is 
Kitty Pryde (Shadowcat), who returns 
from college о serve as student-faculty li- 
aison, Cyclops advocates a return to ће 
team's superhero roots, and not a mo- 
‘ment too soon as a mysterious new villain 
launches a hostage attack. At the same 
time, across New York, a scientist an- 
nounces in a press conference that she has 
discovered a cure for the mutant gene. 


Issue #2: The X-Men manage to defeat 
the human thugs of the new threat, Ord of 
the Breakworld who seems to be an alien, 
but run into problems defeating Ord himself. 
Та в, unt Shadowcaes pet dragon Lock- 
heed appears ош of nowhere to save the day. 
“The reaction to the cure is mixed, particular- 
Iy among the students at the Xavier Institute. 
Without telling anyone else, Beast makes 
takes a trip to visit the scientist who has cre- 
ated the cure, who happens to be an old col- 

1. league of his. I rums out his intention is not 
to destroy the cure, bur to see ft works. 


Issue #3: Shadowcat's tenure as stu- 
dent-faculty liaison gets off to a rocky 


start. Cyclops discovers that rhe human. 
terrorists in Issue 1 were armed with ex- 
perimental Shield weaponry and he sus- 
pects that Shield's director, Nick Fury, 
may know more than he lets on. Ord turns 
out to be involved in developing the mu- 
tant cure, and Wolverine and Beast tussle 
‘when Wolverine finds out that Beast in- 
tends to use the cure to revert back to be- 
ing human. All thoughts of that momen- 
tarily cease when Beast discovers that the 
cure may have been tested on mu- 
tants—on one dead mutant in particular, 
Jean Grey (Phoenix). 


Issue #4: The team launches an as- 
saulton the facility housing the cure. At 
the same time, Ord sneaks into the X- 
Mansion and attacks the students there. 
Beast and Wolverine discover that other 
mutants have been murdered to test the 
cure, while Cyclops and White Queen are 
discovered by guards, with Cyclops get 
ting shot in the process. Meanwhile, 
Shadoweat sneaks into the lowest level 
of the facility, a prison, and is also at- 
tacked by guards. In desperation, she 
opens the closest door, which opens to re- 
veal an X-Man long thought dead, Colos- 
sus. 
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1 — dust fax accomplished form to 897-4805 or тай it to BIZDEV Department, 
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By Catherine Young 


МЛ Correspondent 
OTHING starts an i 
onnection as fast as hav- 


N ing the same name. Ad- 


mittedly, my affinity to the comic. 
strip "Cathy" started becatise we 
had the same monicker. 

Tve been reading the strip for years 
now, sometimes identifying with her 
criss, other times bewildered at how she 
сап spend so much time freaking out 
over her life instead of living it. 

"Cathy" started in November 1976. 
Her creator, Cathy Guisewite, started the 
comic strip as ап alternative to her usual 
diary entries. Eventually, she started cre- 
ating it for her family, who encouraged 
her to submit them for publication. 

Te was fortunate that at that time, the 
comic industry was looking for a charac 
ter to whom the modern working wom- 
ап could relate. Thus, "Cathy" was intro- 
duced to the world. 

Tes not easy being a girl in the 21st 
‘century, with technology oftentimes 
making life more difficult and where fad 
dies are treated more seriously than the 
"Ten Commandments. 

Dealing with consumerism, men and re- 
lationships through the eyes of Cathy (my 


alter ego) was both hilarious and exhaust- 
ing. Ina sense, it made me cope with my is- 
sues more easily, because at least her hu- 
mor gave itall some perspective. 


Shopping ordeal 

In the 21st century for instance, shop- 
ping has definitely become a chore—no, 
ап ordeal. The choices and the created 
needs in this era of excess are simply 
overwhelming. 

Like "Cathy" 1 get confused at all the 
variations available out there. Once, all 1 
wanted was to buy a journal, but ended. 
up spending hours choosing one. White. 
paper or brown? Lined sheets or blank? 
Spiral ог bound? Soft bound or hard- 
back? Perfumed or unscented? 

‘And the inevitable question diary 
makers ask, which makes the decision 
harder than ies worth: Which journal 
best fits my personality? And for a girl 
who sometimes feels she has multiple 
ones, should she just buy them all? 

Please don't even let me get started on 
the pens. 

Now I have a huge collection of note- 
books and journals, and it’s taking forev- 
er to write оп all of hem. I've finaly giv- 
en a big chunk of it to my friends. After 
all, spending more time Writing about 
life instead of living it would leave you 
with nothing to write about 


Gender conundrum 

College can oftentimes be а 
genderless world. Pm sure this is 
Unintentional (and with apolo- 
gies to my wonderful guy friends 
who remain the exceptions), but 
there is a dearth of gentlemen in 
the academic world. I'm pretty 
sure, though, that the boys don't exactly 
ind an abundance of stereotyped 
damsels-in-distress either 

"The environment is just too competitive, 
and the tasks are just too many to insist on 
setting archaic hunter-gatherer roles. 

Like many single people in college, 1 
sometimes feel Im one of the few 
straight ones left. Pm serious. Its like a 
cult of the Straight but Great, a break- 
away group from the Gay and Away. 

"We are stuck on our end of the sexual 
spectrum, while others have hopped, 
skipped and pogo-sticked their way from 
one end to the other, experiencing ali the 
colors available out there, while we wal 
low in dull monotones. 

‘Thus the appeal of "Cathy" where the 
stark distinetion that Guisewite ereates 
between the sexes strikes me asa two-di- 
mensional PG-13 version of “Sex and the 
Gi" Bridget Jones and other such 
touchstones of latter-day feminism. 

Simply put, it allows women to-re- 
claim their femininity through a protago- 


nist who is inebriated with the same is- 
sues in our contemporaty culture, And 
who remains unapologetic about it. 

Naturally, Love the fact that Guisewite 
is finally letting her character get mar- 
ried. In a world where a large proportion. 
‘of men is gay or undecided, іза comfort 
to know that all of us women still have a 
chance to pass on their genes and not 
wind up as involuntary spinsters living 
with their cats. 


Nuanced to death 

And on that note, perhaps the most 
significant feature of "Cathy" is how she 
deals with relationships. She is literally а 
manifestation of the excessive psycho- 
analysis of her creator, who owns up to 
much of her character's issues. 

Her way of thinking—neurotic 
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sometimes a good thing because we don't 
take things at face value. 

And yet we spend more time decon- 
structing underlying symbols in our rela- 
tionships instead of nurturing them. Our 
thoughts are overprocessed, yet our 
bonds are half-baked. 

Oddly. enough, the more the years 
have passed, the less 1 am empathizing 
‘with "Cathy? At best, the strip is now a 
humorous commentary on the pressures 
we encounter in our environment and 
our own selves. 

At worst, it does get a litle whiny Tm 
surprised mone of the characters have 
popped an artery. And frankly, Рт begin- 
ning to think ай the neuroses in the world 
wili not prevent life from passing you Бу 

Now that I have a better sense of bal- 
ance in my life, appreciate “Cathy” in a 
different way Тай love how she thinks of 
the bigger picture and the consequences 
of heractións, even if its something as or- 
благу as eating inorganic vegetables. 
And 1 love how she can still blend witty 
sarcasm with youthful idealism, despite 
everything she's been through. 

It is this indomitable spirit that adds a 
third dimension to the otherwise two-di- 
mensional world of comic strips like “Cathy.” 


Email е author 
сай young] @yahoo.com 
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breakdowns included—is both the 
strength and weakness of oir genera- 
tion. We think too much. We overana- 
уге the nuances in our lives, which is 
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UST Varsitarian Big hearts wanted  : 
holds national сашрив „мы зыш дознава | 
the world a better place? Have you been pledg- will have a whole-day affair at the NBC Tent 
press workshop ing your hours to good causes? Do you know called "VIP: Volunteer in Person,” іп celebra- | 
‘someone dedicated to service? tion of the third anniversary of Hands On Mani- | NAME 
THE VARSITARIAN, the 76- en (publisher Philippine Join “Change the World Through Volun- la. | ADDRESS 


year old official student publi- 
cation of the University of 
Santo Tomas, will hold 
“Inkblots 2004: The Sixth UST 
National Campus Journalism 
Fellowship" on Oct. 18 to 20 at 
the Thomas Aquinas Research 
‘Complex of the UST Beato An- 
gelico Building. 

‘The fellowship will consist 
of seminars in news writing 
sports writing, investigative 
reporting, features writing, 
culture and lifestyle writing, 
Filipino literature, column 
writing, cartooning, photo 
journalism, creative non-fic- 
tion, science and technology 
writing, and broadcast jour- 
nalism. 

The fellowship is open to all 
college writers, campus press 
advisers, high school journal 
ism instructors and school of- 
ficials. 

Invited resource speakers 
include Teodoro Locsin, Jr. 
(publisher, Today), Max Soliv- 


Star), Che-che Lazaro (pro- 
‘ducer, Probe), Lourdes Moli- 
ma-Fernandez (editor-in-chief, 
Today), Ruel de Vera (associ- 
ate editor, Sunday Inquirer 
Magazine), Sheila Coronel 
(director, Philippine Center 
for Investigative Journalism), 
Marites Vitog (editor in chief, 
Newsbreak), Romy басай 
(photographer, Agence France 
Press) and Bam Aquino (chair, 
National Youth Council) 

There will be a P850 regis- 
tration fee covering the 
workshop kit, supplemen- 
tary materials, lunch ond 
snacks. Deadline for registra- 
tionis on Oct. 1, Pre-registra- 
tionis required. 

‘Visit the Varsitarian office at 
Rm. 112, UST Main Building 
or call 7313101 loc. 8235 and 
look for Ryan Reyes or Tina 
Lavapie (0920-5631352). E- 
mail varsitar@yahoo.com ог 
register online at wwwovarsi 
tarian.com, 


teerism: The Search for the Best Student Volun- 
teer" 7 

"We are looking for tlie college students with 
a passion for volunteerism. You can nominate 
yourself or nominate someone else you know. 

Send us a photo copy of the nominees 
school ID, photos of the nominee and answers. 
to this questionnaire: 

Name/ Age/ School/ Course: 

Tell us about your volunteer experience 
(projects, organizations): 

"Which cause are you most passionate 
about? (e.g. Poverty environment, etc.) 

"Why should you be chosen as the Best Stu- 
dent Volunteer? 

Entries may be sent to "Change the World 
Through Volunteerism: The Search for the Best 
Student Volunteer” Philippine Daily Inquirer 
Bldg., Don Chino Roces Avenue corner Yague 
and Mascardo Streets, Makati City, or e-mailed 
at changetheworld@inquirer.com.ph. 

Deadline of submission is on Oct. 11, 12 
moon. All nominees will automatically re- 
ceive a gift pack from Hands On Manila and 
the Inoue. 

"We will be selecting 20 nominees who will 
each get a gift pack from Bench and be featured 
inthe pages of 2bU! 


“This event, which is sponsored by EON, Inc, | 
Bench/Herbench, kiddiepartycom, will be à 
fun full-day celebration of the selless act of | CONTACT NO. 
volunteerism. Ar this event, the top 20 nomi- SIGNATURE — — — — — — 
"ees will be escorted down the ramp by ШААР | Where did you buy this copy? Please check 
players, models and celebrities im a fashion | C)Newssananewsbey | ISducepunn 
show directed by Ariel Lozada. 1 promo Period: бере 27- Dee. 14,2004 

The three best volunteers will also be an- | Deadline of fies: 
nounced at this event, along withthe winner of | Hoty Drams Очеви 17 anê Now. 17, 2004 
the People's Cholce category. | Send rawr Des 14, 2004 

‘Winners will receive plaques and exciting | Pony Braw Осава 2 and Now 22. 2004 
ее Grand brow Dee 1 2004 

‘All these, because your big heart and gener- 
ous spirit deserve to be in the spotlight. 


See posters and prin sds for deals 
Por DTi Pera No. 2141, series of 2004 


Nat'l Baby Congress 
October 2-3, 2004 


atthe 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall 
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(Ss THE INQUIRER SEMINAR SERIES PRESENTS 
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Linking the Barangay to the Global Village: 
"New Challenges for the Filipino Youth 


October 27, ЖИ 8:00. to 5:00 x 
Henry Lee Irwin; с, Aleneo de Manila University 
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Defining һе 
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Who will be on the 
next cover of 
Baby Magazine? 


E) 


Grace Nono. 
bá Pte 


‘Ambeth Ocampo 


ean ara cd tse 


"| Ruel S. De Vera 
por 


Have your baby's photo taken at 

the 3rd National Baby Congress, 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall, EDSA corner 
Shaw Blvd., Mandaluyong City and 
get a chance to have your baby 

on the cover of Baby Magazine! 
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The world's local bank 
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Technology as 
Impetus for Change 
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By Lisa 5. Marfori Sobreviñas 
ЭЛ Correspondent. 
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all the 
‘world—<whiz, wills», 19 


excuses Шш 


„acter, who would you be? This 

week, as we celebrate comic 
and cartoon heroes, we asked peo- 
ple this question. Here are some of 
the answers we got. 


I F YOU were a comic book char- 


Td probably be Spider-Man, because we're 
both underdogs. Life doesn't cut us any slack, 
but we still meet Ме head 
on.—MRpseudonym, 22 

T used to identify myself with Betty Cooper 
from Archie Comics. While 1 was far from be- 
ing blonde, 1 was the studious, goody-two- 
shoes type. She was so sincere in helping oth- 
ers and doing what's righ, that she became 
my role model for a time.— Samantha, turn- 
ing 19 but till a kid in many ways 

‘Jughead Jones, because he's a bum and he 
loves to eat good food like me. Most people 
think he's useless, but inside that laziness is 
the most interesting person on earth.—Girl 
with a broken smile, 16 

Spidey, because he's a weirdo and a geek. 
And because he's a guy trying to do the right 
thing, often without the means to—Web- 
head fan, 21 

Belle from “Beauty and the Beast.” She's 
lively and energetic—Kulot, 16 

Pocahontas, because I'm adventurous and 1 
love running around and “saving my peo- 
ple.."—Inictus Treesus, 16 

Cinderella... its all about the fairy tales and 
magic for me!—Supah Star, 16 

Esmeralda (from “Hunchback of Notre 
Dame"), because 1 look like her and 1 like 
her—Tats, 15 

Emma Peel of the Avengers. She's smart, 
sassy, stylish and is not afraid to speak her 
mind. She can make people shut up just by 
her presence, and reduce them to nodding id- 
iots through her charm.—Ness Doctor, 2bU! 
correspondent, heckler 

Wolverine from the X-Men. Wolverine em- 
phasizes certain qualities that 1 like to think 
аге characteristic of me, and if not, certainly 
of who 1 want to become. His toughness, for 
example, which is derived from his mindset. 
He is not a quitter, and I can certainly learn 
from that quality of mental fortitude. He also 
follows his instincts and listens to all his sens- 
es. He is in touch with the world around him 
and is very keen to anticipate what's going on 
around him.—Arvind Budhram 

Angelica Pickles, because I sometimes get 
bratty when things don't go my way.—Me, 19 

Calvin (of "Calvin and Hobbes"), because 
we have the same imaginative mind that most 
of the time separates us from the real 
world.—David Agawin, 23 

Darla from the MTV animated series. Darla 
is a no-nonsense character who is numb to 
emotions and takes life as it is, | wish I could 
be like her—jess_fishbone170 

Sleeping Beauty kasi! love to sleep! I'm al- 
most а hypersomniac! Tapos, beauty pa ako, 
di ba?—Didit, 20 

Margaret of "Dennis the Menace,” because 
Tm probably as crazy as her. And she’s loyal to 
Dennis, tool—Binkki, 20 

Susie Derkins (of "Calvin and Hobbes”). 
Мете prudes, we're highly obsessive-compul- 
sive, and we're both in a constant state of de- 
nial, erush-wise.—Angela L, 21 

Peter Parker, especially after Spider-Man 2, 
because, "there's a hero in all of us.. and 
sometimes we have to give up the things we 
‘want the most for others... oseca, 21 
Calvin, because I'm a misunderstood autis- 
Че who stopped counting his age at віх ЈК 
Victorio, 21 

Calvin, because he's idealistic and cynical 
atthe same time—Chel, 23 

Spider-Man! I'm always broke kasi and 1 
have to balance a lot of responsibilities in 
work, love life, friends, family and myself. 
And I have superpowers. —Juggler, 21 

Little Lulu. She's so cute kasi ей. And for a 
litle kid, she can come up with smart and wit- 
ty remarks with a hint of humor. | identify 
with her ‘coz most people say I look like a kid 
daw. And Td like to think Fm funny and intel- 
ligent in my own way—je-an a, 21 

12% Rugby and JR, because they're makulit 
and very hip!—Peejay, Jags, 23 

Brosia of "Pugad Baboy” kasi madalas, tatan- 
қышқа din ako. Plus, love teasing my dad, in 
the same way that Dagul is the constant target 
of Brosia's crazy sense of humor—Marla, 
“Gaano Kadalas Ang Minsan?,” 18 

‘Mulan, because I'm independent, deter 
mined, athletic (but not exactly a warrior 
princess) —Izzy Laluna, 21 

Little Bugs Bunny (when Bugs was a kid, 1 
mean). l'm still childish in а way, and Bugs 
Bunny is my favorite cartoon character. He's 


Mossiiiata basat GIC? 
he uja eb 
taguro ran who bersis what Dana, 
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CLUES: 


1. Roy lives in a purple 
house. 

2. The one who likes 
dalandan owns Fru-fru 
the fusa. 

3. Chong is allergic to 
grapes and was once 
rushed to the hospital 
by his crush (dyahel). 

4. The owner of Ninja the 
Turtle lives to the right 
of the guy who drinks 
Royal Tru-Grape for 
breakfast! 4 

5. The guy who likes 
orange is duwag of 
Fru-fru the fusa and lives . 
as far from him as 
possible. 

6. The first house is 
orange. 

7. Al lives to the left of the 
guy who can drink 3 
Royal Tru-Dalandans in 
one sitting! 

8. Chong lives in the last 
house. 

9. The guy who lives in the 
green house loves to eat. 
dalandan except the 
buto...(pait!) 


Kuba nyo na? Dali! Email your 
answer to royaifiavors@yahoo.com, 
First 10 to get т right gets д 

sir ROYAL TRU FRUITS. 
puo 0 

Yan ang TRU! 
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‘Feeling stressed out? Get hooked on "I* - ШРОУТАМ IRA to Increase 
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5207 (Gob) or 283 (Sar 


sA 


аай 


ға) and stamina! 


bossy, funny lazy, loves to eat and has | Calvin. We're both so young, so еуі сап rock your world!—Funchum,16 
the andsopilosopo.—smashing orchid, 16 
Betty from the Flinstones, because 1 


Ariel from “The Little Merma 
rather be on land than 


tez—Twister Fries, 16 
"Td Ботай the author at lisastripGhot- 
wa- mailcom 


1 paysi 


| 
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FOXTROT BY BILL AMEND 
Mes з SEAN нату, | || oue ouest тне evene || Bur BEFORE we JASON, YoUR 
комо You то BUY || 1S FELLOW Fox news Host || GET То THAT, LETS IGUANA THREW 

MY NEW Book, NEIL сачуто, WHO'S Соно || CHECK m vami IMAEA UP ON THE 
Yo Rema 05 To BUY WS || ва O'RELLY FoR A 


NEW Book, SOFA AGAN- 


AND THIS 15 ALAN кем Book PREWEW oF Tomes || roues. 
COLMES, REMINDING ‘RELLY FACTOR m |) 
‘You To BUY МҮ 
NEN Book. 
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DAHAN, МАКАКАВАЖО, 
MARIN АКО ЗА 
UTANG 


WEST?) 
EE AMET. ا‎ 


(| AME /2А<АбАУ, 


^ 


TVE GOT THREE DANS 


No, iT’S Мот. IT'S 
SMILING A4 чоо 
Now 8€ Nice AND 


Smile BACK 
aN 


MOUR CARDBOARD 
Curour is STARING 


At me 


Mou Don't HAVE 
FRIENDS, Do чоо? 


1 TO LOSE FIVE POUNDS, 2 
$ BEFORE MY DATE WITH 
|С THAT REW FRENCH POODLE 7 
Û COW TE STREET 
| 
! 
ї 3 
= EE eee | 
Sarau BYJERRYSCOTT MUTTS BY PATRICK McDONNELL 
CCE EYE Revers] Гин кетт очат Цэх жол уа көз элит 
Ero гома тий ое | | puen Man Socet ui Ты Когай Ава мю | | FRANK, WE SHOULD 2 
[бм шее | bo fucata CN мт RES PDA -| | Plan FoR мооон® SURE | TEACH МЕ 
E ис FUTURE IF SOME- WHAT Do You H How To USE. 
ы THING SHOULD SoccEsT? | THE CAN 
! HAPPEN To US. | OPENER. ) 
р T T 1 
| 5 
E ! (55 A ЕЕ H 
! | 2 | 
A} i 2 ! 
д. 23 
АТОМО AND WEBOY BY LYRAGARCELLANO BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


DELIVERY 
ROOM 


2 


| 


кенен 


HOROSCOPE 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


‘YOU BORN TODAY: You're extremely capable. You conquer specific technical skills. You have strong organiza- 
tional skills, You're a loyal supporter and an enormous asset fo any group or organization, because you work so 


DIC 


erful, and fortunate, years of your life. 
April 18): Now you 

You feel someone is attacking you. 
TAURUS (April 2010 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You re full ot 
wild, creative ideas to- 

day. Tackle any kind of 

artistic projects that you can. Dis- 

cussions with children will be won- 
derhully imaginative 


CANCER (June 21 to 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Your ability to 
‘convince, teach and in- 
fluence others is un- 
canny today. That's because you 
put ай of yourself into your com- 
‘munications now. (Its easy to sell 
an idea that sells itself.) 


May 20): You're deter- uly 22): Discussions 
mined to persuade oth- with family members REO (ша. 23 10 
ers to do something at ‘could become heated Sept. 22): You've got 


work. Even though you 
might be right, is it worth all this 
hassle? Isn't it better to keep the 
peace? 


or angry today. This is 
because somebody is trying to 
convince someone of something. 
(туко stay out of this one.) 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 


across FFF TET 
SES атса anc ready for 
gom dying today Your 
Homes mind is bright alert and 
3 alive. Thats why укуй you 
ен Say has added emphasis and en- 
> [5 покташ ке тел HUSTLER 
15 Gor od ; ЁУ:27223 
ЁО) SCORPIO (Oct. 23 19 
17 Bock step Nov. 21:15 0000 
тоза thing to listen 10 that 
19 Cunning = ‘still, small inner voice. 
NN orte some tin ot 
- ы 3 Б urge that is dying to break free. 
E |. " Te who you really are, let tout. 
ЕЕЕ 
Fr da 
` SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
P T to Dec. 21): It's gener- 
25 Erena an - hy wisest to let ethers 
ЕСЕ clave whatever they 
3n es tU 5 завтай! Mo Howevet — LOVEXNOTS + BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO. 
Ере Something today, youl do t E Sa GEE FEI CES 
бартаа. OKEY Ро (TONG Ph De NRI aA DE K- TU SUD 
34 Bio's sing BY Diane C. Baldwin жин UIT юр Mey GATAS” pont AY PI “< MER PAN РЕ BOA 
телден бшшш таракан ee. 22 | FAKGNG CORD FLESH mune Ро NG се) BT (Аману $A КЕ” 
ЕН а Jan. 19): This 54 PD к % 
мес 5 Cascade фей day раю E, РРРЮЮ Fo УЮ, Эти VE. fh» DE cue 
41 fesos monel ^ fange mount Bosses, authority ig- 
Macte 6 Lage eene i 
2-5 уа You speak wln such on х 
— er jence and assurance that every- ыг 
«отан 0 ad body agrees with you! ЫГ. 
orbem 1227: 2 
ilTmenc оюл 2 
5 AQUARIUS (Jan, 2010 5 
с pee ocr 3 
P PETS фена wonder 
БЕТТЕРІ esp fof any answers BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 
NEC {hat you soeke Take cara ol er 
sora singers. ance matters and things having to WDO KO NONO UMANGSL, 
So Sees ton 2:09 Wh oii pr 
@ Good judgment 27 Ads n cre элкин» ANG HUHNE KO LEND 
61 Sadun level 28 Extne bud NOVAN, E, (TONIL NO 
Som Bünde PISCES (Feb. 1910 BNO Fox IIS ADI MONG 
4 len Republic 32 Colorng agent 44 in achat 50 Push roug Lp ا‎ NECONE SKIN I 
Mare (шарил 49 Reigous St Tamer EA 
com ee атана т it you do so. And resist 
1 Proot of 37 Subject matter you?’ reply 54 We Wine е urge to try to persuade others 
ownership 38 Horse chow 48 Ordinary 55 wil you over tO agree with you. Just stay mel- 
299009 MEI TA vam қал? donc you сай 
И town humpy 40 Computer | шээж 
ЦОО БУГ 127 


great moneymaking 
[deas today! Trust your 


impulses. You might 


want to talk others into seeing 
things your way. (You'll be able to 
do this.) 


® 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22]: You feel intelligent, 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


MIKROKOSMOS 
ANG SAMA TALAGA NG 


PAGKAIMBENTe NG GMO. 
NA MéA GULAY. 


MAY 


MABUT! SA MUNDO, 
MAY NALILIKHA RING 
MASASAMA. 


BY JOMÎIKE TEJIDO 


РАНІ. MERON AKO, 
MERON DING IKAW- 
PARANG GANON: 


MEA NALILIKHANG 


m 
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My new girlfriend, my new frolic 


хөдөл, This is as close as Mami. Claparols), treated me to ап sing-along session time to watch a movie at the able, I felt like bouncing up and‏ پو 


Yup, they were all over—and la can get to having a Hamptons evening of photo projections of Ву 5 am., I didn't want to see Shangri-La Cineplex, my new fa- down like a kid with a new bed. T 
not just in the usual hangouts. If set. Hmm, so who's theircounter- the book. I think Pm gonna getin- the sun (besides, Red Box closes vorite cinema, I realized I haven't think lll be coming back more 


there's one thing the scene's par- part of Lizzie Grubman? to diving хоол, Scuba gear shop. at 3 a.m.), so we met up with the visited this side of the world in a and more to this side of the 
typhiles crave for, it's unpre- Тһе fist people that 1 spotted ping sounds exciting. Brazilian models at Peligro. Later, longtime (considering live five world. 
ав, Spontaneity is anoth- were Bianca Zobel (Amanda's I was deeply immersed in con- 1 brought everyone (our delega. minutes away), so | decided to Ви before I get lost inside the 
er Those who understand this partner in Fatally Femme, their versation about the Jericho Ros- tion consisted of Bruna from hop over and explore movie and party world, 1 decided 
principle fully are able to enjoy events group) and David Jacob ales Pepsi commercial when Brazil, Yavor from Bulgaria and Before watching the movie, 1 to go straight home—my giri- 
the moment even more. Gack His weekend fiom Hong Bianca Araneta arrived and Zak from Australia—and me аз wenton my Sunday “North Beach friend is waiting for me. 
At the birthday party of Pepsi Kong)—they looked so sweet—1 snatched me to go to our favorite Philippine party tourism ambas- Diet" (all carbs, sweets and any- 
babe Amanda Griffin at Опе love itl I always get mushy when 1 place, Red Box, We got the забот) to Halol thing sinful) at Gloria Maris. Af. Our condolences 
Mekinley of The Fore, beautiful see friends happy with their flames. biggest room for an all-night con- This club is becoming the after- ter pigging out, 1 went over to the Оп another note, the scene 
people wished the model, host, о cert just the two of us! "Night of after hours spot this side of town, cinema complex (Cineplex, as mourns the passing of one of its 
Vi. entrepreneur and endorser Dive, sing, dance the Champions,” beat that! ‘The music is really pumpin’. and they call i) and totally got blown dearest brothers, Joselu Vil. 
another full year of surprises. Speaking about flames, I am Later, the people who were at the energy, high. To the owners away by the film, “Bourne lanueva, who was stabbed to 
Tt was such a pleasant evening extremely excited for Gutsy Tua- Paseo Uno (Mandarins latest (Robbie Carmona is one of Supremacy” death by an unknown man inside 
filled with eye candy, as hip, son's new book of underwater night spot—they just launched them) of Halo, Keep itup, guys. T love watching in this cinema the bus on his way home to 
young Manila—or should 1 say, photography. Amanda and her their Lounge night with DJ Elian : because no one else is there—it Malate. 
hip, Young Tali—had a minire buddy, Celine Gabriel (who was Habayeb, every Saturday) joined Sunday session feels like you own the whole the- Joselu, wherever you are, your 
union because oftheir muse's cel. wearing a cute and quirky Louie us, and it became a free-for-all Т епбед my week waking up in ater. The seats are so comfort- family and friends will miss you. 


The country’s future is your business. Join the HSBC Young IT Entrepreneur Awards 2004-2005. 


The world’s local bank knows the importance scholarship, a week-long study tour at the University 
of tapping local talent for the country's good. — of Washington in Seattle, and a chance to participate 


in the Regional Grand Finals in Hong Kong, re, 
So if you're a college student with a business idea H <р 4 %» 


that uses IT, send us your proposal and you сап win Deadline for submissions is 10 November 2004. 
cash prizes of up to Php150,000, an AIM program For more information, log-on to www.hsbc.com.ph. The world's local bank 


owed by The Hongkong ан Shure Banking Салон Lind 


Supporting pornos: 


| Her tan skin rubbed 
| against my pale com- 


| between us. 


My new girlfriend, 
my new frolic 


HAVE a new girl- pem 
I 4 


friend! I just met her 

yesterday. Upon 
seeing her, I lit up and I 
gave her a warm hug. 


plexion. Immediately, 
there was great rapport 


‘She runs fast and is as play- 
ful as I am (and that's danger- 
өші). I think Lam going to fall has always known about my 
deeply in love with her. lovesick condition, promised 

T have an inkling that she me the best looking of the lot. 
likes parties and fashion, too. Мом, after more than six 
Bur 1 don't know that yet. We weeks of breastfeeding, Super! 
are still in the getting-to-know- dog has finally found a new part- 
you stage. ner in growth in super ol' me! 

Тат just too happy that after Anyone is never too ready 
two long years of being single, 1 for parenting, but 1 pray that 1 
mowhavesomeonetodevoreall will have all the patience and 
that love, care and attention lovein this world to make sure 
thatoverfiows in me. Lam, after Super! dog grow up to be a su- 
all, atrue-blue hopeless roman- per bitch—so watch out for 
tic, above anything else. Yes, fi- her. Yap! Yap! 
nally the Lord has answered my 5 
prayers now that Super! dog Wetand wild 
has arrived in my life. The full moon over the 

Tt has been two months of weekend brought out the city's 
waiting ever since Blitz, the nocturnal partyphiles and 
Jack Russell of Tom and Jenni made them howl for more fun 

and fab happenings in the city. 


ipperson, gave birth. My Just 
| Shop best buddy Jenni, who MYNEWIES 
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‘COLLABORATORS Shu Uemura and Ai 


By Bianca Consunji 
23 Correspondent 


HE REALM of beauty hardly 
‘overlaps with charity, save for 
a few notable causes, Because 


of this, beauty has always been per- | 


ceived as a shallow and self-centered 
domain. After ай, what good does a 
bottle of expensive perfume do for a 
starving family in the slums? 

Well, cosmetics giant Shu Uemura 
is changing all that. 

Many know the brand as a high- 


end cosmetic must-have patronized ! 


by celebrities and people who simply 
have a penchant for quality skincare 
and makeup. The facial cleansing oil, 
favored by models and makeup 
artists (for its ability to remove any 
kkind of makeup), is the consistent 
bestseller at the Shu counters. 

However, the company has chosen 
to make beauty more than skin-deep 
with its latest project. 

In a worldwide effort to support 
charity organizations that sponsor 
children and the arts, Shu Uemura 
and Ai Yamaguchi have collaborated 
to produce the  Limited-Edition 
Cleansing Oils, the bottles of which 
are decorated with drawings of 
young girls, each representing a dif- 
ferent type of cleansing ої. 

Yamaguchi, a young artist whose 
work combines classical elements 
from the Edo period with contempo- 
тагу Japanese animation, designed the 
bottles exclusively forthe project. 


Quality education 


‘This is where the Center for Excel- 


ited- lence in Public Elementary Education 


(Centex) comes in. 


ЕШ 


Ї Саи 


Centex, created by the f| 
‘Ayala Foundation to pro- 
wide quality education f 
to underprivileged chil- 8 
dren, is the chosen ben- 
eficiary of Shu Uemura 
Philippines. 

Aside from classrooms, computer 
labs, and multimedia rooms, the 
foundation shoulders the food, text- 
books, uniforms, and a transporta- 
tion subsidy for the children, as well 
as livelihood training seminars and 
workshops for their parents. 

The center, which currently has 
1,000 children in its fold, aims to give 
more than just the basic curriculum of 
math, science and language. It be- 
Jieves children must also be exposed 
toart, thus the tie-up with Shu Uemu- 
та, All proceeds from the sales of the 
Limited-Ediion Cleansing Oils will 
go to the art program for kids that 
Centex is setting up. 

When the cleansing ois are 


ORIGINAL a 


rework by Ai Yamaguchi” 


launched on Oct. 6, a silent auction of 
works by Ai Yamaguchi and Shu Ue- 
mura, as well as by Mauro Malang, 


Romulo | Galicano 


Magsaysay-Ho, will be held at the Ay- 


ala Museum, 


Again, all proceeds of the auction 
will go to Centex. Buyers will end up 
пог only owning valuable pieces of 
art, but will also contribute to а wor- 


thy cause. 


I you'd rather not bid on paintings, 
then go and buy a bottle or two of the 
cleansing oils. This way, you get effec- 
tive skincare and the chance to help 
indigent kids in one blow. 


Email the author at biancaconsun- 


ji@yahoo.com 


Anita 
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(e^ PAINA Celebrates 


; ' хэр: 
Tae б KO 
a N ened 
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AIGLPEPELS LA 


niting advertising users The 


HE PHILIPPINE Association of National Advertisers, a non-profit, non-stock organization, 
was established in 1958 when some national advertisers got together to discuss common 
problems and shortcomings of local advertising practice and the need for a body that would 
brotect the interests of the national advertisers. 


New Logo 


AN EYE, a man with outstretched апіз, and а 
protective canopy - a fluid interaction of ele- 
ments to convey PANAS commitment to pul 
service and perceptiveness to Truth in Advertis- 
ing, the consuming public which PANA seeks to 
serve, and the major mass media. 

"The single color reinforces the concepts of 
truth and service, unity of the orga 
and exudes an ever focused forward thrust. De- 
void of the traditional rectangular border, the 
overall logo illustrates the dynamic spirit of the 
Association, its ability to evolve, and its steady 
pursuit for excellence. 


= 


P АНА is founded on four basic prin- The only organization PA N A 
jples: : 5 TRUTH IN 
in the country that unites the users ADVERTISING 
an essential factor in marketing of ien 
goods and services and, conse- of advertising 


quentially is an important factor in 
the economic life of the country; 

2. The belief that the interests of 
consumers should be the primary 
concern of advertisers and in the 
case of conflict, the interest of the 
consumer should prevail; 

3. The belief that public confi- 
dence in advertising and adver- 
tised goods and services should be 
promoted, and therefore any prac- 
tices that tend to undermine the 
confidence should be prevented or 
corrected. 

4. The belief in the upliftment of 
the standards and practices of ad- 
vertising 


> PL 


Formed by advertisers for adver- | * 

[isers, РАМА is the only organization 
п the country that unites the users 
of advertising. Its member compa- 
Inies comprise every major industry 
[n the country. These companies rep- 
esent a combined advertising ex- 
penditure estimated to exceed 85, 
[percent of all national advertising in 
major media. 

The first attempt after the war to or- 
Izanize those in advertising came with 
the founding of the old Advertising 
Club, which was conceived in 1947 
Jnd organized a year later. The mem- 
bership in the Advertising Club was 
[composed of advertisers, media repre- 
sentatives, agency people, and others 
in related fields. The Advertising Club, 
because of the diverse interests of its 
members, and because it was more of 
[a social club than a professional orga- 
nization, was dissolved in 1951. 

It was not ший 1956, when Robert 
Hinchman Jr arrived іп the Philip- 
pines as advertising manager of Cal- 
tex, that he and Anacleto del Rosario 
took an active interest in getting ad- 
|vertising practitioners to form an or- 
ganization patterned after the US As- 
sociation of National Advertisers. 
[Their efforts resulted in an organiza- 
tional meeting held on Oct 16, 1957 at 
the Old Manila Overseas Press Club on 
Dewey Boulevard near the American 
Embassy. The meeting, attended by 45 
representatives from various busi- 
nesses, established the urgency of or- 
ganizing the PANA. 

The organization of PANA was car- 
ried out by a steering committee, later 
оп called the organizational commit- 
tee composed of Anacleto T. del 
Rosario of Del Rosario Bros Inc, Robert 
Hinchman Jr of Caltex (Philippines), 
Inc; Jesus T. Tanchanco of United 
Drug Co; Carl Van Hoven of Meralco; 
HD Brown of Colgate-Palmolive 
Philippines; JK Lowry Jr of Pepsi-Cola 
Bottling Co, CW Newmann of 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co; R. 
Pertierra of Williams Equipment; Ger- 
ardo Roces of Philippine Air Lines; E 
Nestor Trapaga of Franklin Baker Co 


Sulit sa telebabad. 


Kaya mag-PLDT ka na! 


Areas where PLDT lines are a 
‘SOUTH TAGG 
SOUTH PARAMAQUE 


Promo penod в tom Sept 18-Овс 31, 2004 on. 
2. grand, one month өе в on he ӨР month. Subseipsons on his promaton have an -mon ocn perd. 


FAST-PHONE 
DELIVERY 


2 е-е" “су fall 171 or visit the nearest PLOT Office 


Get a PLDT phone in 5 days 
or you get one month service free"! 


And your highway to the internet. 


Up to 57?6 pa ang matitipid sa installation fees, 
kaya now is the best time to subscribe to PLDT. 


e Post-paid Residential P1,200 (Save P799 or 40%) 
® Post-paid Business P1,500 (Save P2,000 or 57%) 


Promo is ined o пен subscriptons and in areas where PLDT sereni avaiable, PLOT wi confirm svatabhty ol nes о applicants. 


of the Philippines; M. Vangelle of Eter- 
nit Corporation; JD Janzon of Insular 
Life-FGU Insurance. 

On Jan 30, 1958, the Philippine As- 
sociation, of National Advertisers was 
born in a general meeting of represen- 
tatives from 42 companies which 
elected the association's 11-member 
board of Directors. 


 APTS0D protominaton eo apps. 

Subscrbor's premses must have condut wiring тшде. 

PLDT Ine cannot ba mated passes rough another property. 
‘Subsenber or represotabee shouldbe presen ung isiatavon. 


Omer conditions apply Cal 171 ог st he nearest PLOT Business Office lor inquies. 
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er DTINCR Porma нә 438, Series of 2004 
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A set of objectives formed. Directions 
set. Focus adjusted. Spots secured for 
mileposts. One mile at a time. One 
milestone after another. 


The Philippine Association of National 
Advertisers celebrates 46 years of paving 
the way for major changes. Far-reaching. 
Moving and shaking the industry with an 
ability to harness its inherent strength. And 
be the leader that the Association is born 


to be. 


Layingthe Groundwork 


For 2004, PANA made its 
presence felt with its line up 
of objectives, reverberating 
through the halls of Adboard 
and its eight other member 
associations. 


1) Industry Leadership 


Members of the PANA 
2004 Board who sit in the 
Adboard actively 
participate in all 
discussions. 
Held joint PANA-Adboard 
meetings to address 
industry issues like media 
clutter and те 
audience measurement. 
Supported Adboard's 
information campaign on 
the mechanics of self- 
regulation. 

Pushed for another 
research study to 
determine how 
consumers view 
advertising iñ general. 
Participated in the 39° 
Intemational Advertising 
Association World 
Congress. 


2)Member's Benefits 


» Highly informative 
monthly GMM's (General 
Membership Meetings) 
became the venue for 
members to articulate 
their opinions for cases 
where a РАМА position 
needs to be arrived at. 
Accomplished an 
Outreach program, the 1* 
in PANA's history, to go to 
the members and 


encourage them to 
participate in PANA 
ш 


Conducted ап ACRC 


(Advertising Content . 


Regulation Committee) 
orientation for new 
members. 

Launched the PANA 


Adboard member- 
associations, calendar of 
activities, and a password- 
sensitive page where 
classified ads, forum, and 
downloadable materials 
during GMM's will be 
featured. 

Established an e-group to 
discuss current industry 
issues. 
Anewandrefurbished office 
located at the 2% floor of 
Torre de Salcedo Bldg., 
Salcedo Street, Makati City. 


3) Advocacy 


+ Revived the РАМА 
Foundation. Its 1% project 
was to lead discussions 
towards clearing political 
ads prior to media 


PANA's active involvement 
inthe ACRC will ensure that 
truth in advertising will 
prevail 

РАМА active support of 
Adboard's Araw Values 
‘Awards will also ensure that 
ads promoting Filipino 
values will be amply 
recognized. 


2004 PANA Ооз and Board of Dreciors ~ 


Eras 8: Alvarez RAUTER T. Campos: ЛЕНЕТ. ped pum "Digs" 


Pte LONG DISTANCE GLOBE TELECOM KIMBERLY-CLARK PHILIPPINES, INC. 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 


Е Roberto F. Banaag "Bobby. 3 M. Férnandó;"Bleii!/ Ma. Elena Mendoza-Dayrit"Mylene" ` 
. Treasurer Auditor "RO. 

PLANTERS DEVELOPMENT. ALASKA MILK CORPORATION GOLD'S GYM 

BANK : 


Director. 
E Selina HOLDINGS, INC. UNILEVER PHILIPPINES, INC. 


е S Azarcon, OREN 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2004 


‘The focal 


*Collective strength 

‘The combined PANA membership of 
more than 300 companies, spending the 
equivalent of more than 85 percent ofto- 
tal national advertising expenditures 
gives the Association tremendous collec- 
tive strength, and thereby a strong voice, 
within and outside the advertising indus- 
бу. Such united strength can never be 
matched by any individual effort. 
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Special PROJECT 
points of a 300-member organization 


* Self-Regulation 

РАМА has always maintained that self- 
regulation is the best form of regulation 
for the industry as opposed to govern- 
пеш controls. The Association has 
adopted the Code of Ethics, Rules and. 
Regulation for Advertising and Sales 
Promotions of the Advertising Board of 
the Philippines and made йз strict adop- 
Чопа condition of membership. 


‘Industry Spokesman 

As an organization, the Association 
speaks for and represents members at in- 
dustry and government meetings and 
‘discussions where the interests of thena- 
tional advertisers are involved. 


* Education and Training 


Through seminars, workshop and 
open forum discussions which the Asso- 


ciation initiates or co-sponsors with oth- 
ег allied groups in the industry, РАМА 
provides excellent opportunities for 
‘members to exchange experiences and 
ideas and to improve their advert 
knowledge and level of professionalism. 
* Networking 

One of the most valuable benefits of 
РАМА membership is personal contacts 


and fellowship which members are able 
to develop with their fellow members 
and between people in media and adver- 
tising agencies. 


* Government Liaison 

The Association generally opposes any 
types of controls that restrict or repress 
the rights and freedom of advertiser in 
government liaison. 


Defining moments, memorable milestones of PANA’s 46 years 


5 spearheaded the establish 
ment of the Advertising Board of 
the Philippines and the Audit 
Council for print media. A form 
РАМА president as the first elect- 
өй «айттап was instrumental in 
successfully steering the two or- 
ganizations through the initial 
years. 

* Resolved conflicts on ethical 
issues among member advertis- 
ers through its ethics committee. 
Was instrumental in the removal 
and/or revision of a number of 
controversial and objectionable 
ads. í 

+ The first organization in the 
industry to adopt the Internation- 
al Code of Advertising Practice 
and to enforce such code among 
its members. Undertook truth-in- 
advertising campaign among its 
members. 

+ Represented advertisers and 
advertising interests before leg- 
islative and executive bodies 
garding proposed measures and 
rules and regulations affecting 
advertising. Opposed a number 
of unfavorable proposed legisla- 


the ac 


veris 


have 


Asap, 


ment 


tions and regulations, and at the 
same time assisted in formulation 
and drafting guidelines bearing 
оп advertising, such as sales pro- 
motions rules being used by the 
Department of Trade & Industry. 


+ Participated in drafting of existing guide- 
lines for broadcast advertising. 

= Sponsored scholarship programs and 
workshop/seminars/assisted educational in- 
stitutions in the development of curriculum 
concerning advertising. 


* Negotiated rate protection, preferential 
rates, and other concessions from media for 
РАМА members advertisers 

+ The presence of PANA in itself has gener- 
ally served as a deterrent against unreason- 
able media rate increases and practices. 


the rules and regulations on ad- 


the government and the industry 
(for a period of one year of week- 
ly meetings). The same rules 


‘Adboard code of ethics. 

= Negotiated and worked out 
acceptable guidelines and stan- 
dards of business relationships 
‘with other sectors and interests in 
the industry represented by 4A5 
(then АРАА & Lapis), KBE Primo, 


= Successfully opposed moves 
to increase agency commission. 
Represented advertisers’ in- 
terests on such important issues 
as increase in media rates, pro 
tection period for rate announce- 


tices affecting advertisers. 


* Participated and represented 


dvertisers in the drafting of 


sing practice worked out by. 


now been adopted as the 


etc. 


and other business prac- 


With Respect to Its 
Members 
1. To enable the members of 
the Association to speak with 
one voice and act with one pur- 


nars 


pose on advertising matters 1 

2. То make every effort to 
ensure that all advertising pro- 
duced by its members is truth- 
ful, does not mislead, and is 
good taste 

3. To assist anyone or more 
of the members on issues of 
general significance relevant 
tothe advertising trade. 

4. To encourage the study of 
the theory and practice of ad- 
vertising and the improvement 
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E g 
ingis 


the 
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of its techniques; to serve as а 
center of information on ad 
vertising matters in coopera- 
tion with allied institutions or 


legis 


tisini 
associations; and to facilitate 
contacts between advertisers 
to their mutual advantage. 
5. Generally, to promote fur- 
ther and protect the mutual in- 
terests of the members. 1 
fair 
With Respect. pw 
to Consumers 


and the Public at Large. 

То promote public confi- 
dence in advertising and ad 
чепей goods and services 
through the promotion of truth 
in advertising and by calling 
attention practices which tend 
to undermine that confidence. 


ын 


with 
tising 


With Respect 
to the Educational Field 
To help build a reservoir of 
good advertising talent in the 
Philippines through coopera- 
tion with the nation's schools, 
colleges and universities and 
other айе institutions or as- 
sociations, and the holding of 
forums, workshops and semi 


Specific Objectives 
for tbe Filipino 


lated arts and sciences. 


deemed desirable any adver- 
tising movement in the nation- 


pense, an essential factor in 
an important factor in the eco- 
ficial legislations regarding 


advertising and against unfair 


restrictions directed at adver: 


further the adoption of ethical 


business relations among ad- 
vertising and cooperate with 
them for the benefit of adver- 


‘To maintain good relations 


€ 
РАМА 


оп advertising and the re- 


With Respect 
to Government 
To support as may be 


легезг 
То maintain that advertis- 
is a legitimate business ex- 


marketing services and 
ls and, consequentially, is 


ic life of the country. To 
е representations for ben- 
lations or unreasonable 


8 


With Respect 
to the Advertising 
Industry 
To work constantly for 
cost in advertising and to 


dards of practice in the 


8 


allied institutions or asso- 
ions connected with adver- 
ig and cooperate with them 


= 


TRUTH IN 
ADVERTISING 


‘In April 1987, PANA supported the posi- 
tion taken by five of its member-companies 
withdrawing advertising support from TV 
“showbiz” talkshow. PANAS move for more 
wholesome programming was widely ap- 
plauded by industry and consumer groups. 
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Starting October 1, | 
Sun Cellular will let you 9 
call and text all you want, 

Sun to Sun*, 


24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 


| 
Г 
і 1 
| | 
5 ja 


» 


‘Hurry and be one i 
of the first : 2 
neu subscribers | П 
to get it FREE : 


ж 


„local calls ond texts only. |., 


With Sun Cellular's 24/7 Call 8 Text Unlimited, you can call and text all you want Sun їо Sun. For postpaid subscribers, just 
pay ?250 a month on top of the Monthly Service Fee. For prepaid subscribers, load up 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited via call 
cards, e-pins or text - available in two load denominations: P100 valid for 10 days and P250 valid for 30 days. That's a 
small price to pay for the privilege of calling and texting from now 10 sawa. No more tipid texts. No more tipid calls. 


Subscribe from October 1 to 31, 2004 and be one of the 1 


P1 trt 
20 x ү first new subscribers to enjoy up to 30 days of free trial. 


New postpaid subscribers’ free 30-day trial period starts on "nm 

the Ist day of their billing cycle. New prepaid subscribers’ — мат» 

free 15-day trial period starts 24 hours after their first coll 3 até i Po 

or text. Active Sun Cellular postpaid and prepaid subscribers 5e unto 

as of September 30, 2004, will also enjoy the same free 54 ш 

trial periods. өз aem 
2 


Now with better network, better value. 1 1 ! 
Ч For more information, visit wow suncellulaz comm ph. You may als call the Sun Cellular Hotline 395-8000 or dial 200 using your Sun Cellular phone. 2 CELLULAR 


Everything Important is Under the Sun 
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Fun facts about your ‘plastic money’ 


‘THAT thin plastic card that has saved your skin 
countless times in many shopping sorties (but at a 
price, mind you) has its own story to tell, too. Here 
are some interesting facts you might find useful in 

7E striking up a conversation when you're waiting for 
that pretty, or handsome, sales attendant to verify 

rd in your next purchase. Here's hop- 
ing you haven't maxed your credit, by then. 

* According to Encyclopedia Britannica, the use 
of credit cards originated in the United States dur- 
ing the 1920s, when individual companies, such as 
hotel chains and oil companies, began 
them to customers for purchases made at those 
businesses. This use increased significantly after 
World War. 

= The first universal credit card—one that could 
be used at a variety of stores and businesses—was 
introduced by Diners Club Inc in 1950. American 
Express followed suit in 1958. 

* Under the bank credit-card system, where the 
bank credits the account of the merchant as sales 
slips are received (this means merchants are paid 
quickly), the first national bank plan was 


asis in 1959 by the Bank of America in California 


This system was licensed in other states starting in 
1966, and was renamed Visa in 1976. Soon after, 
MasterCard followed (which was originally called 
Master Charge). 

* Although phone companies, gas companies 
and department stores have their own numbering 
systems, the ANSI Standard X4. 13-1983 is the sys- 
tem used by most credit-card systems. 

+ The stripe on the back of a credit card is a mag- 
netic stripe, often called a magstripe. The 
magstripe is made up of tiny iron-based magnetic 
particles in a plastic-like film. Each particle is really 
а tiny bar magnet about 20-millionths of an inch. 
Jong. The magstripe can be "written" because the 
tiny bar magnets can be magnetized in either a 
north or south pole direction. The magstripe on the 
back ofthe card is very similar to a piece of cassette 
tape. 

* There are basically three types of credit cards: 
Bank cards, issued by banks (for example, Visa, 
MasterCard and Discover Card); Travel and enter- 
tainment (T&E) cards, such as American Express 
and Diners Club; and House cards that are good 
only in one chain of stores. (Information compiled 
from howstuffworks.com) 


NO FEES TO PAY 
WHEN YOU APPLY FOR 
A MABUHAY MILES VISA 
FROM 3 SEPTEMBER - 

30 NOVEMBER 2004. 


Carry the credit card that lets you 
fiy free for as little as 3,000 Miles. 
You can earn Miles on all your 
purchases - and double or triple the 
Miles in select stores. With Mabuhay 
Miles Visa, you're sure to fly for free! 


3 EASY WAYS TO GET 
A MABUHAY MILES VISA! 


JUST CALL! 


751-8000 mero маш) | 
(032) 415-9888 (CEBU) 
(082) 300-2228 (DAVAO) 

i 

! 


Simply са! the dedicated hotine, An HSBC 
Customer Service Representative wili recive your 
call and process your application: 


JUST TEXT! 

Text HSBC<space>Full Name 
<space>Area Code+Phone 
Number<space>Email Address 
To 2327 for Globe and Touch Mobile subscribers | 


To 700-HSBC(4722) for Smart and Talk n’ Text 
subscribers 


HSBC Catherine Perez 
(6328121141 
cperez@yahoo.com 


‘Send one text message. Our HSBC Customer 
Service Representative wil сай you soon aller to 


YOUR TRIPS TO THE Earn one Mile for every P45 you charge. 1 facliate your application. 
GROCERY CAN EARN YOU You can also earn double or triple the Miles at select establishments. : JUST LOG Он! 
FREE TRIPS. And with just 3,000 Miles, you can already fly for free to a local destination. www.hshc.com.phr 
Fly free and easy with Mabuhay Miles Visa from HSBC. Apply for one today. Visit the website and apply online. 


Apply for a Mabuhay Miles Visa today 
= and enjoy the reward you could only 
dream about with other credit cards 
Not only is it easy to apply; it's 
absolutely FREE! 


Ikaw rin...sayang ang Miles! 


PL 


HSBC <xp | бшш 


The world's focal bank 
o emere. sat зон ини. 
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Travel Payment Cards 
bring maximum flexibility and superior control 


By Peter Gordon, vice president, Commercial Payment Solutions, Asia/Pacific 


MasterCard International 


TODAY'S competitive environment 
means that corporations must always re- 
main agile and mobile. Travel and enter- 
tainment expenditures are necessary for 
sales, management needs, and many 
other areas of operation. On average, 
T&E is the third highest business expense 
category. The ability to effectively man- 
age them can have a postive impact on 
bottom line. The implementation of the 
right program could potentially result in 
savings of up to 50 percent per year for 
the corporation 

For greater efficiency, corporations 
need to contain and monitor expenses in 
flexible manner, yet have complete com- 
mand over spending data. The corpora- 
tion needs a corporate payment card 
program that is - from beginning to end - 


customized to meet the company's finan- 
ial requirements and takes care of em- 
ployees on the move. 


Tools to gain a competitive edge 

With the proliferation of corporate 
payment cards, the corporation may find 
it difficult to find a program that is con- 
gruent to its need for flexibility and con- 
frol. Important factors to look for in the. 
selection process include: 
Manageability 

The payment card shoukdalso provide 
tools that help control expenses and 
make better-informed financial deci- 

Finance managers should be able to 
customize the program to set spending 


limits, authorization, and other criteria. 
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‘System Usage 


that will help travelling personnel gt $ it 
thelr work done. The service provider 18 
should also provide the company wih — 4% 
access to a repository of data ofthe com- — 3 
panys spending. Value-added features J 4 
оша include the capability ю break — $ 
down the information to show spending " @ 
patterns, types of establishments, fre- 


quency, business unit and more. 

"With this data management capability, 
the organization will benefit from an en- 
hanced ability to identify cost-saving, en- 
forced travel policies, negotiate with 
vendors, and streamline expense report- 
ing. 

"The program should also accommo- 
date the demands of the global nature of 
business that requires the flexibility to 
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New MasterCard credit cards 
liven up your lifestyle 


The credit card industry is more vibrant 
and robust than ever. characterized this year 
by a roster of niche card products tailored to 
the needs of different markets. 


Cultivating a close relationship with its 
member financial institutions. MasterCard 
International alone has helped launch no less 
than seven credit cards within the first seven 
months. reinforcing its position as a leading 
imemational card payment brand in the 
Philippines. 


The emergence of market-customized 
payment cards affirm the growing consumer 
demand for producis that cater to their 
specific lifestyles. As attested by Jose Rene 
Villa-Real, country manager. Philippines, 
MasterCard International: “More 
cardholders are going for credit cards that 
have features and benefits relevant to their 
needs. We at MasterCard are pleased to have 
initiated with our member banks the move. 
towards this direction, resulting in greater 
‘customer appreciation, market growth, and 
profitability.” 


With the most number of card programs in 
the country, MasterCard, through its 
collaboration with member banks, now taps 
strongly into various market segments 
composed of the youth. international 
travelers, and even health and fitness 
‘enthusiasts. The new card programs launched 
this year are summed up as follows: 


Young and innovative 

The first rounded-edge designed credit 
card launched by BPI late last year has 
replicated itself into a smaller, and even more 
unconventional form this year the BPI M 
Edge MasterCard, Small enough to fit on a 
key ring, it comes with a detachable plastic 
case that you can easily Пір back to reveal the 
card's magnetic stripe. ready for swiping at a 
payment counter. It continues to be a hot item. 
among the youth who gravitate towards the 
unusual, the fashionable, and the trendy, and 
it demonstrates MasterCard's leadership in 
innovation and design. in accord with the 
changing lifestyle needs ofits cardholders. 


On the go 
Frequent travelers, meanwhile, can enjoy 
special benefits with the Equitable Travel 
Card MasterCard. This card comes with two 
separate credit li in Peso and in US 
Dollar, giving you greater purchasing power 
and the convenience of paying in cither of 
these denominations. Plus, unlike other travel 
cards that are limited to a single airline, the 
Equitable Travel Card MasterCard gives 
` mileage points in whatever mode of 
transportation you choose by land, sea or: 
Other benefits include: Automatic insurance 
coverage while traveling, a low P40 
minimum purchase requirement to carn 1 
‘Travel c-point, lower interest charges, two- 
year waiver of annual fees for new 
‘cardholder, and travel-related rewards items, 
among others. 


1 Recognizing the increasing market 
prominence and progressiveness of Cebu, 
MasterCard gave its support to the first co- 
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branded card program for Security Bank and. 
for the Philippine newspaper industry, the 
Cebu Daily News Security Bank 
MasterCard credit card. Launched last 
February, this is the first credit card to cater 
to the lifestyle of Cebuanos, giving them 
discounts and freebies from various 
shopping, dining, and hotel and resort 
establishments in Cebu. Being a 
MasterCard card, Cebuanos can enjoy the 
convenience and spending power of this 
new card anywhere they may bc. 


Three-for-one 
With PSBank, the country's second 
largest thrift bank, MasterCard was able to 


collaborate for not just one but three card 
programs. The first involves the introduction 
of PSBanks first credit card product, the 
PSBank Classic and Gold MasterCard 
cards. The second collaboration resulted in 
the launch of two international debit card 
programs: the PSBank ATM Card and the 
PSBank Flexi Credit Line Money Card. The 
last two cards have been enhanced with the 
Maestro/Cirrus brands, giving cardholders 
access to deposit accounts and credit lines 
24/7 at any of the more than 935,000 
MasterCard/Maestro/Cirrus ATMs 
worldwide. 


Fit and healthy 

MasterCard also flexed its muscle last 
summer to give health and fitness enthusiasts 
their own unique card the Equitable Gold's 
Gym MasterCard. Cardholders can get 
discounts in sports shops, health 
establishments, and other outlets such as 
Toby's Sports, GNC, Gold's Gym Body Shop. 
Health Express, the Suriya Spa, Mossimo, 
Hard Rock café, V Bar, Temple Bar, The 
Basement Salon, and Cebu Pacific. The 
Equitable Gold's Gym MasterCard. also 
comes with a dual billing feature that bills 
cardholders cither in Pesos or US Dollars, the 
E-Pay Installment Plan to help them pay for 
big-ticket items casily, the Equitable 
Advantage Plus Rewards Program, and many 
other features. 


Shopping supreme 

The card that rewards shoppers with more 
shopping is none other than the BDO Shop 
More MasterCard. It gives four times more 
Rewards points when used at SM Department 
Store, and six times more points when used at 
SM Supermarket and SM Appliance Center. 
This is in addition to the regular Rewards 
points cardholders eam when shopping at any 
MasterCard-accredited establishment. BDO 
Shop More MasterCard cardholders also get 
to choose from any item sold at SM 
Department Store, SM Supermarket and 18 
other retail affiliates for their Rewards. With 
its generous Rewards points, you'll be able to 
shop and shop some more indeed and that’s a 
valuable thing in these economically trying 
times. 


Budget conscious 

Finally, young professionals concerned 
about stretching their budget can go for the 
new East West Bank MasterCard credit card. 
When used for basic commodities suchas gas, 
groceries, and medicines, the card applies 
only a 2.25% interest rate, while for non-basic 
purchases such as clothing, jewelry, travel, 
and the like, it applies a 2.75% interest rate, 
The East West Bank MasterCard also offers 
the longest interest-free payment period of 54 
days, allowing its cardholders almost two 
months to extend payment for their purchases 
without interest. It's truly a card that enhances 
purchasing power and encourages you to use 
it for basic necessities, another product fit for 
today's economy and lifestyle. 


Now with more than 50 card programs 
running in the country, MasterCard reinforces 
its stance with this year's new line-up as the 
most preferred card payment partner ol 
member financial institutions. 


THE ABOVE chart indicates the average number of logins by various level of 
personnel within a corporation. 


handle the demands of multiple offices Compatibility 
‘worldwide. Global and regional report- 

ing is fast becoming standard require- ly customized for use within the compa- 
ment for larger organizations. 


‘Transaction information must be easi- 


nys expense or eexpense reporting 
management systems. 

Rich data and interoperability with your 
company’s expense management and finan- 
cial management / accounting systems will 
provide an essential source of decision-mak- 
ing information. Data is actionable for both 
reconciliation and strategie purposes. 


Top 5 Reports 
Account Statement 
Expense Report. 
Cost Allocation Summary 
Spending Analysis Detail 
Card Program Analysis 


Customization 

The program should provide user-friendly 
features for the implementation of multiple 
security and control features. 

"This is to ensure that individual corporate 
cards are used for purposes that are consis- 
tent with the company's travel policy. Corpo- 
rations should also be able to choose to have 
individual billings sent to each cardholder, ог 
channeled toa central billing system that pro- 
vides the finance department with a single 
consolidated statement for back-end reconcil- 
ation. The latter is seen as best practice. 


Convenience 

"The payment card program should meet 
the needs of the employee no matter where 
he/she does business - in the office, on the 
road, oronline. 

The program should ensure that all trans- 
actions are within a highly secured environ- 
ment in a wide range of scenarios. Online re- 
porting should be provided to enable employ- 
ees to report expense while on the road. 

Corporations who are considering a T&E or 
corporate payment card program should re- 
view the organization's requirements. The so- 
lution chosen must deliver for all employees 
whether they are managing expense report- 
ing systems or entertaining clients. AS such, 
the payment card solution provider should be. 
prepared to customize programs so that it 
links perfectly to the company’s corporate 
travel policies, MIS requirements, and other 
characteristics ofthe operations. 

"The program chosen for T&E expenses to- 
day must be expandable to meet a broader 
range of needs in the future. Versatility and 
flexibility to meet бише needs are essential. 
to any company ina changing, highly compet- 
itive world. 


MasterCard. 
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The program chosen 
for T&E expenses 
today must be 
expandable to meet a 
broader range of 
needs in the future. 
Versatility and 
flexibility to meet 
future needs are 
essential to any 
company ina 
changing, highly 


competitive world. 
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Free coffeemaker 


h Citibank Gold 


ENJOY a bright and perky day with a personal coffeemaker free from Citibank for an approved Gold credit 

а, card application from now until Sept. 30. Aside from this amazing offer, new Citibank Gold cardholders al- 

* so enjoy waived first year fees as well аз а wealth of exciting perks and benefits, foremost of which is 

automatic membership to Citibank World Privileges, а global benefit program that lets 

Citibank Gold Cardholders see more of the world in utmost style and convenience. Avail- 

able in more than 16,000 establishments in over 60 countries, Citibank World Priv- 

ileges emphasizes recognition, priority service and preferential treatment like 

hotel upgrades, priority access to executive lounges, VIP treatment at the 

finest restaurants and discounts at dining, shopping and entertainment outlets. 
all 423-3000 or log on to wwwcitibank.com.ph. 


Telecom (РТ) recently signed an 
agreement to provide Globe 
prepaid cell phone users the facility 
to load their phones anytime, 
anywhere ба text and charge their load 
to their Visa, [СВ or MasterCard credit 
cards. Signing the agreement are Bankard 
president and CEO Joven D. Reyes (2nd 
from right) and JPT president and CEO 
Carlos S. Nocon (2nd from left). Witnessing the 
‘event are JPT vice president Carlos V.Nocon|r алд Bankard assistant vice president Louie E. Garcia. 


MTV Credit Card now in RP 


МТУ Networks Asia and Equitable happening places locally and in some countries in the 
CardNetwork Inc, two of today's most region. It is one's ticket to the exciting world of club- 
prestigious and highly respected bing, craving, fashion, entertainment, health and beau- 
companies, join hands to launch the ty pampering and indulgence, gadgets and gizmos, 
most wanted card in town, the 


ps and getaways courtesy of hundreds of merchants. 
MTV Credit Card: They were the To apply for an MTV Credit Card, visit any Equitable 
same team that introduced the МТУ PCIBank branches and check out the MTV Credit Card 
Debit Card tothe Philippine market ast year, Mall Tours this September and October. 
Shown during the contract sign were, from left, 
Jack Madrid, MTV Philippines general manager, rr 
Christopher James, MTV Networks Asia's vice president 
for nerwork development, licensing and merchandis- 
ing, Eugenio Hernando, Equitable Card's senior execu 
tive vice president, and Nelia Carlos, Equitable Card's 
senior vice president 

Honored in ай Visa-accredited establishments world- 
wide, this co-branded creditcard between MTV and Eq 
titable Card is designed to address the lifestyle and in- 

sts of the MTV generation. Aside from the conve- 
nience of Visa's network ready credit facility, it also of- 
fers great perks and privileges such as disco 
bies, exclusive invites to the hippest events and most 


y ES 
flaunt it EO : 


get exclusive access to. 
mtv award shows & events 
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іі Azzuno« Basement * Gwelos 

«¥ Ponicelê + Nuvo « Peligro * Sidebar * 

С Temple: ı American Boulevard * 

2 Aman Exchange» Authentic Foss AW. 

1 Gifishoppe (Cebu + BAYO (Cebu * Beauty 
Bar + Charles & Keil - CK Jeans ~ Colour 18 + 
Diesel = Essences by Rustan's + Eye Exports 

fe Xhiald * Fitting Room (Cebu) « Genevieve 

Gozum (Cebu) = G-Force» Hell Of Fame + 

Kenneth Cole * Nine West « Olympic Gold + 

Olympic Vilage * Olympic World * Polo Jeans 

Co. * Quksiver Boordriders Club « Ritratto 


(Geb) Бал Sar Store (Cebu) * Springfield 


[ locally and internationally 
f + enjoy over 50 

. < ‘discounts & privileges 
i 


edo Zanet + Teriyaki Boy To 

‘Body Tune (Cebu) - Luna Moo 
анлок Center Cebu) * Lush - Medan 
Spa Сери) Te Surya Spa. Touchn Heal 
3 т «Ботссаһда Resort 
| : 5 


‘Apply now and get а tree CD if your 
application is approved by Dec. 31, 2004. 


M PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 9 -- 


[єп Special PROJECT 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2004 “ 


Credit card holders can be wiser 


MANY people have been saved their monthly credit card bills. Dream JCB has changed many a 
from potentially embarrassing Why? The answer is plain and cardholders perception of what a 
moments by their credit cards. simple. Their old reliable credit credit card is and should be. With 
Not а few housewives have card has started charging higher its low annual fee of P800 and 
reached the grocery counter with interest rates. Out of blind loyal- low monthly effective revolving 
so many items to pay only to find ty the cardholders have stopped interest rate of 2.5 percent 
Out theres not enough cash in looking at how much the higher not just a credit card to use dur- 
their wallets, Some yuppies may interest rates have become a bur- ing emergency situations, my- 


have tried to impress their barka- den. Dream JCB has become a tool for 
da on а night out but ended up 18% about time to take the effective management of funds. 
short on cash. blinkers off. Heed the Bankard Imagine the savings you get when. 


Situations like these demon- credo-don't work for your credit you own а myDream JCB as 
strate consumers’ dependence on card, let your creditcard work for against any of the leading credit 
credit cards. Lately, however, ап you. card brands. 

increasing number of cardhold- Decide now to make that most То get a better understanding, 
ers are finding it hard to settle important switch. бо with the look over myDream JCB's value- 
their monthly dues. Suddenly, card that’s sensitive to cardhold- added and cost friendly features: 
they're realizing they don’t have ers needs, and aims to serve, not — * Low annual fee. At P800, it's 
enough left to settle their dues be a burden. Grab a myDream the lowest in the market for an in- 
and can hardly raise funds to pay JCB card. ternational card. 

for the minimum amount due on Only a year inthe market, my- | * Low effective monthly inter- 


est rate of 2.5 percent for revoly- 
ing amounts as against the 3.25 
to 35 percent monthly interest 
charged by other credit card 
brands. 

* Accepted for PEP Installment 
at effective monthly interest rates 
as low as 1.5 percent per month 
for a three-month term, 
cent per month for a si 
term, and 2 percent per month 
for a 12-month term. Note that 
myDream JCB only quotes “effec- 
tive" or real interest rates and not 
the usual “nominal” or add-on 
rates charged by other brands. 
Details on this are available from 
the myDream JCB customer hot- 
line at 888-1818. 

* Convenient balance conver- 
sion feature allows cardholders 


to conver all or a part of their Deci 
‘outstanding balance or retail pur- Decide now to 


chases to installment any time 
қаша meen SP make that most 


‘customer hotline. 


* Balance transfer facility al- 


important switch. 


lows cardholders to transfer bal- (GO with the card 
ance from their non-Bankard 


cards to their myDream JCB o. that’s sensitive to 
‘enjoy immediate savings. 

* O-percent interest install- Cardholders 
ment deals in three, six or 12- » 
month terms at select merchant Needs, and aims 
establishments for purchase of 
sppliances, furniture and other tO SETVE, not bea 


big-ticket items. 


ы Online payment facity and Durden. Grab a 


statement viewing via its website 


www.Bankard.com. 
«International 


ае 


g 


, The new symbol for payin 


ү: e SS 


i FINALLY THE CREDIT CARD 
THAT ANSWERS YOUR NEEDS AND MORE. 


* The LOWEST monthly revolving interest of only 2.25% for 
basic purchases. ` 
| © The LIGHTEST monthly payments of only 3.5% of your 
total balance. 
* The LONGEST monthly payment period of up to 54 days. 


All these plus the convenience of global acceptance. 
| live it up with East West Bank MasterCard. 

/ Another sign of good things to complete your life. 
Coll 719-8888 and avail now. 


k PLUSI Your first year annual membership fee is WAIVED! 


аилана UE ESSE 


www eastwestbanker.com. 


Main Office: 6795 Ayala Ave. сос Herrera St, Salcedo Vil, Makati Cty 


Елші: service@eastwestbanker.com 


1 


and local 
recognition and acceptability. 


myDream JCB 
card. 


The East West Bank 
advantage at 10 


1 THE SIGNS of good things surround East 


West Bank оп the celebration of its 10th an- 
miversary East West Banks first decade is 
marked by growth and stability, manifested 
by its growing number of customers enjoying. 
a wide array of innovative products and ser- 
vices that redefine the way banking should 
be. 

"The strongest sign that the Bank is moving 
forward is its steady growth. The Bank has 
registered over P20 billion in resources, with 
traditional deposits growing to P14.5 billion. 
Its total loan portfolio swelled to P11.2 billion 
forthe second quarter of 2004. 

East West Bank's sign of commitment to 


| «Шеше is clearly seen by its continuous net- 


‘work expansion. To date, the Bank has 62 per- 
sonal banking centers (PBCs) and 70 ATMs, 
all placed in strategic locations nationwide. In. 


| the next five years, the Bank is expected to 


bring its branch network to 100. 

The signs of convenience are also with the. 
NetAccess online banking facility through the 
bank's website wwweastwestbanker.com. In- 
dividuals and corporate customers alike con- 
veniently use NetAccess to do funds transfer, 
balance inquiry, and bills payment. This facili- 
ty is also the platform for the Bank's superior 
cash management services, the Corporate 
Suite. Through Corporate Suite and NetAc- 
cess, clients can now do payroll and data up- 
loads, track collections and disbursements- 
online, real time. Recently, the Bank intro- 
duced the e-Disbursement facility that totally 
does away with cumbersome check prepara- 
tion and offers the unique SMS and e-mail no- 
tification alerts for payees upon successful 
crediting of payments 

There is also the ропа! wwwmylife.ph 
where а customer may discover fresh rela- 
tionships with other customers of the bank as 
‘well as enjoy business opportunities while do- 
ing bank transactions. For customer ihquiries 
and feedback, the exclusive 8-АССЕЅ (822- 
2377) hotline is available for bank inquiries. 
and service requests. Another facility that al- 
lows for greater convenience is rhe Banks 
mobile banking facility, the MobileAccess, 


+ Where the customer may transact with the 


bank using a cellular phone. 

‘Another innovation is the EZ Check Signa- 
ture Verification System wherein specimen 
signatures of clients can be retrieved anytime. 
at the branch level for easy online verification. 


1 of clients transacting with the Bank. The sys- 
1 tem hasbeen piloted in selected Metro Manila 


———— i 


and Luzon РВС» and is expected to be avail- 
able atall PBCs by next year. 

A sign of concern for the customers’ future 
is evident through high-yielding accounts like 
the 5-year SecuredFuture Fund and the Sav- 
ings Maximizer. Then, there is Infinity Bank- 
ing, which gives high net worth clients kingly 
perks such as exclusive use of Infinity banking 
centers for meetings, exclusive deals and 
Concierge services, among others. 

Recently, the bank introduced the East 
West Bank MasterCard, which redefines the 
power of credit with its lowest interest 
charges, lightest monthly payments and 
longest interestíree credit period, among 
other attractive features. 

East West Bank has also ensured that the 
cost of doing business remains affordable for 
its customers. То date, inter-branch transac- 
tions are free of charge and service fees are 
lower compared to other banks. ATM transac- 
tionis are free of charge for EWB ATM Access 
cardholders using the EWB network. In addi 
tion, the Banks initial deposit and balance ге 
quirements are among the lowest in the in- 
dustry. 

‘All these products and services are de- 
signed to allow clients to discover and experi 
ence the good things, while they find more 
strengthened relationships with East West 
Bank to make ther lives complete. Ё 

As East West Bank president Elrey T. Ramos 
said, "Our growth for the past 10 years has 
been remarkable. But that's no reason to stay 
put. The best ones, they say, just keep on 


y pushing ший there are no more roads. And 


when there's no more path to conquer, we'll 
create new ones." 
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1ST SHOPPING MALL 
Despite economic woes, 
Bangladesh hungers for malling 


DHAKA--Bangladesh’s first shopping and en- 
tertainment mall opens in the capital Dhaka 
next month as new figures show a huge in- 
crease in imports fueled by demand from the 
‘emerging middle-class in one of the world’s 
poorest countries 

‘The 21-floor Bashundhara City mall took 
six years to build and will feature an iceskat- 
ing rink, multiplex cinema, gym, foodcourt 
and indoor theme park. 

itis eventually expected to have more than 
1,000 shops on over 1.6 million sqm of floor 
space, 

The center has caused excitement among 
affluent Dhakaites and а younger generation 
hungry for Western-style leisure 

"Imported cosmetics and shoes are higher 
quality than non-imported ones зо Pm very 
‘much looking forward to buying these things 
there with my friends and family; we are ай 
excited by ths," said Fancy Rahman, 33, a 
full-time mother whose husband is an adver- 
tising executive, 

“Tt will be very successful too with the 
young people who all want to move with the 
times and get the Western style. Bangladesh 
doesn’t have anything like this but i is start- 
ing to catch up now with the rest of the 
world," she added. 

Executive director of the center Mo- 
hammed Ahsanullah said the complex, which 
opens Oct. 3, would be a new experience for 
the city oF 12 million people. 

"The facilities for leisure and entertain: 
ment in the city are really insufficient at the 
moment and this center will be the first to try 
to fill that gap,” he said. 

Nearly half of the Bangladeshi population 
lives on less than a dollar a day. 

But like neighboring India, Bangladesh has 
a growing and increasingly Westernized mid- 
dle class with money to spend on new con- 
sumer products and services. 

In the year to June 30, Bangladesh import- 
ed luxury and other goods worth more than 
15 billion taka ($260 million), an increase of 
32,3 percent from the previous year, aceord- 
ing to commerce ministry figures. Gross do- 
mesti product grew by 5.5 percent, continu- 
ingan upward trend. 

"The middle class's newfound affluence is 
visible all over Dhaka. A building boom has 
seen gleaming new high-rises springing up 
each week while scores of expensive new 
restaurants serving foreign cuisine have 
opened in rhe upmarket suburbs. 

А $65-million theme park which opened 
two years ago attracts hundreds of visitors 
each week. 

The country's economic base has been un- 
dergoing rapid structural change. Agriculture 
remains the main employer but its contribu- 
tion to GDP has shrunk from 50 percent in 
1972-73 to 20 percent in 1999-2000, accord- 
ing ro the central bank. 

The success of the garments export sector 
has led the way in boosting industrial produc- 
tion growth to an average six percent a year 

"The richest 10 percent is controlling 41 
percent of the country’s income," said 
economist Devapriya Bhattacharya of 
Bangladesh's Centre for Policy Dialogue. 

“The very rich have always shopped abroad 
but the lower end of the rich section of society, 
which is growing, is getting rich from various 
things like remittances from relatives work- 
ing abroad and from entrepreneurial activi- 
ties. 

“They have a huge spending power and are 
behind the demand for imported goods,” he 
added 

The consumer goods of the Bashundhara 
complex will remain far out of reach for the 
majority of Dhaka's 12 million inhabitants but 
many welcome it as а sign of economic 
growth. 

“The shops there will be very expensive so 
people like me will never be able to go there,” 5 S 5 
said Ratan Mia, a street hawker earning about > Eig e 
260 taka ($4) a day x * "We've got it all for you! 

"Bot these things are good for our country : Ed Suy 
because they mean progress, which is good QUAPO « MAKAÑ « CUBAG + HARRISON + NORTH EDSA » STA MESA. DATIGAS * ASPIRAS » BACDUR « ЫМЕН « МАЖА» [DEPARTMENT STORE 
for people like me too.” AFP PAMPANGA » ILOILO * CEBU » DAYAQ * CAGAYAN DE ORO « BICUTAN * LUCEHA * BAGUIO + MARILAO + DASMARINAS 
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Value shopping in style 
at the new Edsa Central " 


THE MAJOR improvement on the bustling 
corner of Shaw Boulevard and Edsa has re- 
vvived interest in the once chaotic location 
peppered with sidewalk vendors, pedestri 
ans, loiterers, and unruly traffic. Today, it is 
characterized by an organized traffic and 
pedestrian system, clean surroundings, and a 
focused direction complementing the Orti- 
gas business district - 

Edsa Central, a 23-year-old urban land- 
mark, was recently refurbished to once again 
become one of Metro Manila's preferred val- 
че shopping destinations. Greenfield Devel- 
opment Corp, a leading property develop- 
ment and management company, undertook 
the revival of what was once the only com- 
‘mercial and entertainment hangout in Man- 
daluyong. . 

Standing оп a 25-hectare commercial 
complex in Greenfield District, the new Edsa 
Central Mall was built using state-of the-art 

gineering and architecture to suit the 

times and the changing needs of its clientele. 
Ie features the Edsa Central Pavilion, charac- 
terized by a high, curved ceiling and rein- 
forced frosted glass windows that create а 
modern look for its customers. 

Shops like Watson's and My Dollar Store 
offer high quality items at affordable 
prices: Trendy, high-quality merchandise 
are also offered at Bench, Nike, Otto Shoes, 
Lee USA, Dickies USA, Blues Brothers, 
Wrangler, Leaveland, and IFU. For shop- 

'Èpers on the lookout for great bargains, they 
Заа visit the new Edsa Central Square lo- 
“cated across the mall. The latter contains 
branches of Let's Face It, Bangkok Foot Spa 
{Gor Beverly Hills Salon, for spa services and 
{skin pampering. For home décor and appli- 

, Rance -needs, there's Automatic Center, 
p jome City, and Workstation 
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‘THE 23-year-old landmark was recently refurbished. 


‘The 3,000-sqm Food Central on the sec- 
ond level of the Edsa Central Pavilion, mean- 
while, has delicious, affordable meals for 
customers. Promenaders can also check out 
the al fresco dining setup in the balcony, 
which overlooks the entire Edsa Central 
Complex. The area contains popular fastfood 
outlets like Jollibee, KFC, Chowking, Мах, 
Burger King, Greenwich, Goto King, and Piz- 
та Hut. Food lovers can likewise enjoy new 
and sumptuous offers from Indulgence, Bin 
Khamis Kebab House, Nacho King, and 
French Baker. 

For fresh produce, meat, and seafood, 
homemakers and other clients can buy quali- 
ty ingredients at the Edsa Central Market- 
place-the only traditional wet market in a 
commercial and business district. 

For many years now, Edsa Central has 
served as a convergence point for thousands 


- Philips joins BPI Installment 
* Madness at Glorietta 4 


of commuters. Before boarding the bus, FX, 
jeepney, or taxi, travelers сап buy 
Pasalubong for the family and choose from a 
number of food and merchandise stalls that 
line the renovated Edsa Central Hub. More. 
over, the place is where direccselling and 
networking offices are located to help enter 
prising family members earn extra income. 
Because the mall has a direct link to the MRT 
Station, shoppers on-the-go сап have fas. 
convenient service when they buy items or 
graba meal at Mini Stop, Hen Lin, etat the 
Edsa Central Station, or they can try- Ricky 
Reyes Salon for a great hairstyling amd 
makeover. 5 

Even as Edsa Central embraces major èhange 
by introducing new amenities, new tenants, and 
offering new merchandise, it does so without 
discarding is good ой value shopping legacy or 
alienating old, loyal patrons. 


PHILIPS Consumer Electronics, Eu- 
торе number one consumer electronics 
company, currently showcases its wide 
range of the latest audio-video products 
at the 33rd BPI Installment Madness at 
Glorietta 4. 

Use your BPI Credit Cards to avail 
yourselves of Philips products such as 


Pixel Plasma TVs, HDTVs, LCDs, Home , 


‘Theater System and mini-components 
at zero-percent interest on 3, 6 or 12 
months installment terms. 

"Whats more, a minimum purchase of 
5,000 entitles you to participate in the 


‘ongoing Philips Best of Europe 2 promo. 
By simply texting promo and personal 
details (2366 for Globe and Touch Mo- 
bile subscribers and 269 for Smart and 
Talk "N Text subscribers), participants. 
can get a chance to win a brand new 
BMW 316i; Pixel Plasma TVs; a round- 
trip ticket for оно to European cities 
Amsterdam, Paris and London; i. 
checks from European fashion Holset 
Salvatore Ferragamo and Prada worth 
P50,000 each and other Philips prod- 
таз. 

When you buy any of the selected 


Philips audio-video appliancés on 
the exhibit, you will get a chance to 
join the exciting Windmill Promo by 
spinning the roulette and take home 
instant prizes like a Philips bag, mi- 
crophone, DVD software, Philips 
jacket or the Philips Digital Gamera 
Key003. Lucky customers wilk; also 
eceive, freebies like Philips Sporty 
baigs, limited-edition" jackets;sDVD 
software and key rings upohcpur 
chase of selected items on theréxhib- 
it. The exhibit runs this Septeinber 
only. 2 


- P&G, Abenson partners 
- this rainy season 


THIS rainy season, washing ma- 
chine shoppers can look forward to 
the best laundry offers only from 
Abenson. The appliance retail giant 
has recently partnered with leading 
manufacturing multinational com- 
pany Procter & Gamble to give 
shoppers complete solutions for the 
home. 

“Ме want people who shop at 
Abenson to feel that they get good 
quality service and high value for 
their money. We want them to shop 
from us and fully appreciate the 
product that they bought. This is 
‘why we partnered with PAG. We 
feel customers benefit from seeing 
actual product demonstrations, 
sample products that complement 
the appliance we sell”, says Mar- 
erte Suarez, Abenson marketing 


uct we are confident new ashing 
machine owners will love. Айе Ul 
tramatic is specially designed 10 
work in washing machines", says 
Ава Yap, P&G brand PR manager. 
Furthermore, tying up with Aben: 
son makes sense for P&G ар both 
‘companies share the same thrust. Ах 
Abenson aims to give customers val- 
ue for money, P&G aims to help cus 
tomers save money. "Ariel enique 
formulation has the extra power ul 
band scrub in addition to the pow: 
of bar and bleach that cleans touch 
stains in the washing machine. The 
result is a clean that is better than 
that you would have gotten 3f you 
used powder and Баг combined. 
adds Yap. 

Expect product demonstrations 
in selected Abenson stores, for cu 


son has a three-tier washing ma- 
chine promo. First, customers get 
800g of Ariel Ultramatic free for ev- 
ery purchase of any washing ma- 
chine model. Second, customers 
сап get a flat iron for only P8 when 
they buy qualified washing machine. 
models. Third, customers can claim 
afree laundry hamper from selected. 
Abenson stores when they buy two 
packs of Ariel Ultramatic 800g from 
a Waltermart Supermarket. 

“Overall, customers enjoy big val- 
ue savings. Summing up the three 
promos, customers enjoy over P500 
added value to their purchase. Cou- 
ple this with the wide assortment of 
trusted brands we showcase in the 
store, customers get winning prod- 
uct offers? Marilette further ex 
plains. 


manager Tor P&G, this promo allows new tomers to see for themselyas the 
"With the objective of giving cu washing machine owners to try the cleaning power of Ariel Ultrdmati 
tomers total laundry solution, Aben- new Ariel Ultramati. “It is a prod- using Abenson’s washing machines. 
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Online shopping catalog: The 
quickest link to customized gifts 


A NEW trend in retailing has alized. 

‘made corporate or personalized Under the products category, 
gift hunting a breeze-online gift website visitors will find item 
selection, Leading the way with codes, description and retail 
innovations in custom-madecor- prices. Huge discounts are in 
porate gifts and services is Made store for individuals who place 
for U, the country’s largest cus- volume orders. Made for U offers 
tomizer. Recently, it introduced something to suit every taste, re- 
its website on the Internet. Col- quirement and budget. The com- 
orful and user-friendly, pany's edge also lies in its use of. 
wwwmadeforu.biz: features updated technology ensuring 
quick links to gifts that motivate, that it meets the most demand- 
recognize, appreciate or inspire. ing and intricate customer or- 
It comes with browse categories ders. It is also very conscious 
for a wide range of quality mer- about quality and on-time pro- 
chandise, ranging from promo- duction of goods. 

tional products, executive gifts, Майе for U's online gallery of 
awards, decorative items, desk- gifts and personalized items are 
top paraphernalia, dinnerware, buta small fraction of what itis 
mugs and glassware, apparel, capable of delivering to cus- 
linen, caps and sports wear, to tomers, To avail yourself of 
other items that may be person- Made for U's embroidery, etch- 


ing, engraving, stamping, print- 
ing, weaving, and other related 
services, the quality-oriented 
one-stop specialty store has 
branches at the lower ground 
floor of SM Megamall Building 
A, Mandaluyong City, upper 
ground floor, SM Southmall, Al- 
тапта, las Pinas City; level 2, 
Glorieta 4, Ayala Center 
Makati; and level 2, Ayala Cen- 
ter Cebu, Cebu Business Park, 
Cebu City. Shops will soon have 
stations where customers may 
‘easily browse catalogues using 
touch sereen monitors. 

For inquiries and details about 
superior quality corporate gifts 
and items, fill up the online in- 

available at 


fo@madeforu.biz. 
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LEAVE it to value-conscious Filipino 
shoppers to recognize a real bargain 
when they see one. Fortunately for 
scores of bargain hunters in key provin- 
dial cites, The P99 Store (which pio- 
meered the one-price-shopping in the 
Philippines) has made its way in these 
far-off locales, bringing a wide array of 
‘unique finds and fashion steals once on- 
ly offered by the retail giants. 

At The P99 Store, buyers find a jun- 
-gle of clothes like basic tees or tanks 
"and odds and ends-each item or a 
special combo set offered at a surpris- 

ingly low price of P99. Every month, 
mew items arrive and you may never 
‘see the same thing twice or find your 
size in something that you like. 

"To date, The P99 Store has built a 
chain of 25 outlets on a P99 price tag. 
Recently, the company was inducted 
88 member of the Association of Fil- 
ipio Franchisers Inc (Affi), which 
aims to help existing businesses ex 
pand not only in rapid but responsi 
ble fashion. Affi has helped many an 
aspiring entrepreneur in setting up 
his own branch of a popular and suc- 
cessful homegrown enterprise. The 
‘organization has evolved into a venue 
‘where all interested entrepreneur 
franchisers as well as non-franchise 


SHOWN are, fro 


their mutual advancement. 
by Affi at Pal 


that his business started 


RED PLAID SALE 

‘Assumption Alumnae Association (high school class 1975 and college 
class 1979), together with the Assumption Family Council, wil hold the. 
"Red Plaid Sale at the Hotel Intercontinental in Ayala Avenue, Malati on 
Oct. 3. There willbe over a hundred concessionaires on both dates 
offering variety of merchandise. The bazaar aims to raise funds for the 
‘Assumption mission schools Assumpta Tech in Pampanga, San juan 
Nepomuceno in Pasay City, St. Martin in Baguio, Barrio Obrero in lloilo, 
Sibalomin Antique, Kibanggay in Bukidnon, and Kauswagan in Lanao del 
Norte. Also a beneficiary of this sale is the Faculty Development Project 
ofthe Family Council. The project aims to upgrade faculty slûlls by 
providing teachers and administrators the opportunity to participate in 
various programs, seminars and conferences here and abroad. Rafie 
prizes await shoppers all day For inquiries, сай Everly Aquino at 894- 
5561 or 894-3580. Major sponsors include ABS-CBN, the Lifestyle 
Channel and Selecta Ice Cream. 


‘At the induction ceremony held 
Village in- Makati, 
The P99 stores Eric Teng shared 


hobby. The idea came to him and his 
wife when they came across a $1 
Store while on vacation in the Uni 
ed States in 1993. The P99 St 
merchandise presently ranges from 
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The P99 Store inducted «67 
аѕ пем Affi member 


NW Тәк. 


і bs 


left, Affi president Tess Ngan Tian congratulating The P99 
Store marketing director Eric Teng, with The P99 Store franchising officer 
Norie Lee, and Affi special projects director Jorge Wieneke Ш. 


can network with colleagues to share 
best practices and trade trends for 


toys and novelty ite 

store opened in Tutuban, and ex- 
pansion soon began a few years lat- 
ет. In time, the store became part of 
almost every Robinsons, Ayala and 
Ever shopping mall. The P99 Store 
began venturing into franchising in 
2001. Among the existing franchise 
Stores The P99 Store in Plaza Ма, 
stro, Vigan, Ilocos Sur, and Bonifa- 
cio Street, Tugue 


ош as a 


ANTIQUES SHOW 

‘Artifacts ike religious icons, porcelains, pottery 
and stoneware, numismatic items and many more 
areattracting shoppers at the Greenhills 
Shopping Complex. Bargain hunters rom Metro 
Mania and provinces also crowd Greenhills 
because of other high quality products sold at low- 
prices. A welcome event for antique collectors is 
the | th National Arts & Antiques Show ongoing 
until Oct. 7. The 24-day show isa project of Prime. 
‘Asia Trade Planners & Convention Organizers 
(Patepco) with the full support, cooperation and 
participation of Bayanihan Collectors Club Inc, 
Philippine Numismatic & Antiquarian Society, 
Bank Notes Collectors Association of the 
Philippines, and Guild of Antique Dealers ofthe 
Philippines (Greenhills Philtrade-Mabine cluster). 


А 


NESTEA Lite, the country’s first Ше iced 
tea, and Penshoppe gives shoppers a 
chance to win exciting prizes and premium 
items with the Nestea Lite-Penshoppe Take 
What Fits You Right promo. 

From Sept. 1 to 30, two lucky shoppers 
will get a chance to go on а P25,000 shop- 
ping spree at Penshoppe. Shoppers can join 
the promo by purchasing Nestea Lite packs 
(80 grams, single serve box or 400 grams) 
at participating groceries and supermar- 
kets, which then entitles them to à coupon, 


| which serves as their ticket to the raffle 


promo. The raffle draw will be held at the 


Waltermart Makati: 


| Take what fits you right 
| with Nestea Lite 


Nestle office, 31 Plaza Drive Rockwell Cen- 
ter, Makati on Oct. 22. 

The coupon also entitles participants to 
join the What Fits game at the Nestea Ше | 
promo booth to win premium items and 
discounts from Nestea Lite and Penshoppe. 
Participants will be asked to draw two 
cards with Penshoppeimspired clothing 
items from the box. To win, the illustration 
onthe two cards should match. 

"The promo also extends to Penshoppe 
boutiques nationwide. Every Р800 pur 
chase of Penshoppe products entitles shop- 
pers to two 80-gram packs of Nestea Lite. 


5-story community 


center opens this December 


AFTER 11 years of successful supermarket 
operations in Pasong Tamo corner Pasay 
Road, the new Waltermart Makati, a five- 
story integrated community shopping cen- 
ter, will open its doors to the public by De 


| cember2004. 


Each floor will feature a complementary 
mix of tenants to service the diverse needs 
of the Makati residential and commercial 
community. The first floor will have Jol- 
libee, Chowking, Starbucks, Mercury Drug- 
store and Watson's Personal Care Store. 
The second floor will be bannered by Wal- 
termart Supermarket. The third floor will 
boast of a variety of the latest men's and 
women’s fashion spearheaded by Robin- 
sons Department Store and Bench. The 
fourth floor will feature Abenson Appli- 


| 
ances, Robinsons Handyman Do-it-Best- 


Hardware, Homeplus Furniture, and Elec- 
troworld Computer Store. The fifth floor 
will showcase four all-digital, state-of the- 
artcinemas. 

Waltermart Makati is currently in the 
process of completing its roster of comple- 
‘mentary tenants in time for their December 
opening. For leasing inquiries, call 638- 
3395 ог638-2591 

Established in 1992, Waltermart has over. 
13 supermarket branches and eight shopping 
centers in Metro Manila, North Luzon, and 
South Luzon. Waltermart is committed to 
providing a convenient shopping destination 
and active participation in the social devel 
‘opment efforts designed to uplift the quality. 

local community it serves. 


Araneta Center stages centerwide sale 


ARANETA Center, one of the premier shop- 
ing, dining and entertainment destina- 
jeart of Quezon City, will hold a 
three-day centerwide sale from Oct. 1 to 3 
offering the public up to 50 percent off the 
original p 
According to Araneta Center Inc (ACD 
vice president for marketing Bing Tecson, 
great discounts are in store for Araneta 
Center visitors. "We are inviting shoppers 
to take advantage of the rock-bottom 
prices.” 


Participating malls include Ali Mall, 
Farmers Plaza, Farmers Market, Value Sta- 
tion, Coliseum Circle, SM Cubao and Shop- 
wise Arcade. 

‘Araneta Center has also expanded its 
shopping hours from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. dai- 
ly to give customers more time to make 
their purchases. "Instead of rushing their 
shopping to beat closing time, customers 
сал buy at leisure and choose wisely know- 
ing that they will have more time to spend,” 
said Tecson. 


Every last Friday of the month, let Inquirer 
do your personal shopping. Just browse 
through the pages of JUST SHOP =the 
country's first pull-out glossy magazine 


supplement dedicat 


ed to the Filipinos’ 


favorite pastime -- SHOPPING! 


Mabuhay shoppers! 


Discover the best bargains, hunt for the righ 


buys and know what 
Get styled for school, 
Give in and induldge. 


After all... 


stores to raid. 


work and play. 


Desine ід the ultimate neceddity, 


JUST SHOP is given FREE to Inqui 


Want to be an Inquirer subscriber. please 


rer subscribers in Metro Manila If you 
1628-0183 or 527-3348 


The country's summer capi 
become the favorite shopping destination in 
the City of Pines. Famed for its unconventional 
architectural style, SM CITY BAGUIO has 
«акен degita Ma of both locals * 
alike; Cool mountain breeze, 


teure vows ard a one ip shopping 
bliss to experience! 


» As the great month of October signals the 
Get ready for a value-packed дол те season of festivities, SM MADE 


e nd SM CITY BAG Supermalis ignites the month with a great sale y = 
маеке аз c шо, from North to South. Great bargains, special treats. | Every 9502 single с e 


SM CITY PAMPANGA, SM Reed eerie Shoppers during o [Bopartment Storo, Si Supermarket or | 

= in the City of Baguio, San Fernando ing mall establishments | 

SOUTHIMALL LAS PIÑAS and Pampanga, Las Piñas and City of Cagayan de | Sme (1) raffle coupon. ке, 
Oro. Shop for the coolest stuff or feast on the latest |! а аи 


SM CITY CAGAYAN DE ОНО ње in fashion, shoes, accessories, novelties, ! october4 (Fi) 50 unts =. 


simultaneously hold the much- 99 97s home fumishings and more! | ss ын r | 


icOvens |j 


Ё 
i DA! SALE SHOPPING STARTS FROM 10ata 
awaited 3-DAY SALE event on "7 оссовыр 2 and 02006 199992990 90998 end 


October 1, 2 and 3! i шы шиний. | 


| October 3 (Sun)60 units Hanabishi Double 
Gas Stove 


wits ымын ар 
22 Electric Ovens 21 


Great discounts, great raffie prizes and 
great new shops await Pampanguefios this 
weekend! 


Bigger SM CITY PAMPANGA now houses. 
more new shops to serve you. Check out our 
latest additions of fashion and specialty shops, 
beauty salons and even more of your favorite 
fastfood outlets! SM Department Store has 
also expanded for better and wider selections. 
Food Trippers can indulge at the Mini Shabu 
Shabu, Music Factory and Northern Brew- 
latest Restos at the Zesta 50144. 


Shop during the 3-DAY SALE for a 
chance to WIN prizes in the daily raffle. 


GLa 


{October 1 (Fri) 7 units LG (21") Electron 
Colored TV 


October 2 (Sat) 7 units LG (21") Electronic | 
та тиш» d 
CIE ПЕ чы 
ттш» арван) 


j| Raffle Draw will start at 9:15pm daily at the. 
E Plaza of SM CITY PAMPANGA: 


Last chance to shop for some great 
bargaips over the weekend at the 
SM SOUTHMALL. Do keep an eye over items. 
at low low prices at the SM Department Store 
and Supermarket. The list is endless as you 
shop for discounts on great selections 
mallwidel 


Plus a chance to wn imarflex. 


| Home Appliances in the daily raffle! 


‘accumulated 


"Every P500 singh 
purchase at the SM Department 
Store, SM Supermarket and from any 
participating mall establishments: 
entitles you to one (1) raffle coupon. 


PRIZES AT STAKE 


| 46.units 3101 Imarflex MICROWAVE! 
3 GRILLER! TOASTER DIGITAL OVEN 


44units Imarflex WASHING MACHINE — 
Daily Raffle starts at 10:00pm on October 1, 2 


j| and3, 2004. ky 


with every Р500 
single or accumulated | E e 
cumulated as cay сда and. 1 Nolo missis the last -DAY SALE even 
SM Department Store, И Заа г-у 3 ofthe year happening in SM CITY CAGAYAN 


DE ORO. Enjoy great discounts in every 
corner. Lucky Shoppers will also get the 


4j chance to WIN j HANABISHI Home 
Appliances = Не! 


SM Supermarket 
‘or any participating [2 
mall establishments. f 


d 


IN 

80 units Hanabishi Stand Fans 

80 units Hanabishi Industrial Fans 

1 -so units Hanabishi Double Burner Gas Stove: 

Buts Hae Ендо Ore 
scheduled every 12 пооп/1 

12i ХУД m 122 8pm and 10pm ons 

jetober 3,2004. us 
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mall hours: pr 2 
10am- 10pm [Ж УЧ LAS PINAS PAMPANGA 


Pur OTACA Pune 52-60, Sores t2004 Ры ОТЬРОА Ратио 15, Soten ci 204 


(FREE Pigeon Baby Wipes with a 
{minimum of P100 single receipt 
2 omy at the. Si 
T. АЕ 
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